RON - CH | A . 


I ae 


Hatt vt wt 


a ae 


Tee 


ELL AND MARK MOTHERSBAUGH TELL ALL ABOUT THE 


TOP HOLLYWOOD FILM COMPOSERS CARTER BURW 
BEHIND- an ronEnE® rt OF oT FILM TO MUSIC ¢ BY PAUL pele AND ek PAA AY 
ao, 2 


Cds “Ns 


No, 479 7 DEC. 23 - 
Or TWHni VUEWEEKLY.COM 204 FREE. 


Textat waro Speed. 


The best phone for texting. Only from TELUS. 


10620 — 178 St. 


Johnson Cellular 
10429 - 178th St., #100 
‘Save On Telecom 
17543 — 100th Ave. 

TAG Mobility 
9935 - 170 St, 
Wireless Technology 
10203 — 178th St. 
SNORT 
Communications Group 
13040 — SO St. 

Custom Cellular 
Skyview Power Centre 
a s-aeee rman = 13322 — 137 Ave. North West 
Edmonton Cellular 

\ y 14903 - 118 Ave. 
saa I A ATMEL Edmonton Wireless 
10235 — 124th St., #101 
Save On Telecom 
11150 — 149 St. 
Westcan Cellular 
12604 ~ 126 St. 
Westcan Wireless 
12618 — 124 St. 


SOUTH 
Alberta Mike 
3424 — 99th St. 
Alta-Comm Wireless 
8710 — 51st Ave. 
Fastap 


Communications Group 
5926 - 99.St. 
LG 61 90 Custom Communications 
South Edmonton Common 


1916 - 99 St. 
F Edmonton Cellular 
10309 — 34 Ave. 


3 yr olor a ae tie a 
ys (no contract) soe Ono a 
4909 — 99 St. 


With separate raised keys for every letter, texting is fast peso Tosco 


9914 - 103 St. 


and easy. You can also take and send pictures using the 0420 “58 Ave, #250 
camera with built-in flash. Conmmuniatons 2000 
5904 - 50 St., #68 
Complete Communications 
5205 — 50 Ave. 

pata ; pan ae Se? a 
50% off Unlimited messaging sherwood Pat 
select planrates =f wm text m picture m video 273 Oro Fi 


for up to 6 monthst for 3 months** 2020 Sherwood Dr, =a 


96 Campsite Rd., #30 
Maximum Mobility 
116 Westland Market Mall 


—@ TELUS si 


St. Albert Communications 
mobility® ae 
229 St. Albert Centre 


‘Stanview 
5101 — 48th St, #107 


the future is friendly® 


For more > details on these great offers, visit your TELUS Mobility authorized dealer or retailer, or visit telusmobility.com 
FUTURE SHOP Mine Visions wz COMPLETE Compu Sieuaet Office parot 


Phones may not be available at all locations. Phone pric 


1y vary Offers are available to new activabons only for a limited time See in-store today for details. * Effective net price after in-store discount or invoice credit‘on your future TELUS Mobility monthly bill. # Clients who sign a 1, 2. or 3 year contract on select rate plans will receive 


50% off their monthly plan rate for 2, 4, or 6 months respectively. Otter does not include or apply to taxes, long distance, additional airtime, roaming, pay-peruse charges, monthly system licensing or enhanced 911 emergency service eccess charges which are extra. °* Unlimited text. pacture, and video messaging are for 90 days from the 
date of activation on select phones. Picture and video messaging are only available in 1X digital service areas. See telusmobility.com for details and coverage maps. Fastap is @ trademark of Digit Wireless LLC. © 2004 TELUS Mobility. 


VUEWEEKLY QQ DECEMBER: 23-29, 2004 


Salndondels 
[Reyvenest INeferab bale 
this Holiday 


<5 Indigo love of reading fund 


Nolo i uncom’ Ze]0lame|)icer-lge mole] coiat-t-\-mr-lalom\ZeleM | Mc -le1-1\,-m- lm ol-1-le) 400] Me |lacer- lee Male)lol-je 
Proceeds will be used to provide new books to resource-poor schools across 
idal-merell|aida Ame) el-jaliale m= im 2e)a¢meym elel-y-)]e)i|14(-1-F 


NTs OKO) BS 
chapters.indigo.ca 


For more information, visit www.chapters.indigo.ca/corporategiving 


VUEWEEKLY @EQ DECEMBER 23-29, 2004 


Cee a ee 


CONTENTS = ONTHEGOVER 


What is a screen kiss without that swelling string 

FRONT section behind it, or a high-speed car chase without 
Your Vue that heart-pounding bongo thing they always seem to 
Deere do? The answer? Crap. Total crap. We may not realize 


SPIKIN' 


WE WISH YOU AND YOURS 
AN IN-YOUR-EAR MERRY 
CHRISTMAS, HOLY HANUKKAH, 
DIWALI, EID, HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS, CHANUKAH, 
FESTIVUS, DECEMBERWEEN, 
CHRISMUKKAH AND 
KWANZAA. 


STOP BY THE SIDETRACK CAFE 
ON DECEMBER 23RD 
FOR A SMILIN' JAY’S HAPPY HOUR 
AS WE RECORD 


SHUYLER JANSEN’S 
HOBOTRON 


CHAD VAN GAALEN 


COME AND BE A PART OF THE LOUD 
AND LIVE AUDIENCE! 


cst 


SMILIN’ JAY'S HAPPY HOUR IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
THE BOYLE STREET PERFORMING ARTS SOCIETY, MKT 
SYSTEMS, SIDETRACK MUSIC. THE NUMBER 88.5. AND 

THE LETTERS C.J, S, AND R. 


News Roundup 
VuePoint 

Christmas crackers 
Bob the Angry Flower 
A Life After Gretzky 
Kinda Christmas 
Infinite Lives 

Men and Cartoons 
The Double 

Snow Zone 


Death By Chocolate 


Arbour Restaurant Christmas 


crackers: the 
decline begins— 


it all the time, but a film’s musical score can often mean 
the difference between cinematic success and bargain- 
bin failure. Renowned film composers Carter Burwell 
and Mark Mothersbaugh know the score; let’s go see 
what they had to say, shall we? ¢ 42 


Dietzche V. and 
the Abominable 
Snowman: big 
proponents of 
partying * 24 


The Aviator. 
Howard Hughes \ 
was crazy, hey? : 
But at the same 
time, very 
attractive © 36 


24 Collective Soul just in time for the 

25 _Dietzche V. and the holidays! © 7 
Abominable Snowman 

26 Music Notes 

28 Music Weekly 

30 Homestead Christmas 
Showcase 

32 Feedback : 

33 BPM xt SPS EIS 

33 Distant Replay 

34 New Sounds 

34 Quick Spins 

FILM 


yourVUE 


36 = The Aviator 

36 House of Flying Daggers 

37 Lemony Snicket’s A Series 
of Unfortunate Events 

37 Phantom of the Opera 

38 = Film Composers 


Tis the season... for 
hating Chris Boutet! 


40 Film Weekly Re: “Snow falling on readers,” Life 
42 Spanglish After Gretzky (December 9-15): 
42 Heresy! Please help me understand why a 


quality paper such as your own would 
employ a writer who by his own 
admission has nothing of any relevance 
to say. Reading Life After Gretzky has 
not only been consistently a waste of 
time and newsprint but as well the 
writer's smug sarcasm when writing 
about nothing is an insult to the intelli- 
gence of the reader. Sarcasm is the 
lowest form of humour and not only 


43 Arts Weekly 


THE BACK 

Events Weekly 
Free Will Astrology 
Classifieds 

Alt Sex Column 


BaEE 


Tale lUisiiay 
thursdays 


drinks $2 
(olele)ecmme) oan 


win $1000 on 
the last thursday 
of every month 


The Gas Cuny 


10166 114 street 488.4841 


vuewrrkiy Cp 


does it reveal a viciousness in the per- 
son that employs it but is as well an 
assault upon those on the receiving 
end which is your entire reading pub- 
lic. The writer’s column is ample evi- 
dence that a degree in journalism, if 
indeed he has one, does not guarantee 
quality or even interesting writing but, 
it seems, can be a license for myopic, 
moronic stupidity. There are plenty of 
us out here who would relish the 
opportunity to share with others our 
opinions and observations of the beau- 
ty and the tragedy and the wonder of 
the world in which we live. Life is bor- 
ing for only those who are bored with 


themselves and your paper should not 
contribute to the spread of spiritual 
and cerebral malaise by publishing this 
writer’s words about nothing. —JOHN 
G. Ciarke, EDMONTON 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
both positive and negative. Send your 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303- 

108 Street, Edmonton, AB, TS) 1L7), by 

fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly; we reserve the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity. Please 
include a daytime telephone number. 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


2004’s heroes and zeroes 


Heroes The Supreme Court of Cana- 
da, who unanimously ruled on Decem- 
ber 9 that same-sex marriage is 
constitutional and must become the 
law of the land. 


Heroes The 60 per cent of Canadians 
surveyed in an April 6-11 Leger Mar- 
keting Poll who said that being homo- 
phobic is as bad as being racist or 
anti-Semitic. Alberta, at 47 per cent, 
had the lowest level of people who felt 
this way. 


Hero Ashley Maclsaac (who would 
normally rate a zero) for offering to 
hold Canada’s largest gay wedding in 
Alberta—if he can find someone to 
marry. 


Zeroes Protesters in Conway, Arkansas 
(population 26,000), who pelted that 
town’s Gay Pride route with cow 
manure. 


Heroes Sao Paulo, Brazil, for hosting 
1.1 million people at the world’s 
largest Gay Pride parade ever on June 
13. 


Zeroes The Spurger, Texas school dis- 
trict for banning the TWIRP homecom- 
ing tradition of cross-dressing in favour 
of Camo Day, in which students wear 
black boots and army camouflage. 
Maybe they should call it Colombine 
Day, instead. 


Zero Barry Manilow who said onstage 
during his October 7 gig at Madison 
Square Garden that two guys singing 
face-to-face is “creepy.” Yes, that Barry 
Manilow. A Las Vegas casino then 
signed Manilow to a $60 million con- 
tract. So now, when in Vegas, one can 
shoot crap or listen to it. 


Zeroes Zanzibar for outlawing gay 
sex; Uganda for ordering a UN pro- 
gram not to offer AIDS education to 
gays or they would get thrown out of 
the country; Muslim courts in Nigeria 
and Burundi for sentencing gay men 
to death. 


Hero Sierra Leone lesbian activist 
Fanny Ann Eddy, 30, raped and killed 
on September 28 after founding her 
country’s first gay rights organization. 


Zeroes Australia, for banning gay mar- 
riage on August 13; Norway, for ban- 
fing gay marriage and gay adoption 
on November 18. 


Zero Former New Jersey governor 
James McGreevey who announced “! 
am a gay American,” only after being 
forced out of the closet. 


Zero Oscar-winning actor Kevin 
Spacey who was “mugged” in a cruisy 
Park renowned among gay men, near 


London's Old Vic theatre where he was 
artistic director. Spacey said he just 


happened to being walking his dog— 
at 4:30 a.m. 


Zero TV evangelist jimmy Swaggart 
who said on-air in September, “I've 
never seen a man in my life | wanted 
to marry. And I’m gonna be blunt 
and plain: If one ever looks at me like 
that, I’m gonna kill him and tell God 
he died.” 


Hero Butch country singer Wynonna 
for singing on a lesbian cruise that sets 
sail on January 29, despite it infuriating 
her Christian fans. Wynonna’s good 
friend Rosie O'Donnell, after promot- 
ing another lesbian cruise, was greeted 
by protestors when her ship docked 
July 16 in the Bahamas. 


Zeroes jamaican dancehall singers Siz- 
zla, Beenie Man, Bounty Killer, Buju 
Banton and others for their viciously 
anti-gay lyrics and public tirades. 
Jamaica's leading gay-rights activist 
Brian Williamson, meanwhile, was 
found stabbed and killed in his 
Kingston home on June 9. 


Hero Erasure singer Andy Bell for 
announcing December 13 that he has 
been HIV positive since June 1998. 


Zero Kenyan ecologist and Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai 
who still insists the AIDS virus was a 
deliberately created biological agent. 


Zero U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney's 
lesbian daughter, Mary, who ran her 
father’s re-election campaign. 


Hero Patrick Guerriero, president of 
the Log Cabin Republicans, who chas- 
tised the 20 per cent of gay and les- 
bian Americans who voted for 
Bush/Cheney in 2004, saying “It is 
time for all of us to go on the offense 
rather than always playing defense on 
the radical right’s turf.” You go, girl. 


Zero Italian cabinet minister Rocco 
Buttiglione, who said Europe is con- 
trolled by “faggots.” Buttiglione then 
stepped down as Italy’s nominee to be 
the EU’s Commissioner for Justice. 


Heroes The United Nations, which on 
October 1 restated its support for med- 
ical and pension benefits for the gay 
partners of UN staff over the objections 
of The Vatican and the 57-nation Orga- 
nization of the Islamic Conference. 


Heroes Weathergirl |Izora Rhodes Arm- 
stead, who sang “It’s Raining Men” 
with Martha Wash, died on September 
20; bisexual actor Marlon Brando, who 
defined the leather look in the 1953 
film The Wild One, died July 1; mystery 
novelist Joseph Hansen, who created 
one of literature’s first gay detectives, 
died November 24; and (hetero) Pierre 
Berton, Canada’s great gay ally who 
testified on behalf of Vancouver's Little 
Sisters gay bookstore against Canada 
Customs, died November 30. 


Hero Engelbert Humperdinck, who 
sang the song Lesbian Seagull in MTV's 
Beavis and Butthead movie. As Engel- 
bert told me himself earlier this year, 
“If homosexuality can happen in 
humans, it can happen to birds. And | 
support that. We should all have free- 
dom of life.” ® 
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ber of last year, a Saskatchewan judge 
found that Dueck’s investigation was 
malicious in its determination to perse- 
cute the Klassens with a case built entire- 
ly upon what would later turn out to be 
fabricated stories of satanic sex rituals 


one of the mothers who delivered the 
package, in an interview with CP. 
Actually, the provincial government 
was already reviewing the sex ed 
course's material in the wake of a flurry 
of complaints from parents who feel the 


ewer oe Book NEWS provided by three foster children. course material is too explicit and too 
‘ Huh. Needless to say, the Dueck graphic. According to the CP, the cur- 
wiles! roundup fiasco probably isn’t what the _ riculum, which is geared towards chil- 
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By CHRIS BOUTET 


THAT’S GOOD 
JUSTICE! 


You know, the police in this country 
have been the victims of a pretty 
wicked public opinion dogpile over the 
last few months regarding their ability 
to properly discipline their own officers. 
But, in the midst of all this media nega- 
tivity, there is still a glimmer of hope to 


Saskatchewan justice minister had in 
mind when he asked the Saskatoon 
police to commission a draft plan to 
restore confidence in the city police in 
the wake of those two other Saskatoon 
officers who were fired for driving 
native men to the outskirts of town in 
the winter and leaving them to die. But 
hey: baby steps, people. 


THAT’S GOOD 
MORALITY! 


dren aged 11 to 13, deals quite frankly 
with such frightening topics as mastur- 
bation, oral sex and sexual pleasure. But 
most parents are reportedly concerned 
with what the course doesn’t deal with. 
“The course relies heavily on condom 
usage,” said Wilson. “Abstinence should 
be a stated goal in this curriculum.” 

Surely we can all agree on that. 
Moral fibres, folks; they're being pulled 
asunder as we speak. Well, as | type. 
And you read. Hopefully. 


THAT’S GOOD 


But no matter what we all may think 
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face a disciplinary hearing. 

According to reports earlier this 
week by the Canadian Press, lawyers for 
Brian Dueck tendered the disgraced offi- 
cers resignation to Saskatoon police 
Chief Russ Sabo during a private meet- 
ing, which, according to a press release 
submitted by the police service, means 
that Dueck is no longer subject to disci- 
plinary action as outlined by the 
Saskatchewan Police Act, saving the 


agree, if the sheer number of Christmas 
cards that the maritime province's pre- 
mier Bernard Lord has received from 
parents demanding that the province 
scrap a controversial sex education 
course for young teens is any indication. 

According to a story on ctv.ca, a 
group of concerned Fredericton moms 
delivered four gift boxes to the pre- 
mier’s office on Tuesday containing 
roughly 700 cards from parents and 


workshop from the North Pole soon, as 
global warming is thawing the ice 
beneath his elves’ and reindeers’ feet. 
According to a report from Reuters, 
the group is basing its claims on the 
facts laid out in an eight-nation report 
last month that predicted the Arctic 
Ocean could be ice-free by 2100 due to 
a buildup of heat-trapping gases in the 
atmosphere created by the overcoon- 
sumption of fossil fuels. “Santa’s work- 
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them look bad—which the Dueck case 
probably would have. According to CP, 
Dueck was the lead investigator in a sex 
abuse case that resulted in numerous 
charges being laid against one Richard 
Klassen and 11 members of his extend- 
ed family in the early 1990s. In Decem- 
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through eight; according to the group, 
even more were earlier sent directly to 
the premier’s office and the provincial 
Education Department. “We are hoping 
that he (Lord) will do what's best to 
protect the innocence of children in 
New Brunswick,” said Elizabeth Wilson, 


Norris of the Arctic Program. “Santa 
may have to move from the North Pole 
within our children’s lifetimes.” 

Which, of course, would probably 
be terrible or something. Also, every 
time you eat meat, God punches the 
Tooth Fairy in the face. @ 
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it personally. That’ inde 
since many Yanks descend from folks 
feels of religious minor- 
) Mono-cultural, mono- 
ieee European countries; But 
_o¢casionally y folks following good rules 
fo : rationales for those rules 
and the histories | behind them, and 
end up banning stuff for no good rea- 
son. whatsoever. Folks in Pasco Coun- 
ty, Florida, aren’t exactly full of tidings 
of comfort and joy over the decision 
“of their officials to ban—wait for it— 
Christmas trees from public buildings. 
Why? Because Christmas trees are 
“religious symbols.” 

What? ‘ree-jacking is a remnant 
of Germanic tribal r religion, not a 
Middle Eastern religion such as Chris- 
tianity. But okay, sure, evergreens 
have been subsumed into Christiani- 
ty, so don’t they qualify, especially 
since we even call them “Christmas” 
trees? Let’s get real, folks—Christmas 
is just about the most secular cele- 
bration in North America. Personally, 
I'd love to see more genuine religiosi- 
ty at Christmas time (and !’m not 
even a Christian!), but for most peo- 
ple, the hero of Christmas isn’t 
Yehoshua bin-Yosef (known to you 
by the Greek name “Jesus”), but 
Santa Claus. For better or worse and 
for the majority of North Americans, 
Christmas has been de-natured. 

So to the Yanks legislators and 
enforcement officials who mean 
well, who are understandably wor- 
ried about their republic increasing- 
ly sliding into terrifying right-wing 
fundamentalist domination, who 
are horrified by the prospect of half 
their country favouring full-spec- 
trum religious profiling and segre- 
gation, to these people who want 
to defend liberty against religious 
bigotry and xenophobia, | say this: 

Ban things that harm people. 
That's what law is really good at. And 
if you're looking for super-destructive 
things to ban, you might try nicotine 
(with tar and arsenic and the other 
poisons in cigarettes) and alcohol, 
the most destructive chemical in 
human history (okay, okay... | know 
that one ain’t gonna happen). 

E-Town’s Heritage Days should be 
a model for the world, and we could 
apply it at City Hall. Every Christmas 
we have a beautiful Nativity scene— 
let's expand that project. Let’s have a 
big menorah (or something) at City 
Hall during Hanukkah with a nice pub- 
lic ceremony beforehand, and some- 
thing else during Eid-ul-Fitr and 
something else during Diwali and so 
on. Interested ethno-religious groups 
can contact city councilors with sug- 
gestions, and better yet, with dona- 
tions of art and services. Let’s celebrate 
it all. Cuz it’s all part of who we are. @ 
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Not with a bang, but a whimper 


They may have excited us as kids, but Christmas crackers have gotten pretty crappy as of late 


By DARREN ZENKO 


ago, an East London confectioner 
y the name of Tom Smith made 
a chain of marketing innovations 
and ended up creating an enduring 
icon of Anglo Christmas. Already 
riding high off his gimmick of 
including slips of paper bearing trea- 
cly observations on love in the wrap- 
per of his French-style bonbons, he 
knew he had to go one better if he 
was to keep his novelty-hungry 
19th-Centurian clientele happy. 
Eventually, he came up with a paper 
tube containing a motto, a party hat, 
a small toy or trinket and a gunpow- 
der-dusted strip of paper for that fes- 
tive bang, and the Christmas cracker 
was born. 

Here in the jet-propelled cyber- 
scape of the 21st century, this festive 
diversion is still with us, and its 
form isn’t much different, though 
the exquisite fancies of the bour- 
geois London Christmas scene have, 
like many once-exclusive luxuries, 
become relatively plebeian: these 
days, eight bucks and a trip to Wal- 
Mart will provide a tableful of 
Sparkling surprise packages. - 

One doesn’t expect awesome, 
must-have gifts to come bursting 
forth from today’s crackers, but hav- 
ing pulled them all my life, I.could- 
~ n't shake the feeling that today’s 
cracker-contents have gone way 
downhill. When I snapped one open 


0: hundred and fifty-seven years 


at a family dinner earlier this month 
and was rewarded with six tiny elas- 
tic bands, I knew I had to get to the 
bottom of things. Dozens of crack- 
ings later, the story can be told. 


THE PRICE 


Reconnaissance reveals that most of 
the Christmas cracker packets widely 
available in Edmonton are distrib- 
uted by the Mind’s Eye company of 
Menlo Park, CA—not to be confused 
with Menlo Park, NJ, where Thomas 
Edison invented everything cool; 
The Bay, Costco and Save-On Foods 
all carry Mind's Eye crackers. But not 
all Mind’s Eye crackers are created 
equal: there is a very clear distinc- 
tion between the “A” crackers and 
the “B” crackers. 

The A-list offerings (the box test- 
ed came from Costco) are a bit larger 
and more elaborately decorated than 
the B-list crackers, but the price dif- 
ference—$18.99 for 16 versus $7.99 
for eight—is negligible, due perhaps 
to Costco’s wholesale approach. All 
are assembled in China: as in Tom 
Smith’s time, Christmas crackers are 


still made by semi-indentured urban _ 


peasants making pennies a day. 
THE GIFTS 


The first thing you'll notice about 
the A package is a photograph on 
the front of the box showing the 
stuff you'll find inside: small tape 
measures, collapsible scissors, minia- 


ture decks of cards, etc. This detracts 
from the surprise, but ensures the 
host/hostess that their guests are 
going to receive recognizable, semi- 
functional items. The collapsible 
scissors, with a little sewing kit in 
the handle, were probably the 
coolest item offered—and the one 
most closely resembling a reak gift— 
while the wine charms were the 
chintziest. I still don’t understand 
the wine-charm trend (if you've 
never seen them, they’re these little 
coloured rings you're supposed to 
hand out at parties so people can 
put them on their glasses to avoid 
confusion), but then again | rarely 


FEATURE 


let my drink leave my hand. Maybe 
fancy people are more carefree with 
their booze. 

The B package is where the real 
madness begins, in dazzling plastic 
variety. These party favours make 
Kinder Surprise toys look like extrav- 
agant diversions from the Neiman- 
Marcus catalogue. Some examples: 


* A crumbling rubber ball with five 
inches of semi-elastic string attached 


* A keychain that’s probably sup- 
posed to be lychee nuts or some- 
thing, but really just looks like a pair 
of hot-pink testicles 


* A wheel-within-wheel top straight 


out of the Prophet Ezekiel’s famous 
vision, except Ezekiel’s wheels actu- 
ally spun and moved, and had four 
faces and four wings, and above the 
firmament over their heads there 
was the likeness of a throne in 
appearance like sapphire, and the 
Lord was in the driver's seat 


* cheap paper puzzles 


* a single hair barrette with a pink 
ear of corn on it 


* countless mystery objects of 
unknown function 


THE JOKES 


Tom Smith's original notes bearing 
inspirational sayings and mottoes 
changed a lot over the years, eventu- 
ally boiling down to fortune-cookie- 
sized slips of paper printed with 
corny jokes, and thanks to official 
bilingualism, Canadian Christmas 
crackers provide us with at least one 
chance per year to see how our 
junior-high French is holding up. 
Because these are for family con- 
sumption, the jokes are all straight 
out of the lamest, safest joke book 
you could order in Grade One. (Q: 
What animal breaks the law? A: The 
Cheetah. Get it?) 

There isn’t much difference 
between the joke content of the A 
and B crackers, though they are 
apparently separate series. What 
both of them do offer, though, is the 
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closest thing to a Zen experience 
you're going to get from a commer- 
cial Christmas product: there are 
jokes so lame, so mirthless, they 
become koans: 


* Where is the ocean the deepest? 
The bottom. 


* What do you call a sheep with no 
legs? A cloud. 


e And finally, one in Fre 

it’s classy and philosophical: 
Quand on dit son nom, t 

brise. Qui est-ce? Le silence. 


CONCLUSIONS 


Have the contents of Christmas 
crackers become cheaper and cheaper 
over the years? Over the long term, 
the answer is certainly “yes”; the only 
thing about today’s crackers that 
would excite Tom Smith’s Victorian 
clients is the miracle of plastic. But 
over. the course of the last 30 years? 
Hard to say. The memories of a two- 
year-old can’t really be trusted, and 
Christmas is especially dangerous for 
erroneous nostalgia; this shitty 
motorbike-shaped whistle might have 
seemed super-rad to me back then. 
One thing hasn't changed, 
though: Christmas crackers still con- 
tain tissue-paper crowns so light you 
forget you're wearing them and end 
up walking around the party all night 
looking like the Lavender King of Cas- 
tle Cheapass. Man, that’s the worst. ® 
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By CHRIS BOUTET 


The best Christmas ever 


One dollar and eighty-seven cents—60 
cents of it in pennies; that was all 
Anna could find after having spent the 
better part of the morning frantically 
turning the house upside down. These 
coins were all she had to buy a gift for 
her beloved husband, Tim, who 
worked so hard and gave her so 
much. If there was anyone who 
deserved the most perfect gift of all 
the world, she thought to herself, it 
was Tim—but this she could not afford 
with a handful of change. 

She had been going about her 
errands at the department store 
downtown the day before when she 
had seen the gift she wished to buy: a 
platinum fob, simple and chaste in 
design, properly proclaiming its value 
by substance alone and not by mere- 
tricious ornamentation, that would 
compliment perfectly Tim’s humble 
pocket watch. To buy this fob would 
cost 21 dollars; Anna was just under 
20 dollars short. But 20 dollars, inci- 
dentally, was also the amount she was 
told she would receive from the wig 
shop in exchange for her beautiful, 
long brown head of hair. Wrapping 
her scarf around her neck, Anna 
inhaled deeply and walked down the 
front steps into the street. 

Two hours later, she was back at 
the flat, waiting for her husband to 
arrive home from work, still somewhat 
in shock over the day’s events. For 
some time she examined herself quizzi- 
cally in the mirror, convinced that Tim 
would find the inch-long schoolboy 
| locks that now lay flat on her scalp to 
be unforgivably hideous; now and 
again, she glanced down at the watch 
fob in her hand, hoping upon hope 
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that this would all prove worth it. Anna 
heard familiar footsteps on the land- 
ing, and her heart leapt as the door- 
knob turned. As Tim walked through 
the door his gaze became transfixed 
on his Anna, standing anxiously in the 
middle of the room. For a time neither 
of them moved. 

“Oh no, Tim, no,” she cried, 
“Please don’t be upset with me! | 
had my hair cut off and sold because 
| couldn’t have lived through Christ- 
mas without giving you a present. 
It'll grow out again—you won’t 
mind, will you? You don’t know what 
a nice, what a beautiful, nice gift I’ve 
got for youl” 

As Anna moved towards him, his 
gift outstretched, Tim’s eyes fell on 
the platinum chain. A smile crossed 
his lips, and he walked into the living 
room and flopped down on the 
couch, his hands folded behind his 
head. “Anna,” he said, “Indeed it is a 
beautiful present, but | cannot accept 
it. For you see, | sold the watch this 
afternoon to buy—” 

“Oh Tim, you didn’t sell your 
watch to ironically buy me some hair- 
related Christmas present for me, did 
you?,” asked Anna, her eyes softening 
as the innocent folly of their ways 
dawned on her. 

“What? No! | didn’t even know it 
was Christmas today; | thought it was 
next Thursday,” Tim replied. “No no 
no, | sold my watch to buy this totally 
awesome shirt from San Francisco in 
the mall. Check it out!” 

Tim unbuttoned his suit jacket to 
reveal a T-shirt depicting what it pro- 
claimed to be the 100 different types 
of farts capable of being produced by 
the human body. “Look!,” cried Tim 
delightedly. “This one’s called the ‘wet 
and squeaky ass-ripper’! Isn’t that the 
funniest fucking thing you’ve ever 
seen? Hey? Hey?” 

Anna said nothing, and stared 
dumbfoundedly down at the fob in her 
hand as Tim took time to examine his 
shirt further, giggling intermittently; 
after a few minutes, he let out a deep, 
satisfied sigh and, rising off the couch, 
stepped towards his wife. 

“So,” he whispered softly into her 
ear as he embraced her, “I was thinking 
we could have pork chops tonight.” ® 
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By DARREN ZENKO 


Great Gifts for Gamers 
Guide 2004!!! 


Every year, Santa-brings two very spe- 
cial presents to weasels who write for a 
living: year-in-review issues and “gift 
guides”—both of which are the easiest 
money any of us are going to make all 
year. It’s like a Mother's Day scenario, 
where we can just put our feet up (or 
leave them up), eat our ramen noodles 
in bed and just phone stuff in.° Gift- 
guiding has always been particularly 
easy for me, because my list only ever 
has one piece of advice on it: want to 
get a guy or girl a game but don’t 


know which to grab? Don’t guess; give 
gift certificates. It's alliterative, so it 
should be easy to remember, but i 
know how it's really going to play out. 
All over the First World (and walled-in 
sections of the Second) fans of Japan- 
ese RPGs are going to be unwrapping 
copies of ATV Off-Road Fury and won- 
dering if EB’s open on Christmas so 
that can trade in for a quarter-share of 
Growlanser: Generations. 

But gift certificates aren’t personal 
enough for lots of folks; for some, they 
carry a feeling of throwing up one’s 
hands and saying “I don’t know you and 


| don’t know your tastes. Pick your own 
present.” Which is exactly the point, but 
for those who want the personal touch, 
here are some last-minute ideas for that 
callous-thumbed game geek on your list. 


RETARDED CONTROLLERS: Every 
gamer needs more controllers, but 
stock models (the only ones really 
worth a shit) don’t have that “get 
them something they'd never buy for 
themselves” cachet. Why not get a 
ridiculous novelty controller? I’m think- 
ing of something like the Nyko AirFlo 
controllers, which contain a fan that 


routes air around the user's palms, 
whisking away the sweat of battle. 
There are certain medical conditions 
that would make something like this a 
necessity, but for those who don’t suf- 
fer from hyperhidrosis, the AirFlo (stan- 
dard or wireless) is a novelty item, 
conversation piece, gag gift, extrava- 
gant gizmo... perfect! 


MOD CHIPPING: Alright, this isn’t a 
“last minute” gift, but you might be 
able to get it done in time for Ukrain- 
ian Christmas, or maybe next year. It’s 
also a bit illegalish. What you have to 


do is smuggle the recipient’s box out 
of the house, and get it to a grey-mar- 
ket semi-scumbag (check the Bargain 
Finder) who will rip it open and sloppily 
solder in a chip that will allow the 
machine to play import and pirated 
games. This will void the warranty, and 
quite possibly fuck up the deck perma- 
nently, but won’t it be worth it when 
your nerd unwraps Cherry Blossom Biki- 
ni School Tactics Popi-Popi Ken-Ken DX? 

Gamer: What the...? | can’t play 
this; it’s Japanese. Where'd you even 
get it? . 

You: Oh, just try it out. Maybe it'll 
work! 

Gamer: I’m telling you, it won't... 
oh. Oh. Oh no way. It works! Look! 

You: Jesus, that’s some fucked-up shit. 


FOOD: Pizza coupons. Or a tray of 
lasagna frozen into individual 
microwaveable portions. Trust me. 


IN-JOKES: This one’s for the ladies; it 
only works if you’re known to be clue- 
less about games, and it’s really a gift 
you're giving yourself. Lurk online mes- 
sage boards or interrogate gamer 
friends and pick up some catchphrases 
and insider lingo. Then when, say, 
some bureaucrat gives you. the 
runaround and sends you to a different 
office across campus or. across town, 
you can mutter under your breath 
“Thank you, Mario, but our princess is 
in another castle!” Better be ready to 
hustle home and “play through all 
eight worlds,” as they say; pretty girls 
making Mario Bros. jokes is nerd Viagra. 


WASH THEIR DISHES: You eyer notice 
how some gift guides come across as 
thinly veiled cries for help? Yeah. © 
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Jonathan 

Lethem tells 
three-dimensional 
stories about 
two-dimensional 
worlds in Men 
and Cartoons 


By IAIN ILICH 


career out of writing strange, fun, 

intelligent blends of genre fic- 
tion, creating worlds just a few 
degrees out of kilter from the one 
we're used to. Lethem has written a 
sci-fi western, a futuristic crime story 
about a contract-killer kangaroo and, 
more recently, a hardboiled detective 
novel whose main character has 
Tourette’s Syndrome. Jonathan 
Lethem’s imagination can get away 
with almost anything, it seems, and 
thanks to his skill as a writer, he gen- 
erally does it with aplomb. 

Lethem’s latest effort, Men and 
Cartoons, is a collection of short 
stories that follows in the wake of his 
critically acclaimed 2003 novel, The 
Fortress of Solitude. Many of the sto- 
ries follow the Lethemesque formula 
of taking a familiar, clichéd narrative 
structure and adding an unexpected 
element or two to completely throw 
the reader for a loop. In it, he mixes 


fee Lethem has made a 
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Sale 


high and low culture, pop and elitist 
discourses, and comes up with a 
blend of literary fiction that is both 
accessible and highly readable. 

The stories in Men and Cartoons 
are fairly diverse, though most are at 
least marginally connected to the 
world of cartoons and superheroes. 
There’s a story about a magical spray 
that reveals lost things, one about a 
chance encounter between two peo- 
ple who think they know each other 
but don’t and a story about a not- 
too-distant future in which the roads 
are snarled in a never-ending traffic 
jam on the other side of the One- 
Way Permeable Barrier. 


=IBOOKS 


Though there are a full nine sto- 
ries within this book’s slender 176- 
page frame, only a few of them stand 
out. “The Dystopianist, Thinking of 
His Rival, Is Interrupted by a Knock 
on the Door” revolves around a car- 
toonish supervillain’s dark, dumb and 
implausible plans for destroying a 
world full of bumbling utopians. (He 
attempts to spread unhappiness and 
despair to the utopian public by way 
of stories published in utopian maga- 
zines, including a bizarre tale about 
suicidal sheep.) In “The Glasses,” a 
man walks into an eyeglasses shop, 
complaining that his new glasses are 
broken. The optometrists accuse the 
man of touching the lenses as he puts 
the glasses on, obscuring his vision 
by leaving dirty smudges on the glass. 
They argue relentlessly, and it all 
somehow degenerates into a good 
optometrist/bad optometrist routine, 
while poking fun at larger issues of 
racial stereotypes, profiling and the 
like. It reads like a joke, although 
there's never really any punchline. 


BY FAR THE BEST OF THE LOT, 
however, is “Super Goat Man,” 
which follows the life of a discarded, 
out-of-work superhero who lives in 


MEN AND 


CARTOOWS 
2°. Ff 


JONATHAN 
LETHEM 


the same hippie-infested commune 
as the family of the narrator. Lethem 
twists reality in a way that allows 
superheroes to exist, but with one 
important catch: they have to be just 
like normal people, with normal 
lives, normal problems, etc. (Picture 
The Incredibles crossed with Harvey 
Pekar.) As Super Goat Man grows 
older, has his comic book cancelled, 
and has to cope with the public per- 
ception that his superpowers are 
largely banal and unexciting, he falls 
back on his previous life in the acad- 
emic world, teaching at a New 
Hampshire college. The magic of this 
story is in the interactions between 
the characters—the fact that nobody 
questions the accepted truth that 
superheroes exist, and that Super 
Goat Man eventually passes his best- 
before date, just like the rest of us. 

But too many of the stories 
aren’t memorable enough—they 
seem more like springboards for larg- 
er, better pieces than self-contained 
imaginative experiences. Men and 
Cartoons, however, feels like a collec- 
tion of half-completed sketches, 
instead of the fully pencilled, inked 
and coloured worlds Lethem’s novels 
allow you to explore. © 
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The doppelganger's 


In his latest novel, 
José Saramago 


doubles his hero, 
doubles your fun 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


ith the distinctive prose of Por- 
ae novelist José Sarama- 

go—those sentences that string 
together reams of unpunctuated dia- 
logue, those multi-page paragraphs 
that refuse to cease until the issue at 
hand has been explored from multi- 
ple angles and reached its full resolu- 
tion—thefe is always that pleasant 
surprise when the reader finds him- 
self eagerly chugging ahead, locked 
into the momentum of it all. Some- 
times it takes a few pages, other 
times a few dozen, but there is some- 
thing inherently inviting in Sarama- 
go’s stubborn approach to 
storytelling that inevitably takes 
what should be hopelessly mannered 
and make it seem natural. What ini- 
tially seems over-deliberated 
becomes transporting. 

I don’t know if it’s just practice 
on my part (I’ve read about half of 
his translated work), but with The 
Double, Saramago’s latest, | accom- 
plished this mental transition more 
easily than ever. I’m guessing that 
my effortless surrender to Saramago’s 
style this time around might have 
something to do with how perfectly 
matched it is to the novel’s central 
conflict, in which a quiet, unhappy 
history teacher with the slightly 
ridiculous name of Tertuliano Maxi- 
mo Alfonso discovers that his exact 
double not only exists, but lives in 
the same city as he. Doubles in vari- 
ous forms are strewn throughout this 
tale, and one in particular seems 
born right out of Saramago’s stylistic 
quirks: Tertuliano has frequent con- 
versations with a second voice Sara- 
mago identifies as Tertuliano’s 
“common sense,” and their voices 
intermingle so fluidly that we often 
lose track of who is speaking— 
which, in this case at least, is exactly 
the effect the novel demands. 

Doubles, duplicates or doppel- 
gangers tend to inspire fear and nar- 
cissistic fixation in equal measure. 
For Tertuliano, the discovery of his 
exact double becomes an obsession 
not only because of the deeply trou- 
bling knowledge that he’s not the 
sole owner of his likeness, a right 
everyone save a few human oddities 
seems entitled to, but because this 
double gives renewed meaning to his 
drearily routine life: the boring job, 
boring girlfriend, boring hobbies 
that have ceased to engage him. But 
Tertuliano’s innate cowardice also 
means that the further he goes in 
confronting his double, the less able 
he is to hold onto these basic ele- 
ments that give one’s life and identi- 
ty some stability. Once Tertuliano 
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encounters his twin (who turns out, 
appropriately enough, to be an 
actor), neither seems able to pass a 
moment comfortably knowing that 
this extra self is out there. Each 
begins their story with some sense of 
free will, but the game they engage 
in, with all its sinister ramifications, 
finally leaves them slaves to a darker 
destiny that’s ultimately out of their 
hands, with Saramago’s tone gradu- 
ally likening itself to that of Edgar 
Allan Poe. 


IN HIS GUARDIAN REVIEW of The 
Double, Alberto Manguel—who is, 
to be certain, a much, much, much 
more well-read critic than I (seems 
you can’t place enough “much”es 
before this particular adjective 
when concerning the famously lit- 
erate Manguel)—notes a disappoint- 
ing lack of freshness to what 
Saramago brings to the age-old dop- 
pelganger myth, one explored by 
the likes of Dostoyevsky and 
Stevenson. My response was precise- 
ly the opposite; the narrative’s 
twists and its thematic resonance 
caught me utterly off-guard. 

I wonder if Manguel’s criticism 
doesn’t have something to do with 
the expectations one brings to Sara- 
mago’s novels, which, especially of 
late, seem on one level to continual- 
ly plumb myth for allegory’s sake 
Yet what I find most rewarding in 
reading Saramago’s stories is the very 
manner in which he continually 
evades straight allegory, the way his 
highly individual sense of history, 
politics and human nature always 
move beyond the broad, clean lines 
of allegory and social commentary 
and slip into strange and ever- 
remoter regions. “The fictional char- 
acter is the master,” Saramago has 
said, “the writer his apprentice.” 
Reading the chilling conclusion to 
The Double (with its echoes of Julio 
Cortazar’s fateful circles), I think 
you'll find that the paths Saramago 
is willing to follow can be murky 
and moi indeed. © 


“THE DOUBLE 

By José Saramago * Translated by 
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A panoramic view 


Impressively vast Panoramic Mountain Resort a perfect holiday ski destination 


By COLIN CATHREA 


for Christmas skiing and boarding, 

the pickings are a little slim this 
year, but fortunately, resorts closer to 
Edmonton are currently the best in 
Canada. Just six or seven hours away 
is Panorama Mountain Resort; they 
had snow this week, and most of the 
mountain is open. I got rained on 
opening day, but they've had early 
season wet snow that packed down 
and provided a good base that keeps 
getting a series of nice little dumps, 
adding up to some pretty decent 
conditions. 

This resort keeps getting bigger 
and bigger, but just who is feeding 
Panorama all of these growth hor- 
mones? It’s Intrawest, the biggest ski 
area developer in North America. 
Bigger and better every year, this 

emoth area is beginning to rival 
the Whistlers and Vails of the world. 
Not only do you get windburn from 
Screaming down the mountain, but 
with the addition of another high- 
speed quad, it’s a burner to the top. 

When I started skiing at Panorama, 


|: you are looking for a destination 


but also opened up new terrain that 
consistently impressed its patrons. 
When you go to some ski areas, it’s not 
too difficult to envision what the 
potential expansion terrain would be 
like. Panorama was a more difficult call 
for me, but I am consistently impressed 
with every new area they open. I don’t 
think even they envisioned how Tayn- 
ton Bowl would scramble the heads of 
nearly every pow- 
der-hungry hound 
that ventured over 
to its chutes, glades, 
and bowls. 


1 DID THINK it 
was dumb how 
you had to walk up to the Top of the 
World T-bar when you got off the 
Champagne Quad chair. Now, a gen- 
tle glide down to the new Summit 
Quad is not only easier, but it takes 
no time at all and you are at the top 
of the mountain with an elevation 
of 2,400 metres. This gives you a ver- 
tical drop of 1,220 metres, one of the 
largest in North America. The ski 
and board terrain, meanwhile, is 
mixed and diverse. There are better 
wide-open cruisers here than any- 
where I’ve skied. The front side’s 
main runs, like Roller Coaster and 
Picture Perfect, are the kind of runs 


that can get you in trouble from the 
Ski Patrol. After a rather “quick” 
smoker down Millennium, the raised 
eyebrow and shaken finger of said 
patrol was enough to tell me to slow 
it down. 

This is a mountain that you ski 
dependent on the snow and weather 
conditions. If it has snowed within 
the last week or so, exploring the 


sr 


glades and back bowls is a good bet. 
Below the Summit quad, you can find 
a gladed set of bowls that can hold 
freshies for days after a dump. Same 
with Taynton Bowl. Keeping to the 
edge of the area boundary will put 
you down into the Founders Ridge 
section of the mountain. I’m not 
going to dissect the entire area, 
because it’s too big, but let me say you 
can spend days here and still find new 
terrain. And when it snows, oh man! 
As with most all resorts these days, 
a big terrain park and half pipe are 
kept in top form. Keep in mind, this is 
an area that has been making snow for 


a long time, and they're good at it. It’s 
stockpiled and moved around, so early 
season and spring conditions are usu- 
ally good. Located right in the village, 
the SOS school of skiing and snow- 
boarding is one of the best and most 
innovative schools in the world. It’s 
owned and operated by Heather and 
Don Bilodeau, instructional editors for 
Ski Canada magazine, and past Inters- 
ki Team members 
representing Cana- 
da in Europe and 
Japan. | have taken 
brush-up lessons 
from Don many 
times and his 
insight is amazing 
If you're feeling a little off your game, 
take a lesson. 


A “SKI TO YOUR DOOR” operation, 
accommodations run the gamut 
from five- to three-star digs. Most of 
my stays of late have been down at 
the Toby Creek Lodge; you need to 
call the resort to find out about the 
ski and stay packages they offer, 
though more often than not, you 
can stay and ski three nights for 
under $170 per person. | pampered 
myself with one night at the Panora- 
ma Springs and had to be dragged 
out kicking and screaming. 
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We have always had good party 
experiences. | especially remember 
the year we met Becky and Fluffy, 
the aerobics instructors from Grand 
Prairie (but I digress) and the Crazy 
Horse Saloon is always rocking, The 
type of food is similar to the accom- 
modations, and there are some good 
deals to be had if you look around, 
but keep in mind that there are lots 
of condos that have kitchenettes and 
there's a grocery store in the village. 

Just down the valley, a new mon- 
ster is being created, as recently the 
Jumbo Glacier Resort Company has 
announced that it has the provincial 
government's approval to go forth 
and build a year-round, high-altitude 
glacier-skiing operation just up the 
valley from Panorama. Not everyone 
is happy about this announcement; 
grizzly bear proponents have battled 
hard to keep development within the 
valley, and RK Heli-Ski, based at 
Panorama, isn’t exactly jumping for 
joy as the resort will eat up a good 
chunk of their best terrain. For the 
rest of us, this development will 
allow year-round skiing and boarding 
just six hours from home. The 
National Ski Team has been using the 
Jumbo Glacier for summer training 
for years. I haven't heard of any team 
members becoming Grizzly snacks. © 
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By JAMES RADKE 


Paying the price 


How much do snowboards cost? I’m 
glad you asked. As with most every 
other activity, it’s always best to try it 
out before rushing to the local snow- 
board shop to load up on brand new 
gear, so if you’re planning on hitting 
the slopes for a little snowboarding for 
the first time, it’s wisest to rent equip- 
ment. Most mountains have special 
beginner packages that include a 
board, boots, bindings, lift ticket and 
group lesson. 

One such beginner package is 
available at Sunshine Village and called 
Discover Snowboarding. It’s pretty 
standard as far as first-timer programs 
go. For $130 you get everything men- 


tioned above—throw in a cheap lunch 
and that’s a $140 first day. But bear in 
mind that renting should be for begin- 
ners and beginners only; anyone seri- 
ous about snowboarding needs to buy 
their own equipment, which is where 
things can get a little more costly. The 
breakdown from a typical shopping 
spree at a local board shop could easily 
run you over a grand just for gear; 
expect to pay around $900 for your 
board (the Salomon “Link” All Moun- 
tain with Salomon SP3 Bindings is a 
good investment) and another $350 or 
so for a goo pair of boots. 

But that doesn’t including having 
the right kind of clothes, and in snow- 
boarding it’s pretty important to have 
the right stuff. lt may not seem 
absolutely necessary, but quality body 
covering comes in handy if you’re 


interested in staying warm, dry, and 
looking cool. On the clothing end of 
things, you'll need a jacket ($300-400), 
pants ($260-350), synthetic underwear 
and socks ($100), as well as gloves, a 
toque and a good set of goggles 
($200)—that’s another $700-900 hit 
on the old Visa card, but you're pretty 
much set to ride for the next few years. 

After these initial purchases, all 
that’s left are the lift passes. Seasons 
Passes at most resorts run about 
$1000, plus or minus a few hundred 
clams, depending on which mountain 
you choose to ride. Day passes run 
about $40 a day, give or take a couple 
bucks and another $40 for a fill up on 
the old lemon. There certainly are 
more expensive ways to spend your 
winters, but | can’t think of anything 
that’s as much fun. © 


By COLIN CATHREA 


Try something new 


| love to experiment. Since | have been 
skiing and boarding for many years, 
I'm constantly looking for something 
new to play around with. Here are just 
two of my new favourites. 

Shaped skis allow for radical 
banked turns where you can reach 


over and “pet the corduroy.” While 
that may sound somewhat perverse, 
corduroy is what we call the nicely 
groomed snow that has the little 
grooves left by the snowcat'’s rear pad- 
dle. This snow is perfect for testing the 
limits of carving. | once borrowed a 
pair of Salomon “Axe Cleavers” from 
Brian Rode up at Marmot. They were 
around 100-centimetres long and had 
a base-plate that elevated my boot 
about three inches over the ski. What a 
blast! | could load those things up so 
much that | was putting my hand 
down on the snow through the whole 
turn. | tossed my poles, and before | 
knew it my legs were aching because 
of the incredible weight | was able to 
lay into the turns. 

If you crank a turn over this far, 
you put about 10 times your body 
weight on edge. You have to keep in 
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mind that if and when you lose that 
edge the result is usually a full and 
complete blowout, like when an F1 car 
looses grip. Try to use your hips to get 
a full angulation and reach over with 
the hand on the inside of the turn. 
Open your stance, reach out for the 
snow and feel the rush. A pitch like 
Show Off or Highway 16 at Marmot is 
perfect for corduroy carving. Keep 
practicing. Do it under the chairlift, 
and when you're going back up, look 
at the four-inch gouges you've left in 
the snow. Cool Huh? 

Number two on our list of new and 
exciting things are high-speed powder 
turns. | think snowboarders were the 
first ones who realized what a rush fly- 
ing down untracked terrain is. | 
thought it would be a waste of good 
snow until | gave it a shot. Freeride 
skiers are tearing up new radical lines 
everywhere you go. When skiing nor- 
mal powder turns, you do not need to 
sit back; it’s simply a matter of 
unweighting the skis more. With high- 
speed powder turns, you should sit 
back ever so slightly and let’er rip. It’s a 
good idea to have a spotter, as a fall at 
high speed can leave you looking for 
released skis all afternoon. | lost a ski at 
Fernie that was found three months 
later in April. 

These are definitely adrenaline- 
releasing activities, and injuries may 
occur. But hey, it’s good to know your 
limitations. © 
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show me a skier with happy feet and Trax offers sturdy wood forms that Louise card is available for the 


By CHRISTIE SCHULTZ 


9u may only have a day or so 

Ye but shopping for a skier or 

B boarder on your list should be 
easy. With this handy guide, no one 
on your list will be left out in the 
cold on Christmas morning. 

The Buzzline insulated 
coffee/tea press is available at 
Mountain Equipment Co-op (MEC) 
for $24. It’s an insulated mug that 
makes coffee and tea like a French 
press. No muss, no fuss, and your 
brew stays warm for ages. 

MEC’s Mountain Fountain Stan- 
dard H20 system is a four-litre pack 
which carries a two-litre Platypus 
water bag with bite hose. For $24, 
the pack will keep a skier hydrated 
all day while toting some Clif bars, a 
wallet and an extra 
shirt. It fits under a 
jacket and doesn’t 
make using a ski 
lift difficult. Water will only stay wet 
until about -12 C without an insula- 
tion set—so MEC also offers a hose 
cover for $19.50, and a flip-off bite 
valve shell for $6.50. 

Want to impress your friends? 
Try the G-String day pack from MEC 
for $18. It holds your skis together 
snuggly and allows you to pack 
them on your back. Great, light- 
weight trick for bootpacking to off- 
piste runs or just lugging your 
boards around. 

Get some Dope Grip Tape for 
anyone who hates using klister or 
having to reapply wax every hour on 
really abrasive snow. Just stick on 
some grip and go. The product grips 
from 5 to -20 C in the right condi- 
tions, which means that it’s a one- 
stop solution to crappy snow days. 
Retails for $12.50 at most stores. 

Easy Wax Liquid Glider is like 
liquid shoe polish in consistency 
and even has a similar built-in 
applicator on the bottle. Just wipe, 
let dry and go. Most stores carry it 
at $15. In the same vein, Swix has a 
glide wax in the consistency of shoe 
polish. It’s super easy to apply, and 
the formula stays put well in 
warmer weather. Retails for $12.50 
at most stores. 

In the feet department, the Euro 
Sock Micro Supreme has a stay-put 
, plenty of warmth and pillow-soft 
pning. It’s $27.95 and Jodi at 

skier ortshop swears by this 
sock. SmartWool’s ski sock is 


tails around $30 for 
tural fabrics and is 


(GIFT GUIDE 


mould-it-yourself beds. They’re 
$37.50 at Totem Outfitters. 


SKIERS CAN REST ASSURED that 
their hands are in good gloves with 
Auclair; try some retro-styled black 
and whites in leather/fleece for 
around $17. They’re great quality for 
the price. Move up to softer and 
more durable leather for around $34 
at most ski shops. 

Foggy, iced goggles are passé and 
the sign of a cheapskate. If you’re 
cheap or lose a lot 
of goggles and 
want a good buy, 
try Gordini’s Sure 
Shot goggles for $29 from MEC. They 
look good, fit even small faces well 
and have double lenses and venting 
that doesn’t get crushed against your 
face. Moving up to a better goggle is 
the Bolle Krait goggle for $64 with 
lots of plush cushion and super vent- 
ing. Since it’s Bolle, the lens is good 
quality. At the top of the heap is 
Smith’s Triad goggle for $113. It has a 
great fit for big faces, Smith’s always- 
pleasing look, a truly huge field of 
vision that puts other goggles to 
shame and great visual acuity. 

Silk undershirts are classics 
because they handle all activities 
and weather conditions, and don’t 
smell up like some fabrics. They 
have a nice feel under clothes and in 
the sheets. MEC’s silk crew under- 
shirt is $39. 

Kuu base cleaner is one of few 
bio-friendly, citrus based cleaners on 
the market and it takes gunk and 
wax off your kick zone. A secret ben- 
efit is that it removes stains from 
many materials and erases traces of 
duct tape. A all-around cleaner for 
around $12.50. 

The DMT Diamond Stone will let 
you deburr your own ski and board 
edges with a handy diamond stone 
that you can stash in your boot bag. 
It’s $19 from Fritz’s. While doing 
that, you might as well wax your 
own skis with quality melt-on alpine 
wax, $18. The savings really add up 
throughout the season. 

Every skier appreciates having an 
extra pair of inexpensive sunglasses 
that look good and offer UVA/UVB 
protection. Luckily, every ski shop 
offers cheapies for $15-$40. 


FOR SERIOUS NORDIC SKIERS who 
like to glide, a ski form is indispens- 
able for a proper hot waxing. Fast 


Marmot's ski card for $65. Available 
at most ski shops, the card gives 
free days of skiing, lodging and 
rental discounts to users. A Lake 
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makes a great ski gift for the whole 
family. It’s a portable dryer that 
Sticks directly into gloves and 
boots, making short work of a mess 
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Scott Gaffney, is such a perennial 
favourite that Skier’s Sportshop has 
had to restock every month. It you 
can’t be on the slopes, you might as 
well be watching someone who is. 
This flick has a lot of great moves for 
those looking to get fancy. It’s $45. 

MEC Powder Mitts are given 
extra warmth and protection from 
water in the spots where you're most 
likely to feel the cold. When a mitt’s 
liner stays dry, fingers stay warm— 
even on the chairlift. At $56, these 
mitts are a best buy and a safe bet 
for hill-goers. © 


LOCAL: 
Rabbitt Hill - 50cm base, 12cm now snow, 7 lifts and all runs open 
Snow Valley - 60cm hase, 5Scm new snow, all lifts and runs open 


ALBERTA: 
Castle Mtn - 18-140cm base, opening tha 

Can. Olympic Park - 86cm base 

Fortress - opening tha 

Lake Louise -65-1117cm base, 2cm aw snow, all lifts and 98 runs opon, 
Marcot Basin - 70cm base, 2em new snow, all lifts and 58 runs open 

| aft. Norquay -G0-105cm base, 1cm now snow, 4 lifts ad 14 runs open 
Nakiska - 59-810m base, 5 lifts and 18 runs open 

Sunshine - 114cm base, tom new snow, all lifts and 83 rans opon 
Tawatinaw Valley -2cm new snow, all runs open 


B.C.: 
4 Apex - 89cm base, 7cm new snow 

Big White - 156cm base, 2cm new snow, 13 lifts and 112 runs open 

Crystal Min - 100cm base, 15cm new snow, 4 lifts and 31 runs open 

Fernie - 122cm base, 9 lifts and 45 runs open 

Fairmont - 18cm new snow 

Kicking Horse - 99cm base, 2cm now snow, 60% of terrain open 

Kimberley - 45cm base, 3 lifts and 4 runs open, reduced rates in effect 

Mt. Washington - 44cm base 

Panorama - 82cm base, 14cm new snow, 8 lifts and 45 runs open 

Powder King - 130cm base, 2 lifts and 24 runs open 

Powder Springs -77195cm base, 10-220m new snow, all lifts open 

Red Mtn -118cm base 

Silver Star - 142cm base,1cm new snow 

Sun Peaks - 108cm base, cm new snow, 99% fully open 

Whistler Blackcomb - 100cm base, 24 Whistler runs open, 46 Blackcomb runs open 
Whitewater -155cm base, 1om new snow 


| The US of A: 
Big Mtn -30-1324cm base, 3cm now snow, 6 lifts and 75 runs open 

Big Sky -63 105cm base, 120m now snow, 14 lifts open 

49 Degrees - 30cm base depth, 4 lifts and 28 runs open 

Great Divide Ski Area -25-500m base, 12cm new snow 

Lookout Pass - 50cm base depth, 8cm now snow, 2 lifts and 18 runs open 
Mt. Spokane - 25cm base depth, 3 lifts and 15 runs open 

Schweitzer Mtn - 60cm base, 20 runs open 

Silver Mtn - 50cm new snow, Som new snow, 4 lifts and 20 runs open 

Sun Valley -75-130cm base 


KICKING 
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1 800 SKI-KICK 
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“» KICKING HORSE 
SKI & STAY PACKAGE 


$ 20 
FROM 8 1 /PERSON = 
COMFORT « Fumi | @NORQUAY 


Daily Ski Shutele available upon request k 
New Kitchen suites, Pool.Waterslide, Toll Free 1-8 66-Go4-Snow | 
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Hot Tub, Sauna & Mtn Shuttle. Golden, BC 
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YOU CAN HAVE THIS SPACE Pee 


663-2929 
maresort.com 


EVERY WEEK FOR PEANUTS!!° 
|) www.panora 
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4211-106 St. 413-4554 


Edmonton, Alberta 
SNOWBOARDS www. TheEasyRider.com 
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All signs point to a 
banner year at 
out-of-the-way 
Harper Mountain 


By STEWART DUNCAN 


nile thousands come from far 

Weis: to ski at Sun Peaks Resort, 

more than a few are beginning 

to take advantage of the proximity 

and low prices of Harper Mountain, 
25 minutes northeast of Kamloops. 

Families flock to the family- 


ble to warmer weather, but that’s the 
tisk of going into business with 
Mother Nature. 

Last year, however, she was a 
great partner, unleashing a nasty 
north wind in October that blew 
down swaths of forest and smothered 
the mountain with deep, fresh pow- 
der in November. This year, the hill 
was operational by December 11, well 
before the expected opening for 
Christmas break. Lots of snow had 
fallen, and a lot of that subsequently 
melted and froze, making some tough 
opening-day skiing in early morning. 
Still, it was a beautiful, sunny day, 
and once the snow softened up, it 

was what makes 


owned and-operat- 

ed Harper not just skiing in the B.C. 
for skiing, boarding interior so worth 
and first-rate the drive. 


lessons, but also for its toboggan and 
sled run, enlarged tube park with 
handle tow (new this year), the out- 
door skating rink with a bonfire and 
the casual, family atmosphere. With 
improved runs, roadways and park- 
ing lots that were completed this fall, 
visitors to Harper can expect an even 
better ski and snowboard experience. 

The top of Harper Mountain is a 
relatively low 1,524 metres (5,000 
feet), giving it the milder climate 
preferred by fairweather skiers. Still, 
it gets about four metres (13 feet) of 
mostly powder snow, so the skiing is 
good from late December to mid- 
March. From then to April is dicey, 
depending on how early’ spring hits 
the area. Being lower than major ski 
resorts makes it a lot more suscepti- 
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THE BIG BLOWDOWN of 2003 led 
to the most significant changes since 
Harper opened more than 30 years 
ago. Harper president and operations 
manager Ed Daburger said this 
month that last year’s blowdown 
was fairly high on the mountain on 
north-facing slopes, which means 
the new runs they've created where 
thick forest once stood will get and 
hold plenty of snow. The upper part 
of Big Bend, which at 366 metres 
(1,200 feet) is the hill’s longest run, 
is twice as wide, with a new path 
and large bowl—all groomable. 
Boarders and skiers can now make 
their own routes and easily move back 
and forth between blue-square and 
black-diamond action: Another popu- 


ae a a 


lar run called Bushwhacker, which has 
been a narrow, twisty route through 
the forest, is now wide open and 
much more accessible. Snowboarders 


the mountain much more amenable 
to novices. It’s a welcome change for 
snowboarders who didn’t like the 
hop-and-crawl section of upper Mid- 
way, which was previously the only 
way to access the top of the T-bar 
and have easier runs back to base. 
Harper Mountain is open from 
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily and offers 
night skiing on the T-bar from 6:30 to 
10 p.m. Wednesday to Friday. With a 
base elevation of 1,100 metres (3,600 
feet), Harper has a vertical drop of 427 
metres (1,400 feet), which makes it 
small by Rocky Mountain standards, 
but the variety of terrain covering 122 
hectares (400 acres) is impressive. Half 
of the 16 runs are intermediate, with 
the other half evenly divided between 
advanced and easy. Three lifts access 
them, including the triple chair, a T- 
bar and a handle tow on the bunny 
hill. Together, they move 3,600 skiers 


per hour, with lineups only on the 
busiest days. 


but couldn’t be completed before the 
hill opened. “It depends on the weath- 
er,” said Daburger. “If it’s too wet, we 
can’t do it because it’s quite steep. 
Next year for sure.” 

On the T-bar side, the hills were 
unaffected by the blowdown but not 
by snowboarders, whose feedback 
made a significant difference. “We 
took out two of the less popular jumps 
in the terrain park and made one that 
I think will be popular,” said Daburger. 
“It has a much larger, longer, steeper 
landing area. The takeoff is smaller but 
the landing is bigger. That’s what I was 
getting from the snowboarders. 

“] try to make their dreams reality,” 
he added with a laugh. “We also put a 
new stereo in the lodge for more 
ambiance, with a satellite dish for music 
options and new outdoor speakers. It 
just provides some music around the 
hill. You've gotta play the crowd.” © 
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| FOR ALL THE WORK that has been 
are particularly fond of it for all the done for this ski season, there is more ' 
small jumps they encounter, but in store for the 2005/06 ski season. 
before this season, a level access route There are still a few stacks of logs from 
made it awkward to get to. The prob- _ the blowdown that are out of the way 
lem has since been rectified. but not yet gone. While just a small 3 
A new connecting route from the _ percentage of all the downed trees, Totiyning 
top of the Huser triple chair to the _ they offer a glimpse of the immensity 
top of the T-bar has been cut of the wind damage. Other improve- 
through the trees, making the top of ments on steep slopes are in the works 
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* SPECIAL LUNCH BUFFET ¢ 
25 DIFFERENT DISHES OFFERED 
MON - FRI / only $10.95 
11:30AM - 2:00 PM 


© EVENING B.B.Q. BUFFETys 


EVERYDAY 5-10PM / $19.95 


5th Anniversary Celebration Starting November 4th! 


"Thanks for your business over thejlast’5 years! 9 


ENTER TO WIN 


(lots of great prizes!) 


Ist prize is round trip tickets for 2\to’ Korea (or, $2000 cash) 


ENTER NOV. 4, 2004 - JAN®30% 200538 


DRAW DATE JAN. 31, 2005 
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A world of chocolate 
artistry is waiting to 
be devoured at 
West Ed’s Death 

By Chocolate 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


V decadent chocolate cake sur- 

rounded by pure white choco- 

ate sauce with dark chocolate 
stars, two mounds of chocolate 
mousse and a scoop of chocolate ice 
cream. The crowning glory is a 
Callebaut pure white chocolate 
tower,” was one item's description 
on Death by Chocolate's menu; it 
was at this moment that it occurred 
to me that I love my job. 

My wife and I were seated in the 
Mall overlooking Bourbon Street, 
watching the teeming masses of 
increasingly desperate Christmas 
shoppers; I had finally consented to 
both my beloved’s sweet tooth and 
the perpetual popularity of this den 
of iniquity, and with Vue's upcoming 
“Best Of” issue looming large in my 
mind, I knew I couldn't honestly 
recommend a Best Place for Dessert 
without trying this Mecca for choco- 
holics. To us, Death by Chocolate 
was a couple of refrigerated cabinets 
in the Mall that we sprinted past 
with our eyes averted in order to 
avoid being drawn into a high-calo- 
rie vortex of sinful sweets. Gazing 
around the café area, however, I saw 
that Death by Chocolate is about 
more than simply cavities and 
pounds; it’s a haven from the pun- 
ishing lights and hectic pace of the 
West Edmonton Shrine to Con- 


hucker Paintin’ the town brown 


sumerism. It is about exquisite 
indulgence. It is sheer artistry. 

Our dark wood table sat in an 
elegant space which muffled the 
cacophony of the sparkly, plastic 
Mall a few steps away. The full- 
colour, glossy menu was an absolute 
delight; page after page of superb 
dessert creations were lavishly 
described and accompanied by tan- 
talizing photographs. Good for a 


| |DESSERTS 


pause and a chuckle were Joseph's 
Technicolour Dream Cake and The 
Dessert Formerly Known as Prince, 
with that goofy symbol traced out in 
dark chocolate. I loved the café’s 
inclusion of fresh Belgian waffles, 
but who was kidding who? I knew 
what I wanted. “A decadent choco- 
late cake surrounded by pure white 
chocolate sauce...” 


MY WIFE AND | were also dying for 
a glass of water. Reading about the 
rich desserts was making us thirstier 
and thirstier, but service was 
nowhere to be seen. When the wait- 
ress did arrive and take our order— 
the eponymous Death by Chocolate 
for me ($11.95), a Tang-Talizer for 
my bride ($7.95) and eggnog lattés 
for us both ($4.10 apiece)—she need- 
ed a couple of reminders before 
ponying up the agua. The eggnogs 
came quickly and we again admired 
an artist’s attention to detail: the tall 
mugs crowned with froth and sprin- 
kled with nutmeg were the same 
shade of blue as the light fixtures. 
Both of us enjoyed the festive 
flavour, though the absence of rum 
in the eggnog was felt, as we 
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watched the passersby from our 
perch above the crowd. 

Bravo, anonymous siren who 
assembled our works of art. Serious 
kudos go to the chocolatier who 
conceived of them. To balance the 
dark chocolate intensity of my 
choice, my wife had decided on 
French vanilla ice cream coated in 
white chocolate mousse, draped 
with thick curls of solid white 
chocolate and ringed with segments 
of orange, grapefruit and lime. Her 
Tang-Talizer was a symphony in cit- 
rus and white chocolate, comple- 
menting my Death by Chocolate 
perfectly. Not that she got to have 
much. My moist cake, nowhere near 
as heavy as I had feared, sat next to a 
pile of wild berries. In fact, while its 
description threatened to over- 
whelm the palate with its richness 
every part was much lighter than 
expected and orchestrated into a fine 
balance. If I had to choose a 
favourite out of the scrumptious 
array, it would have to be the 
mousse’s darkly sensual flavour. 

Momentum and sheer delight 
carried us most of the way through 
our magnificent desserts. When it 
became obvious we weren't going to 
manage to finish, however, bundling 
our remainders into a clear take-out 
container with fresh dollops o! 
mousse was a nice touch. Tax and tip 
put us over $30, which is steep for 
dessert and coffee, but compared to 
any other sculpture of pure ambrosia 
delivered on demand, the price is 
more than reasonable. Wading 
through the tears of my dentist and 
my dietician, I shall return! © 


"DEATH BY CHOCOLATE 
1676 West Edmonton Mall © 486-2201 


Raspberry butter 
and river valley 
views make at 
Rutherford House a 
must-see 


By IAIN ILICH 


Arbour Restaurant—the café 

nestled within the lovely old walls 
of Rutherford House—near the end 
of my studies at the University of 
Alberta. I had seen it from the ped- 
ways between the Tory building, 
HUB Mall, and the humanities cen- 
tre for several years before I finally 
ventured into the warm, pleasant, 
doilied world inside. But it was on 
my very first visit, and within three 
bites of a ludicrously delicious fresh- 
baked scone slathered in their sweet, 
creamy raspberry butter, that I knew 
I'd fallen in love. 

Not long thereafter, I finished 
my degree, and now only rarely 
Manage a visit during their unfortu- 
nately limited opening hours. Due 
to the size of their tiny dining room, 
getting a table isn’t always easy, and 
turning up without a reservation (on 
weekends in particular) is often an 
exercise in disappointment. Though 
I'd tried repeatedly to introduce my 
wife to The Arbour, our lack of reser- 
vations denied us a table every time. 
This time around, we’d planned 
ahead, called before leaving the 
house, and were rewarded with a 
nice little table for two. 

The inside of Rutherford House 
looks mostly like what you’d expect 
it to: old, lots of brick, dainty, a bit 
stuffy and entirely fit to be the resi- 
dence of a former premier of the 
Province (which it was, hence the 
Rutherford in Rutherford House). 
While there are tours of the entire 
building available for a small admis- 
sion fee, we were hungry enough to 
head directly for the dining area, 


ie discovered the charms of The 


which in itself has quite a lovely 
olden-times feel to it. 

We knew what we wanted almost 
as soon as we took our seats. I had 
already recommended the Garneau 
Sandwich, a poached chicken breast 
under a layer of curried mango chut- 
ney, served on either a bap ora 
baguette ($9) for my wife, which, due 
to the mango component, she was 
particularly enthusiastic about. I, on 
the other hand, debated between the 
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roasted-vegetable sandwich and the 
Chancellor’s Garden Chili, a bean- 
filled vegetarian chili with sour cream 
and grated cheddar on top, eventual- 
ly settling on the chili (§8). Both 
dishes come with a salad, but mine 
also came with one of their legendary 
scones on the side (lucky me!). To 
drink, I picked an iced tea, while my 
wife chose a bottle of old-timey Stew- 
art’s Orange Cream Soda, as her 
habitual Sprite was unavailable. 


DONE ORDERING, we sat back to 
discuss the sorts of things that one 
must discuss in a tearoom setting, 
waiting happily while they prepared 
our meals in an unseen kitchen; we 
had barely progressed past light 
chitchat when our stylishly-present- 
ed plates were delivered. I took a 
quick taste of my chili, nearly 
scorched my tongue (it was hot-hot, 
not spicy-hot), and decided to start 
with the salad. It was pleasant 
enough, with fresh, crunchy greens, 
and a homestyle vinaigrette. While 
working through my pile of 
roughage, I watched as my wife 
savoured her baguette sandwich full 
of chicken, lettuce, mayo and the 
delightful curried mango chutney. 
She seemed to be enjoying it, and 
told me as much between mouth- 
fuls. After finishing the salad, the 
chili had cooled down enough to 
make eating it possible. Like any 
good vegetarian chili, is wasn’t just a 
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meatless version of a meaty chili 
recipe: the beans were perfectly 
cooked, the tomato-based sauce was 
competently spiced, and the sour 
cream and cheddar provided just the 
counterbalance to the slightly tart 
sauce. The portions were just right, 
leaving us almost fully packed. But 
we weren't finished yet. Oh, no. 

Having lunch at The Arbour is 
nice enough, but it’s their dessert 
and tea offerings that are invariably 
the highlight of any trip. My wife 
simply needed to try their delicious 
scones and raspberry butter, so we 
ordered an Afternoon Scone Plate 
($10 for two people), which includes 
two scones, an assortment of fresh 
fruit and a large pot of tea (we 
picked their Rutherford House 
Blend, a basic black tea with light 
Earl Grey overtones). Oh, and the 
raspberry butter. One mustn't forget 
the raspberry butter. 

Our server returned quickly with 
our plate of goodies, and we prompt- 
ly set about submerging our scones, 
which were lightly dusted with icing 
sugar, under a generous helping of 
raspberry butter. The scones, while 
not hot, were at least slightly warm, 
allowing the creamy raspberry butter 
to partially melt before being eaten. 
The rich, sweet combination of rasp- 
berries and butter was so much 
greater than the sum of its parts, and 
it’s this thick, fantastic spread that 
will keep me coming back to Ruther- 
ford House, even if I have to reserve 
a table in advance. 

After the last drop had been deli- 
cately sipped from our elegant cups, 
our server delivered our wonderfully 
pleasant surprise of a bill: A mere 
$31.50 for all of that lovely food and 
tea, consumed in an upright, 
respectable environment. Our well- 
appointed, high-society style lun- 
cheon hadn't come with a Rolls 
Royce price tag, after all. Hurrah, | 
say. Hurrah. 


THE ARBOUR RESTAURANT 
11153 Saskatchewan Dr * 422-2697 


MON. DEC 27 
Ome Night Only... 


The Reumiom 


9:30pm - No cover 


_‘THIURS, DEC 30 
MOURNING WOOD 


1O616-82 AVE. 414-6766 WWW.OBYRNMES.COM 


UNWIND OVER THE HOLIDAYS AT STEEPS TEA LOUNGE 


iyi Ye fy 
ENBERTENGHEOMONTONOIFINESTRIERVGIGHAT 
190 varieties of black, white, green, oolong, herbal and fruit teas 
Friendly and knowledgable staff « Warm relaxing atmosphere 


Premium cookies, squares & desserts * Light savory alternatives 
Tea brewing and related merchandise * To go service « Open late 


GLENORA SHERWOOD PARK 


COLLEGE PLAZA 
1VT16-82 AVENUE » TE:988-2306 


2024 SHERWOOD DRIVE 
TELANE-B615 


12411 STONY PLAIN ROAD 
TEL488-1508 
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Price per person, before tax and tip 


$ —Less than $10 
$$ —$10to $20 
$$$ —$20to $30 
$$$$  — $30 and up» 


LA SPIGA 

10133-125 St * 482-3100 

Some preliminary online research had 
told us the dress code at La Spiga was 
“semi-formal,” which we took to sim- 
ply mean “don’t wear jeans,” so we 
were completely unprepared for a 
maitre d’ in jacket and tie, let alone a 
server one piece short of a tuxedo. 
Clearly we were in way over our heads. 
Don’t believe everything you read 
online: the website we consulted had 
lowballed the prices, so we were sur- 
prised to see entrées ranging from 
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$25-$35, with pastas coming in a little 
lower. It was obvious that a budget- 
minded young couple with a new baby 
was seriously out of place, so we opted 
for the high-school dating technique of 
multiple appetizers followed by 
desserts. Our server didn’t blink at our 
entrée-less order when he returned 
with my wife’s Frangelico-laced cap- 
puccino ($10.50) and my blueberry tea 
($6.75). | was just pouring my steeped 
tea into my snifter’s Grand Marnier and 


amaretto when the appetizers arrived. ° 


The bruschetta ($6) featured fluffy 
bread with a thin, crisp crust as a per- 
fect base for the zesty tomatoes 
mounded on top. | sampled spicy pork 
sausage and a truly outstanding mus- 
tard herb sauce, urging the salsiccia di 
casa ($10) on my wife, but | could tell 
she wasn’t listening. The tangy, sweet 
citrus white wine sauce of the /umache 
con carciofi ($10) had captivated her. 


AT DENNY’S, WE ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO SERVE YOU BETTER. 
COME BY AND VISIT US ON CHRISTMAS DAY (UNTIL 3:00 PM, ANDOPEN 
AGAIN AT-7;:00 AM ON BOXING DAY). WE'LL BE HAPPY TO SEE YOU. 


Edmonton:.10803 104 Ave NW / Edmonton: 3604 Gateway Blyd N 
Edmonton: 5011 25th Ave / Edmonton: 17635 Stony Plain Rd 
Sherwood Park: 975 Broadmoor Blvd 
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We were just cleaning our plates when 
our server reappeared with the dessert 
menus. His description of the terrine 
($7), a thin slab of Callebaut’s finest, 
served frozen since it melts at room 
temperature, was too much for my 
beloved’s chocoholism and she fell off 
the wagon. “This is the best thing I’ve 
ever had,” she said. | figured that it 
would take something extraordinary to 
eclipse my delectable bourbon pecan 
pie drizzled in dark chocolate ($7), but 
after one taste, it was clear that my 
wife won the dessert challenge hands 
down. Including tax and tip, $70 
bought us a delicious and classy soirée 
(though entrées could have easily dou- 
bled the bill), and if you're seeking that 
exceptional place for a special occa- 
sion, it doesn’t get much better than 
La Spiga. Just remember to dress well. 
Average Price: $$$$ (Reviewed 
10/21/04) 


MATAHARI 

10108B-124 St * 452-8262 5 
Exotic, sensual and ultra-modern, Mata- 
hari is all about the atmosphere. As we 
approached the restaurant from the 
free parking in back, the first thing we 
saw was the prow of a dhow: a beauti- 
ful, huge wooden boat ran the length 
of one wall, filled with booths; it was 
the McDonaldland train | begged to eat 
in as a child, grown. up and rendered 
oh-so-elegant. After that, the second 
thing we saw was the koi pond. We 
managed to drag our jaws off the floor 
long enough to smile at the sweet, effi- 
cient server who showed us to a sage- 
coloured booth with a dark wooden 
table and smooth leather seats next to 
the koi. She left to prepare our Viet- 
namese coffees ($2.25), Vietnamese 
spring rolls ($3.50) and Thai curry puffs 
($3.95). | would have expected this 
spectacular environment to have inflat- 
ed the prices, but we were delighted to 
find nearly every dish—noodle, curry or 
grill—was under 10 bucks. After much 
debate over the wide range of dishes 
offered, my wife chose the Vietnamese 
vermicelli topped with a spring roll, 
lemongrass grilled pork and beef 
($7.50), while | ordered the orange 
pork ($8.50). Appetizers arrived imme- 
diately afterwards, and we dug in with 
gusto, crunching happily on densely 
packed spring rolls bursting with 
flavour and curry puffs that boasted a 


spicy zing. My luscious pork and crisp 


vegetables swam in a tangy orange 
sauce next to a squared-off pyramid of 
fragrant jasmine rice. Generous servings 


of tender meats added a delicious mix ° 


of flavours to my"wife’s noodle bowl. 
We finished our meals with enough 
momentum to consider our dessert 
menus. The Roti Canai ($4.95), howev- 
er, caught my wife’s eye: filled with 
strawberry sauce and topped with 
coconut ice cream, this Malaysian/Indi- 
an crepe sounded daunting, so we 
ordered one to split. Made from 
scratch, it took about 15 minutes to get 
to the table, and reminded me of fresh- 
baked waffles. Tasty, but the coconut 


ice cream stole the spotlight. Matahari 
offers a superb pan-Asian dining experi- 
ence: breathless décor, sensational food 
and terrific prices. Average Price: $$ 
(Reviewed 11/04/04) 


SCEPPA TRATTORIA AND DELI 
10923-101 St * 425-9241 

Forgive me Michael Stipe, for | have 
sinned. |, a normally faithful vegetarian, 
have lapsed in a terrible way, and | owe- 
it all to Sceppa, a smallish Italian place 
with a converted-basement-rumpus- 
room vibe on the northeast side of 
downtown. After a couple of minutes, 
our waitress came over to our table 
with a basket of buns and explained the 
house rules: whenever you're ready, 
head over to the steam tables (just like 
the ones in your high-school cafeteria), 
where the cook will lead you through 
the items currently on offer. And, just in 
case nothing on the day’s menu floats 
your boat, wood-fired pizzas are also 
available. My wife picked first, opting 
for the chicken in white wine sauce 
($12.99), dished out with carrots, 
onions and green peppers, along with a 
side of pasta. While | normally stick to a 
vegetarian diet, | can still occasionally 
be enticed into a bit of carnivorous 
action. Which, as it turns out, was 
exactly what happened when the chef 
opened steam tray number two, con- 
taining the veal parmigiana ($12.99). It 
just looked so good, sitting there under 
the melted cheese, steeping in a thick, 
rich tomato sauce. | couldn’t help 
myself. The veal was tender, the sauce 
was just how I'd imagined it would be 
and the cheese was the melted, gooey, 
proverbial icing on the cake. The riga- 
toni that accompanied my dish was 
decent but not stellar, and my wife had 
similar feelings about her spaghetti with 
meat sauce. She quite enjoyed her 
chicken, and found the white wine 
sauce to be particularly good. But 
homestyle grub ably complemented 
the informal, warm, at-a-friend’s-place 
charm, and the staff made us feel like 
family. What's not to love? Average 
Price: $$ (Reviewed 10/28/04) 


UNCLE ED’S 
11401-S0 St * 471-1010 
1 may be the last person in Edmonton 
to discover this, but the Mundare 
sausage people have a restaurant. 
- Well, a diner. Okay, a few tables next 
to a takeout deli counter. Whatever. 
it’s called Uncle Ed’s and it’s fantastic. 
The entire place boasts a rough 
charm, a vinyl-tablecloth-and-wood- 
paneling nod towards elegant décor 
that’s at once tacky and endearing. 
We both ordered a #1, a combination 
of sausage, four perogies, four cab- 
bage rolls, two baked cheese buns 
and two cheese crepes, all for the 
astonishing price of $7.95. When it 
arrived, | couldn’t see the plate. Seri- 
ously. Every item was fresh, piping 
hot, and absolutely delicious. The 
taste of my sauerkraut perogies cov- 
ered with bacon bits and served with 
a side of sour cream edged out my 
wife’s, which were filled with cheddar 
cheese. The crepes were crisp and 
tasty, swimming in a fabulous sauce; 
the cheese buns peeled apart to 
release a deliciously fragrant steam. 
The cabbage rolls, packed tight with 
rice, held their own on this platter of 
wonder. And may | say, Mundare 
sausage lives up to and far surpasses 
its reputation. That slice of smoked 
meat on my plate was delicately 
courted all the way through my meal, 
slivers accompanying nearly every 
bite of everything else, until | finished 
the meal with three unadulterated 
bites of Stawnichy’s finest. Thank you 
for not serving us ketchup. Sadly, my 
wife and | were both far too full to 
consider the homemade pie. We sat 
for a bit, waiting for the server to 
reappear, then realized that we would 
have to bring the bill up ourselves. 
Considering the fact we were both 
stuffed with sensational Ukrainian 
delights for less than $25 including 
tax and tip, it was a small inconve- 
nience. Cheer for the food and dance 
for the price as you weep for your 
diet at Uncle Ed’s. Average Price: 
S$ (Reviewed 11/11/04) 
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VI'S FOR PIES 

13408 Stony Plain Road * 454-4300 
Every day, Vi's sends out its siren call to 
the thousands of commuters who drive 
along busy Stony Plain Road: most sim- 
ply travel from the west end to down- 
town and back. The lucky ones stop. 
Our lucky trio stopped to dine early on 
a Wednesday evening and found the 
café still hopping with business-casual- 
ly dressed after-workers, yet just start- 
ing to fill with neighbourhood patrons. 
Our entrées arrived quickly amidst 
envious glances from other tables. My 
wife’s chicken cheddar salsa ($7.95) 
was delectable, its ingredients wrapped 
in crisp phyllo pastry and served with a 
minimalist salad. Some unidentifiable 
spices kicked it up half a notch, but I 
didn’t risk asking for a third bite. My 
Thai peanut chicken on rice ($9.85) 
was as tasty as it sounds, disorienting 
me with the taste of peanut butter for 
supper as | gorged happily on tender 
chicken and fluffy white rice. The crisp 
peanuts contrasted to the softer tex- 
tures in the dish, and | adored the dill 
dressing on my own side of tomato, 
cucumber and lettuce. Before our 
plates were cleared, both my wife and | 
had time to amble separately up to the 
refrigerated display case to select our 
culinary coup de grace. My wife made 
the unregrettable error of ordering a 
slice of cheesecake larger than her 
hand, and | decided | had come to Vi’s 
for pie. | deliberated for five minutes 
over four luscious options before clos- 
ing my eyes and pointing: a sensation- 
al strawberry rhubarb crumble ($4.25), 
heated and served with real whipped 
cream, was my reward. | mowed 
through my dessert and another cup of 
coffee; we got the final third of her 
insurmountable cheesecake to go. 
(Not to worry: my wife polished it off 
before bed, very happy she had the 
foresight to bring a little dessert home 
with her.) Our meal easily came in 
under $40, with some change in our 
pockets and a soft spot in our hearts 
for Vi. Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 
10/28/04) 
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late New Year’s Eve. 
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10333-112 STREET ° 421-1326 


SHUYLER JANSEN'S 
HOBOTRON 


Old Reliable's Shuyler Jansen releases his first solo 
endevour, The Hobotron. With guests CHAD VAN GAALEN. 


CLOSED DECEMBER 24&25 


pes FREE BEER & PIE 


26 Come celebrate Boxing Day! The band is called 
FREE BEER & PIE, so don't even think of asking for some... 
Under the covers Sundays w/ DJ DUDEMAN 


BEST OF OPEN STAGE 


Ben Spencer hosts a night recapping the best of 
Monday's open stage. 


HOMESTEAD RECORDS 
SHOWCASE 


Homestead's Bluegrass, Roots and Country music showcase 
feat: JOHN WORT HANNAM, THE HOOTIN' ANNIES, JOANNE & HALEY 
MYROL, SHAWNDEL and JAMIE CALAN & GORDIE MATTHEWS. 


BEN SURES 


22 Ben's birthday set, recorded live for CBC's Key Of A. 
With guests THE AGNOSTIC MOUNTAIN GOSPEL CHOIR. 


ee BOBBY CAMERON 


30 Edmonton's guitar legend makes a stop at the ‘Track. 
With guests SINCLAIR. 


THU 


23 


MON 


PM | 


TUE 


28 


WED 


Join us for a night of non-stop white-hot funk! 


JAN 1Ls¥ THE MOCKING SHADOWS 
JAN 4b VIEWFINDER CD RELEASE w» THE CALM BEFORE w» SLIVER 
JAN Dar KITCHEN PASSPORTS ws WHYTE MUD DRIVE 


2 BEN SPENCER 


2:00 FM -Nwo Cov EE aX 
$3.75 SLEEMANS PINTS $3. 50 HI-BALLS (oa 


for more listings and information visit... 


WWW. SIDETRACKCAFE.COM 
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Youti's endearing charm 


Collective Soul 
revisits their 
younger days on 
appropriately-titled 
new album Youth 
By HEATHER ADLER 


music labels were whittled down 

to just four after Sony and BMG 
merged to form the second largest 
music juggernaut on the planet, 
claiming a reported 25-per-cent mar- 
ket share on the globe’s music sales. 
Collective Soul, however—one of the 
biggest bands of the ‘90s, boasting 
19 Billboard-charting singles, eight 
number-ones and over seven million 
records sold—isn’t on any of those 
labels. In fact, their new album, 
Youth, was put out on their very own 
small imprint, Ml Music. But accord- 
ing to guitarist Dean Roland, busi- 
ness has never been better for the 
radio-ready quintet of power-chord 
rockers. Sure, they aren’t selling at 
platinum status anymore, but this 
time out they’re actually having fun 
and feeling young again. 

“It’s totally fun again,” Roland 
explains. “Part of it is the fact that 
we own our own music, and there’s 
a renewed interest in the process of 
it all. We get to go out and make 
music, and we feel so blessed to do 
that. That’s really what the title for 
Youth comes from: we are back to 
doing this for the same reasons we 
started. It’s fun again and so we feel 
young. The essence of the feeling we 
had back in the day has been tapped 
into again.” 

Roland says in his career, which 


Rese the world’s five major 


spans over 10 years, he’s seen the face 
of the music industry go through 
dozens of lifts, tucks and makeovers. 
During the last of those changes, Col- 
lective Soul began to feel like their 
old cohorts at Atlantic were no longer 
adequately representing their work, 
which was just a part of the reason 
for the split. “The music industry is 
going through a phase of deconstruc- 
tion: everyone is merging and the 


ROCK 


world’s music is basically being con- 
trolled by four companies,” he 
observes. “There’s so much opportu- 
nity in the digital realm, with new 
ways to distribute and market, so we 
wanted to try that.” 

“One of the most important 
things for us was also to own our 
own music,” Roland continues. 
“We've sold millions of records and 
recorded hundreds of songs, but we 
didn’t own the music—Atlantic did. 
It just became apparent that we 
needed to do this for ourselves and 
this was meant to happen.” 


ALTHOUGH HE ISN’T IMPRESSED 
by the way the big labels are getting 
larger and more bloated than ever, 
Roland recognizes there is a huge 
opportunity in all that amalgama- 
tion for niche organizations. Big- 
name artists like Collective Soul are 
starting their own labels, while other 
smaller independent labels are get- 
ting more powerful than ever as 
good people leave the majors in 
search of challenge and change. “I 
feel like the consumer is getting 
short-changed,” he asserts. “From an 
artist’s perspective, there is so much 
amazing music that’s not making its 
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way out. It’s not necessarily any one 
entity’s or any One person’s fault— 
that’s just how it is—but the more 
merging that goes on, the more 
homogenized music becomes.” 

“It’s funny though, because with 
all the merging that’s been going on 
with the major labels, there have 
been a lot of amazingly talented peo- 
ple with great connections that have 
been let go or left,” Roland adds. “So 
we were actually able to hook up 
with some of those people to help us 
out. The irony of it is, the people 
who used to work our record at 
Atlantic are now working our music 
on our own label. That’s the beauty 
of what’s happening—the industry is 
working for the artist instead of the 
other way around.” 

Still, getting Youth out and into 
the hands of fans wasn’t exactly easy. 
Besides getting their imprint started, 
the band also faced a number of per- 
sonal challenges, which Roland 
vaguely describes as “divorces and 
whatnot,” plus there was no guaran- 
tee that fickle fans hadn’t forgot the 
band during their four-year hiatus. 
But, like a band reborn, Collective 
Soul defied the odds with their 
renewed sense of determination and 
purpose. “There were probably 
moments when we thought of giv- 
ing up, but it was nothing we were 
ever focused on. In our hearts, we 
always knew we would get this 
album out and recorded—we just 
didn’t know exactly how it was 
going to happen,” Roland explains. 
“I don’t know why we wanted it like 
we did when we were kids again, 
and | don’t know what keeps me 
ons too old.” © 

COLLECTIVE SOUL 
With guests « Cowboy’s * Wed, Dec 29 
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The Snowman cometh 


’ Dietzche V. and 
the Abominable 
Snowman reunite 
for the good 
of the party 


By LEAH COLLINS 


t first glance, Edmonton might 
fee: seem like the kind of city 
at could be called a hedonistic 
hotspot—after all, there’s something 
about sprawling shopping complex- 
es, Moose Factory-dining and the 
occasional Whyte Ave jock-riot that 
doesn’t scream world-class nightlife. 
But for the city’s self-proclaimed 
“biggest party fucking band,” Diet- 
zche V. and the Abominable Snow- 
man, there's no better place to hit 
the dancefloor in a flurry of fist- 
pumping glory. 
It's been a while since Dietzche 
V. (or DVAS) has bothered to show 
off their dancing pants in the 
greater Edmonton area; the Abom- 
inable Snowman (or Jered Stuffco, 
if you prefer) has been in Toronto, 
where he’s been studying at Ryer- 
son, since late summer. Stuffco’s 
migration meant quits for the 
band, who played what they touted 
4s a “farewell” show this past 
August. While Stuffco apologizes to 
Scenesters who thought that this 
summer saw the end of his and 
Dietzche V’s party alliance, his 
experience in Upper Canada has 
left him with an appreciation for 
the onton scene. “Since I’ve 
been out in Toronto, I’ve realized 
that people don’t know how to 
party in Toronto like they do back 
here,” says Stuffco. “People in 


Toronto are a little bit more self- 
centred; they’re more concerned 
with just themselves, rather than 
the good of the party.” 

“There’s nothing better for the 
good of the party than music,” he 
continues, getting a murmur of 
echoed approval from the rest of the 
group. 

The band members—Stuffco, 
Dietzche V. (Darren Veres), Vis-a-Vis 


EIPARTY MUSIC 


(Dan Carlyle of The Floor) and 
Shocker (Jordan Stuffco)—sit around 
in their downtown practice space, 
drinking beer and waiting for an 
order of Peking duck (courtesy of 
Mrs. Shocker) while squeezed in 
amongst piles of electronic gadgetry 
and keyboards. It's a bit of a 
reunion: they're back together, prac- 
ticing and working on new material 
for the first time in months. And it’s 
all for the good of the party—their 
upcoming CD release party at Victo- 
ry Lounge is this week. 


THE RECORD is Bromance/The Chant, 
a white vinyl, double-A-side seven- 
inch, put out by local label Pop Echo 
Records. “It’s probably the most bla- 
tantly pop thing we've done so far,” 
says Veres. 

“The EP that we did [2003's Busi- 
ness + Pleasure] was like Kraftwerk— 
very cold, very austere, very German 
influenced electronic music,” pipes 
in Stuffco. “This EP—or single, I 
guess—it’s been more collaborative, 
more focused towards pop because 
you can’t do cold, austere techno in 
your basement forever. It doesn’t 
perform well. 

“Just hearing it through a large 
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system, rather than headphones, was 
a slap in the face, but a good one,” 
Stuffco continues. “This whole band 
was just a joke in the beginning— 
just a chance for us to get together, 
be stupid, have fun and play ridicu- 
lously retarded music. I love music 
like this, don’t get me wrong; | love 
music by people like Patrick Cow- 
ley—who’s an esteemed disco pro- 
ducer from the early ‘80s—and 
Giorgio Moroder. It’s just really 
goofy, celebratory, but slamming, 
electro disco stuff.” 

As much as they love a live 
bash, DVAS doesn’t foresee any 
more shows after their gig this 
week, conceding that they're back 
together out of obligation to their 
pals at Pop Echo. But, if their 
“final” show last August proved 
anything, you can be sure the 
party’s not entirely over for the 
group. “We're like Cher,” explains 
Stuffco. “Cher’s farewell tour has 
been going on for years. 

“If Pop Echo wants to do anoth- 
er record with us, we'll play more 
shows,” he continues. “We'd do 
anything they want us to do 
because: (a) they put their money 
where their mouth is, (b) they're 
professionals, (c) they're very hand- 
some. And it's a chance for me to 
play with these guys.” 

“It's awesome for us to get 
together, the four of us,” adds Veres. 
“To be able to get together to make 
retarded, stupid, crazy silly music 
together is just...” 

“Yeah,” says Stuffco. “It’s a love 
thing.” © 

DIETZCHE V. AND THE 
ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN 
With Bolide and Shout Out Out Out Out 

* Victory Lounge * Thu, Dec 23 (9pm) 
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notes 


By PHIL DUPERRON 
AND ROSS MOROZ 


Maybe you should 
consider another religion... 


The Agnostic Mountain Gospel 
Choir ¢ With Ben Sures « Side- 
track Café * Wed, Dec 29 All right, 
so they’re a four-piece, not a choir, 
and | don’t think they’re even Agnos- 
tic or of any denomination, really, but 
The Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir 
definitely delivers a musical religious 
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experience. 

Playing old-time delta blues with 
the ferocity of a punk band, the Cal- 
gary natives have been turning heads 
with their 2003 disc, Saint Hubert, 
which got nominated for “Best Blues 
Recording” at this year’s Western 
Canadian Music Awards. Upright 
bassist Viad Sobolewski says the band 
had a brilliant summer with their first 
tour out east and a host of festival 
appearances across the country. “We 
got lots of stuff going on,” he explains, 
“but | think our focus right now is to 
get ready to do some recording and 
get some new material out.” In fact, 
the band is set to start recording a 
new disc in January, which should be 
out by next summer. Like Saint Hubert, 
the followup will have a mix of original 
songs and traditional numbers culled 
from the distant past. 

Although things seem to be com- 
ing up roses for the Agnostics these 
days, anyone who caught them play- 


ing in town this summer would hay 
noticed Sobolewski’s booming ba;, 
was missing. “The van had caught fir. 
just outside Oshawa,” he explain 
“The rear axle had broken, and th- 
rear wheel well caught fire—it w, 
quite a thing. Anyway, the guys 4), 
ended up flying back to Calgary, lea, 
ing me to drive back across Canada | 
made it about as far as Dryde 
Ontario and the bearings went on th, 
same side, so | was stuck there.” 

“| couldn’t make it back in time {, 
play the show at the Black Dog 
Sobolewski continues, “so it was 
three-piece. But rest assured, ther, 
will be all four Choir members thj; 
time.” But even vehicular mishap; 
can’t get these choirboys down. “; 
had such a god-damned good sum 
mer,” says Sobolewski. “It was the 
first time off Id had in like, 15 
really. | had all the band money, | ha 
the Visa, | had unlimited time to ge 
back home.” (PD) 
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Escalator * With The Current 
“s Victory Lounge « Thu, Dec 

30 The escalator (or “inclined eleva- 
tor”) was invented by American Jesse 
w. Reno in 1891 and allowed people 
to climb stairs completely effortlessly. 
As cool as electric staircases are, 
though, this turn-of-the-century marvel 
should not be confused with Escalator, 
local singer-songwriter Dustin Cole’s 
latest project—although the former is a 

etty decent metaphor for the latter. 

“| like really simple metaphors,” 
says Cole, who's music career seems to 


be on the “up” escalator as of late 
after recently opening for the likes of 
suck 65 and Ashley Maclsaac despite 
Escalator having existed for less than 
year. “My music is not very abstract: | 
basically write pop songs.” 

Cole is unabashed about his pop sen- 
sibilities, although he concedes that pop 
has become a bit of a dirty word in con- 
temporary music circles. “I know there's a 


Wednesday Night Heroes * Starlite Room * Sat, Dec 18 * reVUE The old 
adage, “Bad things happen to good people,” was in full effect last Saturday night. 
After taking it upon themselves to throw a huge Christmas gig for Edmonton's punk 
scene, the Wednesday Night Heroes got into a traffic accident while on their way to 
the show. Luckily, no one was hurt, but their trusty touring van, which carried them 
all over North America this summer, was totaled, Not ones to let things get them 
down, the Heroes took the stage and laughed it off with a hundreds of screaming 
punks cheering them on. All the little boys and girls must have been good this year, 
because they got an early Christmas present as the Heroes unveiled a few brand 
new numbers mixed in with their set of crowd-pleasing singalongs. (PD) 
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lot of bad pop these days,” Cole admits, 
“but | can’t really think of my music 
being anything other than pop. | would- 
n‘t want to call it anything else.” 

Part of Escalator’s pop aesthetic 
comes from Cole's decidedly un-rock 
vocal influences. “The vocal style that | 
use | sort of borrowed from female 
vocalists,” he reveals, citing Stereolab’s 
Mary Hansen and Beth Gibbons of Por- 
tishead as influences. That said, Cole is 
inspired by at least one aggressive’ male 

* rack singer, confessing his admiration 
for ex-small’s frontman Mike Caldwell, 
with whom Cole has shared a bill. “I 
think he’s one of the best singers in the 
world,” Cole gushes. “He's a huge influ- 
ence of mine, and to be able to play 
with him was a huge honour.” 

As for what inspires his writing, 
Cole cites pretty universal pop themes. 
“\'m not inspired by political happen- 
ings; I'm definitely more prone to write 
about a relationship,” he explains, not- 
ing that, while introspective, his songs 
are rarely about himself. “Actually, a lot 
of my songs are sort of stories about 
made-up characters,” says Cole. “Late- 


ly, I've been writing a lot about my 
friends because lately their lives have 
been more exciting than my own. | 
think good pop songs sometimes have 
this larger-than-life quality.” 

While Cole has been a part of the 
local music scene for quite some time 
in various incarnations as a solo artist, 
Escalator is his first stab at fronting a 
band, and though he’s really enjoying 
the experience, he confesses he’s 
noticed his ensemble is a little different 
than most local groups. “Yeah, we're 
definitely not punk or hardcore or any- 
thing,” he laughs, “but we're hardcore 
about writing good pop songs.” (RM) 


Talkin’ turkey 


6th Annual Bishop’s Turkey Dinner 
¢ New City ° Fri, Dec 24 (7pm) It 
started as a fun idea to entertain and 
feed a handful of staff and regulars at the 
old New City during Christmas, but in 
every year since, the Bishop (a.k.a. 
Stephane Levesque) and the rest of the 
New City staff cooks a killer Christmas 


dinner—including tasty vegetarian fare— 
for all comers. “It's an alternative for 
Edmontonians who have nothing to do 
on Christmas or don’t celebrate Christ- 
mas but like turkey, are on their own or 
don't like cooking,” explains Levesque. 
"So it’s an alternative of a quality 
evening with food; good booze and fun 
music. Because it’s Christmas | got [D}] 
Jebus to do the music—Jebus himself.” 


~ Last year, New City fed 80 people, but 


many: more just came for the party, and 
it just keeps getting bigger. “This year, 
I'm getting almost 90 pounds of turkey,” 
Levesque says. “I'm getting five turkeys.” 

As the event has grown in size and 
popularity, they've found local media and 
businesses jumping on board to get the 
word out and help them spread the 
Christmas cheer even further. “Because 
most of the food and the turkey are 
donations and we charge under six bucks 
for the meal, we take all that money 
aside and we give it to [Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving],” says Levesque. “It’s even 
cheaper than buying stuff at home, and 
you don’t have to do dishes.” (PD) 


AFUNDRAISER FOR MADD 7PM 


SATURDAY DEC 26 
CLOSED FOR SANTA'S BIRTHDAY 


SUNDAY DEC 26 
BOXING DAY SUCKS! 
COME AND DANCE AND WITNESS BOMFIGHT! 


TUESDAY DEC 28 
GRAPPY XMAS GIFT XCHANGE BINGO 
(bring your crappy gift, and trade it for someone elses crappy gift) 


Friday Dec. 31 
NEW YEARS EVE 


Nikrofeelya & Dildozer in the ‘burbs 
Jebus and Adam in the Lounge 
2 rooms! One Cover! Huge Party! 


THURS JAN 6 corny 
EDMONTON ROCKERS UNITE! 
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Se OUR MERCURY 
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RAVGUN COWBOYS 
DOWN FORTHE COUNT 


MBM SOUND Presents: 


th 
nnual Latin New Years 


Featuring: “cet's Celebrate the New Year 2005 
America Rosa & Orquesta Energia 4% 
Music By: DJ Moreno & DJ Fuego Ss 


Salsa Show By: Stephane and Maria 


‘Party With Last Years Attendance 800 People!” . DELTA ~ 


EDMONTON SOUTH 
Tickets Available @ TIX On the Square-780-420-1797 0 Co ae 


Dec.3 1.2004 


msound.com / www.mbmsound.com 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC 29, 2004 


1. Madeleine Peyroux-Careless Love (Rounder) 
2. Neko Case-The tigers have spoken (Mint) 
3.Neil Young-Greatest Hits (Reprise) 
4. Tom Waits-Real gone (Anti) 
5. Alison Krauss & Union Station- 
Lonely runs both ways (Rounder) 
6. Elliot Smith-From a basement on the hill (Anti) 
7. U2-How to dismantle a bomb (Island) 
8, Leonard Cohen-Dear Heather (Sony) 
9. Ben Harper & the Blind boys of Alabama- 
There will be a light (Virgin) 
10. Rufus Wainwright-Want two (Dreamworks) 
11. Ray Charles-Genius loves company (Concord) 
12. Tegan and Sara-So Jealous (Superclose) 
13. OST-Ray (Warner) 
14. K.D. Lang - Hymns Of The 49th Parallel (nonesuch) 
15. Social Distortion-Sex, love & rock ‘n’ roll (time bomb) 
16. Aimme Mann-Live at St.Ann’s Warehouse (Superego) 
17. OST-Thinking XXX (Emperor Norton) 
18. A Perfect Circle-eMOTIVe (Virgin) 
19. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez-Angel of the moming (TMG) 
20. J.J. Cale -To Tulsa and Back (santuary) 
21. Pearl Jam-Rearview mirror (Sony) 
22. Interpol-Antics (Matador) 
23. Gwen Stefani-Love angel music baby (Universal) 
24. Pinback-Summer in Abaddon (Touch and Go) 
25. Rammstein-Reise Reise (Universal) 
26. Mark Knopfler-Shangri-La (Mercury) 
27. Blues Explosion-Damage (Sanctuary) 
28. Brian Wilson-Smile (Nonesuch) 
29. Harry Manx-Road ragas (Dog my cat) 
30. Cake-Pressure chief (Columbia) 


Fax your free listings to 
426-2889 or e-mail them 


to Glenys at 
listings@vueweekly.com 
Deadline Is Friday at 


3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Tim and Peter 


BACKSTAGE TAP 
AND GRILL Open 
stage jam; 8pm- 
midnight 

CARGO AND JAMES 
TEA SHOPPE Open 
stage hosted by Ron 
Taylor; 7:30-10pm 
CASINO 
YELLOWHEAD 
Rockolas 


CHRISTOPHERS Open 
stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 

DRUID Wynter 
Thursdays open stage 
DUSTER'S PUB Jam 
hosted by Brian Petch 

53 L'ATTITUDE 
Dominisimo (Latin | 
jazz); Ipm-midnight | 
FOUR ROOMS Rhonda | 
Withnell 

THE GRINDER Open 
stage hosted by Rust 
Reed; 9pm-midnight 
J.J.’S Thurdays Nu 
Music Stage: featuring 
Manhattan Jack, Just 
Drive (rock) 

KROBAR Joshua's 
Habit; 9pm 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE New City's 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


YOUR GUIDE TO LIVE MUSIC IN EDMONTON 


Christmas bash 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Shuyler Jansen's 
Hobotron (CD release 
party), Lane Arndt, 
Chad Van Gaalen; 8pm; 
$7 (door) 


UNION HALL Connor's 
Road; donation to food 
bank 


URBAN LOUNGE 
Hyndsyt; $5 
VICTORY LOUNGE 
Dietzche V. and the 
Abominable Snowman 
(7" release party), 
Bolide, Shout Out Out 
Out Out; $7 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY 
Vintage Thursdays: 
retro rock, dance and 
old school hip hop 


AZUCAR NIGHT 
CLUB Urban Nights: 
Elephant Man: after 
concert party with D] 
Touch It 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Animation 
Station: Trip hop, drum 
‘n’ bass with MC 
Deadly, Gundam, Dale 
Force 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE | 
Escapack Entertainment | 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE Thump: intron- 
ica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 


DECADANCE Soul 
Heaven: house with 
Tripswitch, Sweetz, T- 
Bass, Alvaro, Femme 
Funk, Rezidnt Funk 
DEWEY’S Hip Hop 
101: with Jsmilz 
ELEPHANT AND CAS- 
TLE ON WHYTE 


Sleeman Method STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Thursdays: hip hop, Top 40 dance, R&B 
downtempo with D} URBAN LOUNGE 
ESCAPE ULTRA Paper Scissors tourna- 
LOUNGE Thursday ment featuring 

Ladies Night: Top 40, Hyndsyt; 3pm-2am; $5 
R&B, retro with Dj VELVET LOUNGE 


Shocker 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Punk Rock Bingo with 
Dj S.W.A.G. 


GAS PUMP Ladies 
Nite: Top 40/dance 
with D} Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI Dj 
Jeff 


LONGRIDERS Hot 
Latin Nights; free dance 
lessons 8-9:30pm 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Rub-A-Dub 
Thursday: rocksteady, 
dub reggae with DJ 
Jeebus and the 
Operation Redication 
Sound System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress; eletro/new 
wave with D] Miss 
Mannered and guests; 
no minors 


POWER PLANT Crush 
On Fridays: Top 40 
with D] Redpoint 
RENDEZVOUS Metal 
Night with DJ] McNasty 


THE ROOST Rotating 
shows: Sticky’s open 
stage and the Weakest 
Link game with DJ 


| Jazzy second and last 


Thursday; $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member) 
SAVOY Funk and 
downtempo with Ben 
Jamin 

SEEDY’S D) night 
SIDETRACK CAFE 
Night Watch with 
Russell Gragg 


Urban Substance: hip 
hop/R&B end of exams 
jam with Spincycle, 
Invinceable, |-Money, 
Sean B 

VICTORY LOUNGE 
NRMLS WLCM: Electro 
synth pop hip hop with 
D} Nik7 and guests; 
9pm 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 6th Annual 
Bishops turkey dinner; 
fundraiser for MADD; 


7pm 
DUS 


BOOTS Retro Disco: 
retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Christmas Eve dance 
party 

ESCAPE ULTRA 
LOUNGE With Urban 
Metropolis 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Shake Yo’ Ass with 
Santa and Dj 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Euro Blitz: best new 
European music with 
Dj) Outtawak 
Downstairs: D} Jazzy; 
$4 (member)/$6 (non- 
member) 


URBAN LOUNGE 
Rockin’ Christmas Eve 
Party with D} Gilligan; 
6pm-2am; $5 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 
Di 


Season greetings 
from wile Weekly, 


“DUS 


BOOTS Flashback 
Saturdays: retro dance 
house with Derrick 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties, 
new music with D} 
Jazzy Downstairs: 
Retro music with D} 
Dan and Mike; $4 
(member)/$6 (non- 
member) 


LIVE MusiC, 


BLIND PIG PUB AND 
GRILL Sunday jam 
with Carmen Cook 


BLACK DOG 
FREEHOUSE ReClaim 
Live Alternative Jazz 
Sundays: hosted by 
Rubim de Toledo 
(bassist) and guests; no 
cover 

CARGO AND JAMES 
TEA SHOPPE Open 
stage with Bob 
Robichaud; 7-10pm 
FOX PUB Lost 
Republik, Synpsycle; 


Nothing says “Happy New Year's” quite like a wall of amplifiers blaring obnoxious rock ’n’ roll while you deadify your remain- 
ing brain cells with alcoholic shots with ambiguously sexual-sounding names. But if you've still yet to secure tickets for what is 
always the biggest bash of, uh, December for a while and then January, you might suddenly find yourself with a whole lot less 
jaw-dropping, ass-shakin’, random-kissin’ debauchery to do and a whole lot more lame, sitting-on-your-couchery in the mix. 
So, my friend, let me remind you of a few events going down on New Year's that you'd best hurry up and book, lest you be 
left with no choice but to fall out of the loser tree and hit every branch on the way down. —HEATHER ADLER 


BLACK DOG KROBAR theme with prizes including | Waking Eyes and Tupelo 


/ 


LEONARD COHE 


DEAR HEATHER =| 


The much anticipated new album 
from Leonard Cohen features 12 
new recordings and is his first since 
2001's 10 new songs. | wonder if 


10425 Whyte Ave + 432- 
0355 

Tribute to Hank Williams 
and Townes van Zandt fea- 
turing the Swiftys, Shuyler 
Jansen, Terry Morrison and 
guests * $10 


KINGS KNIGHT PUB 
9221-34 Ave * 433-2599 


10551-82 Ave * 916-1557 
Music by Broken Nose * 
Tickets available at Krobar 
and Filthy McNasty’s * $10 


THE ONE ON WHYTE 
10544-82 Ave * 437-7699 
Music by Wide Mouth 
Mason * Champagne and 


a trip to Mardi Gras, big 

screen TY, trip to Jasper * 
Doors open at 7pm * no 
minors * $54.95 


Honey * 8pm * no minors * 
349.95 


SIDETRACK CAFE 


10333-112 St * 421-1326 


SEEDY’S 

10314-104 St + 421-0992 
Music by Les Tabernacles 
and the Blame-Its * $12 


Music by the Superband 
and guests * Doors at 7pm 
* $15 (advance)/$20 (door) 


Party favours * $40 

SHAW CONFERENCE CEN- 
TRE 

9797 jasper Ave * 421-9797 
The Bear's Children’s Fund 
New Year's Bash 2005 * 
Music by Sam Roberts, The 


10030-102 St + 428-1099 
Music by Social Code with 
Long Way Down " |* $17.50 


Music by Chunk, Face First 
and Stereo Therapy * Doors 
at 6pm, show at 9:30pm * 
$13.75 (advance)/$17.50 
(day of) 


many people will drink coffee whilst 
listening to this brand new Leonard 
Cohen album? Mery Christmas. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


RED'S 

West Edmonton Mail + 481- 
6420 

Music by Tom Cochrane 
and Red Ryder * Mardi Gras 


NEW YEARS EVE 
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7pm (door), 9pm 
(band); $3; DJ at 
midnight 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Monkey's Uncle; 7pm 
(door); no cover 


KROBAR Las ca 
pa! guests; 9pm 
O'BYRNE'S jam; 
9:30pm 


Jam with 
Mike McDonald; 10pm ~ 

CAFE 
Under the Covers 
sundays: Free Beer And 
Pie, Dj Dudeman, 
8:30pm; $6 
URBAN LOUNGE 
Boxing Day Blow-out 
Bash; 7pm-2am 


DUS 


———— 


CALIENTE 
MIGHTCLUB Ladies 
Night: urban with DJ 
invincible 
MANHATTAN CLUB 
industry Sundays: top 
40, dance/R&B 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Dance and 
boxfight 


ONE ON WHYTE 
House party with DJ 
Crownroyal 

THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show 
Beer Bash: every long 
weekend with D] Jazzy; 
$2 


SAVOY French Pop 
mixed with Deja D) 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Somatic Sunday: pro- 
gressive beats with D} 
Eightsix, DJ Dfekt, 
guests 

URBAN LOUNGE 


Boxing Day blow out 
bash with D] Gilligan; $5 


VENUE GUIDE 


THE ARMOURY 
10310-85 Ave, 702- 
1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP 
AND GILL 7704-104 
St, 432-4611 


AZUCAR NIGHT 
CLUB 11733-78 St, 
479-7400 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR 10324-82 Ave, 


upstairs, 436-4418 


BILLY BOB’S 
LOUNGE Continental 
inn, 16625 Stony Plain 
Road, 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 
439-1082 


BLIND PIG PUB AND 
GRILL 32 St. Anne St, 
St. Albert, 418-6332 
BOOTS 10242-106 St, 
423-5014 

BUDDY’S NIGHT- 
CLUB 117258 Jasper 
Ave, 488-6636 
CALIENTE NIGHT- 
CLUB 10815 Jasper 


LIVE MUSIC 


SSeS 
L.B.'S PUB Open stage 
with Randy Martin; 
9pm-2am 

THE ROOST Special 
Monday opening 
dance; 9pm 


Ben Spencer with quests 
the best of open stage; 
9pm; no cover 


Dus 


BLACKDOG FREE- 
HOUSE Dj 
Pennytentiary 


DUSTER’S PUB Dj Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Metal Mondays with D] 
S.W.A.G. 

O'BYRNE’S Hip 
Mondays: Industry 
night with DJ Finnegan, 
live music 

THE ROOST Special 
opening with Djs; 9pm 
dance 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Manic Monday: Old 
skool, R&B, hip hop 
with Harman B and DJ 
Kwake 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND 
GRILL Open jam with 
Mark Ammar 


Ave, 425-0850 


CANADIAN LEGION 
jasper Place, #255, 
10220-156 St, 996- 
4411 


CARGO AND JAMES 
TEA SHOPPE 10634- 
82 Ave, 433-8152 


CASINO (EDMON- 
TON) 7055 Argyll Rd, 
463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOW- 
HEAD) 12464-153 St, 
463-9467 


CHRISTOPHER'S 
PARTY PUB 2021 
Millbourne Rd, West, 
462-6565 


COWBOYS 10102- 
180 St, 481-8739 


DECADANCE 10018- 
105 St, 990-1792 


DRUID 11606 Jasper 
Ave, 454-9928 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402- 
118 Ave, 474-5554 


ELEPHANT AND 
CASTLE ON WHYTE 


DRUID Open stage 
with Chris Wynters 
LEGENDS PUB Open 
jam hosted by Gary 
Thomas 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Crappy Xmas 
gift exchange bingo 


| O'BYRNE'S Celtic night 


with Shannon Johnson 
and friends; 9:30pm 


PEPPERS Open stage 
hosted by the Darryl 
Meyer Quartet (R&B, 
blues, jazz) 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Homestead Records 
Showcase: John Wort 
Hannam, The Hootin 
Annies, Shawndel, 
Jamie Calan and Gordie 
Matthews, Joanne and 
Haley Myrol; 8pm; $8 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa 
and the City; 9pm; 
Salsa dance lessons 
8pm; $5 (door) 


VICTORY LOUNGE 
Escalator, The Current 


Swell 
DUS 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE Viva with D] 
Sean 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Dj Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHT- 
CLUB Basement 
Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dance 
hall with Bomb Squad, 
Dj Invinceable, Q.B. 


DECADANCE Too Cool 
for Tuesdays: Ambient, 
Trip hop, goa and 
glitch with Galatea, 
Bitstream and guests 


DUSTER’S PUB Dj 
“Name a Tune” Dan 


10314-82 Ave, 439- 
4545 


ESCAPE ULTRA 
LOUNGE WEM, 489- 
1330 


53 L'ATTITUDE 
10612-82 Ave, 431- 
5343 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
10511-82 Ave, 432- 
5224 


FOUR ROOMS 
RESTAURANT 
Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave, 426-4767 


FOX PUB 10125-109 
St, 990-0680 


GAS PUMP 10166- 
114 St, 488-4841 


LE GLOBE 14921 
Stony Plain Rd, 489- 
1022 


THE GRINDER 10957- 
124 St, 453-1709 


GUILTY MARTINI 
10338-81 Ave, 433- 
7183 


J.J.’S 13160-118 Ave, 
489-7462 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
9221-34 Ave, 433- 
2599 


KROBAR 10551-82 
Ave, upstairs, 916- 


| 


| FILTHY McNASTY’S 
| Twisted Trivia with D] 


Whit-Ford 

NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion: industri- 
al/EBM/electro/goth 
with Nik Rofeelya 


| THE ROOST Flamingo 


Bingo with D] Janny; 8- 
midnight; $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member) 
SEEDY’S Tuesday 
Nights with D] Miss 
Mannered 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Night Watch with Dj 
Whitey Houston 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Open mic; 8pm 


BLACK DOG 
FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch 


| CANADIAN LEGION 


Open stage hosted by 
Dino Dominelli Hot 
Five; 9-midnight; no 
cover 


COWBOYS Collective 


| Soul; 7pm; $24.95; 


tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Shucker 
| KINGSKNIGHT PUB 


Kenny Shields of 
Streetheart; 7pm 


O'BYRNE'S Chris 
Wynters and friends; 
9:30pm 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Northern Bluegrass 


| Circle Music Society 


bluegrass jam; 7:30pm 


ROSSDALE 
COMMUNITY HALL 


1557 


L.B.’S PUB 111-23 
Akins Dr, St. Albert, 
460-9100 


LEGENDS PUB 6104- 
172 St, 481-2786 


LONGRIDERS 
SALOON 11733-78 St, 
479-7488 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
10345-105 St, 484- 
2211 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 10081 Jasper 
Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
10081 jasper Ave, 
downstairs, 413-4578 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 
Ave, 414-6766 


ONE ON WHYTE 
10544 82 Ave, 437- 
7699 


PEPPERS Westmount 
Shopping Centre, 111 
Ave, 135 St, 451-8022 


PLEASANTVIEW 
HALL 10860-57 Ave, 
434-5997 


POWER PLANT U of 
A Campus, 492-3101 


RENDEZVOUS 10108- 
149 St, 444-1822 
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Little Flower open stage 
hosted by Brian Gregg; 
8pm 

SIDETRACK CAFE Ben 
Sures, 8-9:30pm; 
Agnostic Gospel 
Mountain Choir, 10:15- 
11:30pm; $8 
VICTORY LOUNGE 
Victory jam; The 
Guaranteed, D] Pinch 
Selecta; open stage 
between sets; $5/no 
cover for musicians 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Wild Cherry: deep 
house/progressive/ 
breaks with Tripswitch 
and guests 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE Glitter Gulch 
with D] Buster Friendly; 
no cover 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with D} 
Stephan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Mix Tape Bar Star 
College Nite with D} 
Rock ‘n’ Rogers 

LE GLOBE Dj Moreno 


GUILTY MARTINI D| 
Sunny 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE New City 

| Dolls: Glam, punk, metal 
with Skinny J, J} Frenchy 


THE ROOST Amateur 
Strip: Weena Luy, Sticky 
| Vicky with Dj Alvaro; 
$1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


SEEDY’S Dj night 

SIDETRACK CAFE 

| Revolving Mystery with 
guest D} 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 

Blue Velvet: Urban elec- 


tronica with Derelict 
and Soulus 


UR 
SOUTHSIDE'S BEST LIVE VENUE 


“ANGST © 439- 


HECK OUT URBANLOUNGE NET FOR INFORMATION & VIP TREATHENT 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 25 


EY NDS Y=") 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 24 


ID 
ROCKIN’ CHRISTINAS EWE 


PARTY ‘ 
SUNDAY DECEMBER BOXING DAY 


ID BLOWOUT BASH 


3O_ CONNORS ROAD 
ROCK, PAPER, SCISSORS, TOURNAMENT THURSDAY NIGHTS! 


ei ea 


- DECEMBER 


A 


Aes) DANCING LIESSONS START AT 
RNASE 51.75 BOTTLES OF A MARCA BAVA’ 


hi TUESDAY! 


GRAND OPENING FEATURE: 25% off the food menu 


FEATURES: 


Import Wednesdays 
Ml imports bottles at domestic price 
Sitay Wednesdays - Chicken, Pork or Beef $1 cach 


$2 Off Martinis The One wine 
and food experience 
THE ROOST 10345- 
104 St, 426-3150 


ROSEBOWL 10111- 
117 St, 482-2589 


ROSSDALE HALL 
10135-96 Ave, 429- 
3624 


ROXY THEATRE 
10708-124 St, 453- 
2440 

SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 
438-0373 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 
St, 421-0992 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
10333-112 St, 421- 
1326 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
201, 10368-82 Ave, 
437-2293 


TICKETMASTER 451- 
8000 


UNION HALL Argyll, 
99 St, 702-0318 


URBAN LOUNGE 
8111-105 St, 439- 
3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 
10041-170 St, 930- 
4222 


VICTORY LOUNGE 
10030-102 St (down- 
stairs), 428-1099 


Tw aPAaxT 
Hospitality House 
Party Sunday 
No Cover 


Whyte Saturday 


Vanilla and Liqu 
Whytecockte fe 
for $7.2 


Dirty Friday 
"The Dirty One" cocktail 
is featured Jor $7.28 


OPENS AT 3PM TUESDAY-SUNDAY © HAPPY HOUR EVERYDAY FROM 3-8PM 


HIGHBALLS & OOMESTIC BEER $3.25 * HOUSE WINE $3.75 


GREAT FRIENDS, GREAT MUSIC, GREAT FOOD 
10544-82 AVE. 


PH:437-7699 
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1008] JASPER AVE 4as-a5ea 


‘FRANKLINS 
RAYGUN COWBOYS 


2.175 PINTS 
OF BIG ROCK 
ALL NIGHT 


Witdayt 


Home ice atvantage 


Local folk artists 
band together for 
Homestead | 
Christmas Party 
Showcase 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


r years now, Homestead 
Process and engineer/producer 
Barry Allen have been recording 
great albums by a wide variety of 
Albertan musicians—and to high- 
light the bounty of talent that’s 
come through their doors recently, 
they've organized a Christmas show- 
case featuring five diverse acts. Allen, 
who is a successful recording artist 
in his own right, has a reputation for 
coaxing the best possible perfor- 
mances out of the artist he works 
with, making him a hot commodity 
in Edmonton’s thriving music scene. 
Singer/songwriter John Wort Han- 
nam, just one of the artists performing 
at the showcase, was first introduced 
to Allen’s work while recording back- 
up vocals for a friend’s CD. Even 
though he lives in Fort Macleod, a 
small community south of Calgary, he 
chose to come up to Edmonton and 
record his debut disc, A Pocket Full of 


Holes, at Homestead. “When it came 
time to record some of my own 
songs,” Hannam says, “I snooped 
around a little bit in Calgary—it made 
more sense for me to go to Calgary 
just because it’s that much closer—but 
I'd had a good experience with Barry 
and knew he could put out a great 
product and stuff like that, so I decid- 
ed to go back there.” 

Although Hannam sang in choirs 
as a boy in England before moving to 
Canada as a youngster, he didn’t start 
playing his roots music live until a few 


=| SHOWCASE 


years ago. “I certainly came to it late,” 
he explains. “I was one of those 
guys—probably like lots of others— 
who spent a couple years sitting in my 
basement, writing songs, and finally 
one day I thought, ‘Hey I should go 
somewhere and sing these.’” 

After a couple years of spinning 
his musical yarns about the people 
and places he came to know and love 
in Alberta, audiences were hungry to 
get their hands on some of his music. 
Hannam was still pretty new to the 
music business when he recorded A 
Pocket Full of Holes, and Allen helped 
show him the ropes. “I got the sense 
that he knows how to push you to 
get the best performance, but he also 
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knows when you've had enough 
Hannam notes. “You know, when 
you've tried it a few times that da, 
and maybe you should leave it unt 
another day and move on to a diffe; 
ent song—that was kind of what | 
needed. I needed someone to reall), 
take me through the process o; 
recording because I really knew 
absolutely nothing going in to 
recording my first album, other than 
what I had done doing those backing 
vocals, and for that I didn’t even 
have to think—they just gave me the 
lyrics, and I went in there and J sang 
He’s a very patient person and reall, 
great to work with.” 

Hannam released Dynamite and 
‘Dozers, his sophomore disc, this sum- 
mer, which was also recorded by 
Allen. Both albums have been 
received well, and he’s now able to 
focus on his music full-time. “I scrape 
by like lots of others, and some 
months are scarier than others,” Han- 
nam says, “but I’ve managed to start 
paying the bills playing music.” 
Although he admits it would be easier 
to stay connected to the music com- 
munity if he lived in the city, small- 
town life is more economical for a 
struggling musician, and the lifestyle 
appeals to Hannam. “I really love this 
small town,” he says, “but getting 
back to paying the bills, it’s very 
apparent that I couldn’t survive in 
Calgary or Edmonton on the wage 
that I make. I can in a small town 
Also, I live here just because a lot of 
my songs are sort of rural-based, 
small-town-based, land-based and 
stuff like that. I’m definitely hooked 
on the prairies. I quite like it.” © 

HOMESTEAD CHRISTMAS 

PARTY SHOWCASE 

Featuring John Wort Hannam, Jamie 
Calan & Gordie Matthews, Shawndel, 
Joanne & Haley Myrol and The Hootin 
Annies © Sidetrack Café * Tue, Dec 28 


FREECLOUD 


RECORDS, CD'S, TAPES 
NEW * USED’ |MPORTS 


GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
STICKERS, PINS, PATCHES. ZINES. LP & 7° SLEEVES 
ROCKIN’ RECORDS 2005 PRICE GUIDE IN STOCK 


NEW SWAG: DEFIANCE RISE & FALL LP, MASTODON LP 
MBS SHIRTS, TOQUES & HOODIES. INSTAPUNKS CD 
BEASTIE BOYS 12'S, MISFITS & NIRVANA 7’S, STREETS LP 
PERE UBU LP, JELLO/MELVINS LP. 45 CENTREPIECES 


PAY NO GST ON NEW IMP 
MON-FR * CLOSED XMAS ' DEC 26 11-5 


10764 101 ST 


429-1476 


er On Whyte 


Package A 


$30 includes: 
| il NYE Buttet 


d Seating 


Package B 
$20 includes: 
Admission to the All Canadian New 
r’s Party! 
and Party Favours 


heckuy i good time eh! 


Dinner Reservations starting at 6 PM 
Limited number of Tables available! 


www.hudsonstaphouse.com Whyte Ave. - 10307 - Whyte Ave. 


petore you = 
celebrate new years r| 
e: c AE 


the standard 


We've thrown open the doors and combined Hudsons and The Standard into one super-venue! 


2 DJ’s, 2 Dancefloors, 2 Parties, 2 Times the Fun, 1 Low Price 


tickets $30 in advance 
$40 at the door 
Hudsons Special NYE 

Buffet, champagne, tudsons Dinner Reserv mp starting at 6 PM 
entertainment, party 

iflelecme ale maale)ic) 


tickets $20 in advance, 
$30 at the door 
champagne, } i } 1, 2004 
entertainment, part 
CALL NOW! 438-2582 


favors and more 
Mlanlicclomalelanlel-lm lm liel.d-iccmeN cll ic lel|- 


rd - Doors thrown open at 9PM 


Dress your casual best 


PACKAGEB PACKAGE A 


6107 - 104 street 
www.the-standard.ca 


TatHaciel tele (ss 


Parties! \ 
POE CN Mayy YEARS, Z00% : 


new years eve 
Special New Years Happy Hour 
$ 1 Hi-balls-9-1Opm 
Doors:9pm 
TICKET PRICES INCLUDE 

fo) arotan) ex=\elal~ 

party favors 

entertainment 

er-lateManleroiammenleoiamanele— 


dress your casual best. disco attire fo} o) dle} atl 


tickets $ 10.00 in advance 
Kan hon OO m-lmelelele 


CALL NOW 702-1800 
LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE 
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CONNECTION 
Boxing Week Sale! 


SounD 


Dec 26th - 31st 


0% OF 


425-8721 


Ie. al. cO04 


LP'S ° CD'S > AND MORE 
NEW - USED 


10838-124th St. 


A LEGEND CONTINUE 
@) 


DOORS @ 7:00 
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By HEATHER ADLER 


THIS WEEK: Project Orange’s Jean- 
Christophe Boles and Jean- 
Sebastien Boies discuss the 
making of Megaphobe 


Making an album is, at the best of 
times, about as easy as stapling Jell-O 
to the wall—there are pressures from 
the record label, time constraints, 
monetary worries and all that internal 
artistic turmoil, which has been known 
to get to the best of even, well, the 
best. But for Quebec City’s Project 
Orange, the task of crafting their 
sophomore album, Megaphobe, was 
even more complicated than your 
average recording stint: the band, 
comprised of brothers Jean-Christophe 
and Jean-Sebastien Boies, changed lan- 
guages from French to English midway 
through their recording, suffered 
through a six-month break forced 
upon them when Jean-Sebastien came 
down with blood poisoning disease, 
and changed studios no less than three 
times. It was a long, arduous process 
for the duo, but after their album 
recently hit the streets, they were duly 
rewarded with their first smash single, 
“Tell All Your Friends,” which hit num- 
ber two on the MuchMusic countdown 
last week. 

“We just heard our video was num- 
ber two, and that’s so amazing 
because you can’t imagine how unsure 
we were when we started this big 
adventure,” singer Jean-Christophe 
explains in a thick French accent. “We 
didn’t even know if the English market 
would embrace our songs, and we had 
started the album entirely over just to 
try to get to them. Having the song 
played to everyone in Canada is very 
exciting to us.” 

Although their English might not 
be perfect—the brothers fumble on 
their speech, often searching for the 
right words as we talk—the Project 
Orange duo seem to have picked up 
the phonetics of music just fine. Jean- 
Christophe worked with Toronto-based 
singer-songwriter Simon Wilcox to 
help him work on his phrasing, but he 
Says the transition from French music 
wasn’t as difficult as he had anticipat- 
ed. “Phonetically, it’s obvious that it's 
easier to sing in English than it is in 
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French,” he explains. “Even when we 
were little, we were listening to English 
music because that’s what is played 
everywhere. We’re used to singing 
along to a song that we don’t even 
know the meaning to.” 

Before Megaphobe, Project 
Orange had a self-titled debut, which 
did incredibly well on the French 
market with its poetically raw brand 
of atmospheric rock. That albun 
spawned four singles and earned the 
group a MuchMusic award for Best 
French Video, so making the leap in 
languages was quite a risk for the 
group, as they jeopardized alienating 
their original supporters. But Jean- 
Sebastien says although they had 
always thought they would eventually 
move over to English, the change 
caught even them by surprise. “When 
you're French Canadian and living in 
Quebec, you're marginalized to a 
very small audience,” he notes 
“Whereas if you record in English 
you have the opportunity to play 
everywhere, plus it was a very, very 
cool challenge to do it. We had 
thought about going to English at 
some point, but we were actually 
recording our second album in 
French—it was almost done. But we did 
a couple more songs in English; BMG 
heard them, and they loved those 
songs, so they told us to start over 
again and write more English songs.” 

So, the brothers began rewriting 
and re-recording, but in the midst of 
their first setback came another, 
much more devastating one: Jean- 
Sebastien came down with blood poi 
soning, which caused his kidneys to 
shut down, and the album was once 
again delayed. “I had to go on dialy- 
sis—where they run all your blood 
through a machine—and | was totally 
out for six months,” Jean-Sebastien 
explains. “My girlfriend also had her 
second baby the same day | got this 
terrible sickness.” 

But out of all the adversity, Mega- 
phobe, a thoughtful, slightly experi- 
mental, rock record with dirty pop 
sensibilities and hear-aching har 
monies, eventually got done. Jean 
Christophe says the sound and content 
of their now hit album was influenced 
greatly by everything the brothers 
endured while tracking it. “Most of the 
songs were actually written after he 
got sick, so when I was writing lyrics it 
was such a huge thing,” he says. “It 
taught me to think about life in 4 
whole new way.” 

“You wake up every morning feel- 
ing blessed to be alive,” Jean-Sebastien 
says, “so you want to do only those 
things that really mean something to 
you. It brought intensity to our lives 
and our music.” @ 


By DAVID STONE 


| don’t know what it is, but when a year 
draws to a close, we all tend to reflect 
on the capsule of time that's gone by. 
What's more, 2004 has given all of us a 
lot to consider. Ask for a word to cap it 
all off, and most people might pick 
“divisive”—just look to how all the elec- 
tions around the world turned out. 
America was split down the middle, 
Canada wound up with a minority gov- 
ernment, and thousands have camped 
out in downtown Kiev to rally against 
what they see as the theft of democracy. 

But club culture began to break 
down walls in 2004, as the music began 
to redefine itself on a global scale, 
embracing its roots and rediscovering the 
fun. It’s safe to say that the key moment 
for dance music in 2004 came in August, 
when the world tuned into the television 
broadcast of the opening ceremonies for 
the Summer Olympics in Athens, Greece. 
As the athletes paraded into the stadium, 
the music we heard wasn’t the usual sym- 
phonic fanfare, but the epic strains of 
trance, spun by Dutch superstar Tlésto. 
Suddenly the music became a legitimate 
sound. Reports of disco’s demise may 
have been exaggerated, it seems. 

Our local epoch came when Felix 


Da Housecat visited the Standard. 
Whizzing his way through a genre-mash- 
ing set, the veteran Dj] presided over the 
most eclectic crowd I've seen in years— 
jaded ravers shuffled alongside indie rock- 
ers with ecstatic results. A similar moment 
happened back in November when 
Turbo Recordings labelmates Chromeo 
and Tiga visited the Starlite Room/Victory 
Lounge within days of each other. 
Bridging the gaps wouldn’t have 
happened if you didn’t have local cham- 
pions like Nik7 and the guys in Dietzche 
V. and the Abominable Snowman 
laying down the planks. Every Thursday 
at the Victory Lounge, Nik7’s NRMLS 
WLCM club night proved that there was 
no reason why you couldn’t hear hip 
hop, electro and punk alongside each 
other. In the case of DVAS—who are per- 
forming at NRMLS WLCM tonight 
(Thursday) to celebrate the release of 
their new 7” single on Pop Echo 
Records—rock and dance music have 
never been treated as mutually exclusive. 


EDMONTON’S UNDERGROUND rock 
scene seemed to find its dancing feet this 
year, though. Listen to the groove-heavy 
tunage of The Floor, the static twang of 
AA Sound System, the abandon of Shout 
Out Out Out Out, the twitch of Bolide, 
the soul of the Gravity Collective, the 
angst of All Purpose Voltage Heroes and 
the sheen of Bebob Cortez, and you'll 
hear the lasting influence of bands like 
the Clash, who fearlessly abandoned the 
conventions of their day by embracing 
reggae and hip hop. 

The notion of the Dj also transformed 
this past year. When James Zabiela 
dropped into Bar None earlier in Decem- 
ber, he dazzled the crowd with his mas- 
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tery of technology, reinventing the music 
as he was spinning it, using loops and 
effects like a digital Mozart. Back in the 
spring, Way Out West brought out their 
new vocalist Omi to their show at Escape, 
using laptops and keyboard controllers to 
twist up the music. Let’s not forget about 
Canadian pioneer John Acquaviva, who 
rocked Globe using Final Scratch, a clever 
piece of mixing software he helped devel- 
op with old friend Richie Hawtin and has 
since been adopted by heavyweights like 
Paul Van Dyk. 

This was also a year when local tal- 
ent found an audience beyond the city 
limits. Guys like Kristoff, Cartridge 
and Scott McFadyen created music 
that struck a chord with labels in distant 
lands, proving that you didn’t have to 
leave town to make an impression, and 
setting an example for other budding 
producers to keep banging away. 

But the true sign that electronic 
music has the potential to rule came 
when Tiésto visited Escape. He might 
have rocked through a blinding set of 
trance and techno, but you only had 
to look at the packed room full of club- 
bers to understand that electronic 
music still has the power to thrill. 

But the mission to keep that thrill 
going falls upon our local scene, which 
was kept alive over the past year by the 
promoters, clubs, Djs and artists who 
sacrificed time, money and their wits to 
make sure the music was always playing, 
and of course, thanks to all of you who 
supported them. It wasn’t an easy year, 
but personally, I'm charged about what 
might happen in 2005, and what I might 
see when | step into another D] booth 
and look out into a club. It’s the end of 
the year as we know it, and | feel fine. © 
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By STEVEN SANDOR 


THIS WEEK: Long Way Down's 
Jack Grandy discusses Our Lady 
Peace's Naveed 


Long Way Down is a St. Albert-based 
power quartet that should become more 
familiar to Edmontonians when they 
open for Social Code’s New Year's Eve 
show at the Starlite Room. But for those 
who want to know what to expect before 
they head down to the gig, Long Way 
Down plays an unapologetic brand of 
rock ‘n‘ roll, aimed at both the ears and 
abdomen. With heavy emphasis on guitar 
melodies and driving rhythms, Long Way 
Down's music will be a comfort for any- 
one who feels ostracized at places where 
mainstream rock is pooh-poohed. The 
band is still working on a full-length CD 
release to follow up their 2002 EP, End of 
the Road, but some new songs can be 
found at www.newmusiccanada.com. 

For lead singer Jack “Jacko” Grandy, it 
was the work of Canadian rock superstars 
Our Lady Peace that first made him want 
to make a go at a music career. And even 
though Grandy wasn’t even a teenager 


when the album first came out, hearing 
Raine Maida’s signature, high-pitched 
vocals was enough to convince him he 
wanted to become a rock ‘n’ roll singer. “I 
would have to say that the 1995 album 
Naveed, from fellow Canadians Our Lady 
Peace, is the album that really inspired me 
to take my stab at life as a musician,” says 
Grandy. “I was all of 12 when | first heard 
the title track ‘Naveed’ on the radio, and | 
was instantly captivated by the band’s 
sound. | picked up the album almost 
immediately after.” 

“{t has all the ingre- 
dients of a staple rock 
album,” he continues, 
“but what really seemed 
to make it stand out in 
my mind was the incred- 
ible percussion from a 
then 18-year-old Jeremy 
Taggart and Raine 
Maida’s soaring vocals. 
There were so many 
rhythmical hooks. Almost immediately, | 
was able to lose myself in the lyrics— 
could sense that there was a lot of drive 
and a message behind this band.” 

With hit singles on the Canadian 
charts like the infectious rocker “Starseed” 
and the more mystical title track, which 
allowed Maida to show off his high vocal 
register, Naveed made Our Lady Peace 
Canada’s heir to the our Home and 
Native Land’s throne of rock. By 1997, 
the band’s reach stretched across not 
only Canada but the United States as 
well, when the followup release, Clumsy, 
became a major international smash. 
Because of Clumsys success, Sony decid- 


ed to release Naveed, which was not pre- 
viously available to American audiences, 
in the United States two years after it was 
originally released. Because of this, much 
of the American fanbase considers 
Naveed to be the band’s most inaccessi- 
ble effort; it was thought to be an album 
too concemed with Maida’s vocal trickery 
and song ideas, and so it has remained 
more abstract than anything the band 
has attempted since then. Because of the 
way Naveed was re-released in markets 
outside of Canada, it has 
become the album that 
most divides OLP fans. 

While many Ameri- 
can critics hail Naveed as 
the rather difficult pre- 
quel to Clumsy, Grandy, 
like most Canadian fans 
that watched the band 
progress through the 
last decade, sees it as an 
album that stands the 
test of time. For them, it is a passionate 
attempt to make rock music a lot more 
interesting than the humdrum. “It was 
evident that there was a definite passion 
for the music; so much so that it was 
reflective in the way it made me feel,” 
Grandy says. “| got the butterflies-in-the- 
stomach feeling. That was when | really 
knew that | wanted to be a musician, 
and that | would do everything possible 
to make that dream come true. And 
here | am.” 

If you can’t make it down to catch 
Long Way Down’s New Year's Eve 
extravaganza with Social Code, they will 
also be playing January 15 at Red's. © 
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TO DISMANTLE AN 
ic BOMB 


SHANIA TWAIN 
ATEST HITS 

GWEN STEFANI 
OVE ANGEL MUSIC E 
EMINEM 


5) GREEN DAY 
AMERICAN IDIOT 
6) 2PAC 

| LOYAL TO THE GAME 
7) ROD STEWART 


|| STARDUST: GREAT 
AMERICAN SONGBOOK 


8) NEIL YOUNG 
GREATEST HITS 

9) GEORGE STRAIT 

| 50 NUMBER ONES(2CD) 
| 10) NORAH JONES 

| FEELS LIKE HOME 


é @ iy k aks 
1) LORD OF THE RINGS: 
RETURN OF THE KING 
2) COLLATERAL 
(2Dvb) 
3) I, ROBOT 
4) ELF (2DVD) 
5) SPIDER-MAN 2 
(2Dvb) 
6) SHREK 2 
7) HARRY POTTER & 
THE PRISONER OF 
AZKABAN 
8) TOP GUN 
-.| COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
9) STAR WARS TRILOGY 
(aDvb) 
10) DODGEBALL 


MOS DEF 

THE NEW DANGER 

(GEFFEN) 

a ee a 
First off, Mos Def’s newest album isn’t 
really his album so much as it his 
ambitious side-project’s new album. 
The group, Black Jack Johnson, is 
Mos’s attempt at “truly” bringing rap 
and rock together—in Mos'’s terms, 
that means bringing them both back 
to their African-American roots, then 
putting them together. 

The attempt is mildly successful, if 
fairly uneven. The album manages to 
sound more like ‘70s funk infused with 
hip hop (and all the necessary rock and 
blues influences) than a rapper trying 
to throw in some guitars, but for every 
time the combination works well, there 
is at least one song that sounds like the 
worst of the rap-rock genre. Not Limp 
Bizkit bad, mind you, but at least on 
par with the low points of Rage Against 
the Machine. Then there is, of course, 
the fact that the Roots already did this 


~ a few years ago on Phrenology, but 


that’s just nitpicking, really. 


“7 j 
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29¢ DRAFT THURSDAYS! 


25¢ DRAFT AND $3 DRINKS ALL NIGHT! 


TOP 40 FRIDAYS 
AND SATURDAYS! 


$2.25 DRINKS UNTIL 11PM 


praised 


The most disappointing part of this 
is that Mos Def is actually a fantastic 
MC, and his rock dabbling seriously 
subtracts from his lyrical skill. His bit- 
ing, vitriolic rhymes are lost in a sea of 
guitar noodling, and while you can 
certainly admire him for wanting to go 
in new directions, it’d be nice if he left 
his side projects off his regular albums. 
te HH —Dave Berry 


DIRTY VEGAS 

ONE 

(CAPITOL) 
ED 
Judging from their trashy-sounding 
name and glamorously sleazy cover art, 
which features a pair of luscious, 
sparkling lips licking a Playboy stamp, 
you'd probably expect to find some 
sort of gritty electroclash or angsty riff 
rock on this album. That assumption, 
however, couldn’t be more wrong. 
Instead, what lies inside the deceiving 
packaging is a whimsical set of quiet, 
poppy and wholly inoffensive tracks 
that have about much emotional melo- 
drama as the saddest of emo bands, 
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only without any of the aggression. 
Rather, they almost sound neutered: 
there are lots of songs about wanting to 
walk a pretty girl home (“Home 
Again”) and about how “the only thing 
worth living for is love” (“Roses”). Edgy. 

There is same decent instrumenta- 
tion here—there are some delicate 
strings on “Walking Into The Sun” and 
a variety of interesting harmonics and 
electronics sprinkled throughout—but 
as a whole, this album sounds too 
indifferent. There’s no passion, no 
intensity, no hook; it just sort of chugs 
along. You can’t really hate them 
because nothing about it is really bad, 
but you can’t really love them because 
there really isn’t anything great about 
it. Heo —Hearuer Apier 


WILL PREVILLE 

WILLFUL 

(INDEPENDENT) 
(ee 
It’s not too often that you see a song 
about organ donation sharing the 
same jewel case with a track about the 
petroleum industry, but then again, 
Edmonton’s own Will Preville isn’t 
exactly typical. Preville is an ICU nurse 
who relieves the stresses of his work by 
crafting quirky, minimalistic little roots 
ditties, and the footprints of his day 
job are clearly displayed on the record, 
from the cover art which shows Pre- 
ville in scrubs with a skeletal figure 
drawn over him, to the aforemen- 
tioned song about organs, “Anatomi- 
cal Gift,” which tells the story of a girl 
named Josephine who cracked her 
head open in the shower, it all comes 
back to his daily experiences. 


ist- 
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great gift ideas: 
postal service: give up LP/CD | joy division: heart & soul box | interpol: antics LP/CD 
stones throw 101 DVD'| dfa compilation #2 3CD | styrofoam: nothing's lost LP/CD 
matador @ 15 2CD+DVD | cat power: speaking for trees DVD+CD | posters 
pavement: crooked rain crooked rain: la's derest origins 2CD | record brushes 
elliott smith: from a basement.. LP/CD | arcade fire: funeral CD | record bags 
go! team: thunder, lightning, strike CD | t-shirts | modest mouse: good news... LP/CD 
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The recording itself is lo-fi, making 
it feel like you're listening in as Preville 
unwinds on the couch of a basement 
apartment somewhere in the winter, 
noodling softly on his guitar. His voice 
is smooth, floating from an almost 
jazzy croon and a folky falsetto in 2 
single breath. Preville is a common 
sight on our city’s open mic circuit, 
and part of this album was actually 
recorded live from Oscar’s Pub back in 
May of 2004. There really isn’t much 
differentiation from these live-off-the 
floor tracks and those that were done 
in the studio—with the exception that 
the vocals are a little more hollow and 
echoey in the club recordings. It’s hon- 
est, no-frills music that gives you a lit 
tle musical voyeuristic thrill by 
allowing you a peek into the mind of 
just an average guy in the city. Ye ¥r yx 
—TIFFAN| HONEYCHURCH 


LUDACRIS 
THE RED LIGHT DISTRICT 
(DEF JAM) 
a 
To give you a hint of the level of inno- 
vation at the heart of Ludacris’s new 
album, The Red Light District, the sec- 
ond song, “Number One Spot,” fre- 
quently drops rhymes referencing the 
Austin Powers movies. Now, I'll grant, 
it’s because the beat borrows samples 
from Quincy Jones’s “Soul Bossa 
Nova,” which was used as the theme 
song for Mike Myers’s spy spoof, but 
still—that isn’t exactly current or 
groundbreaking, considering the last 
movie in the trilogy came out almost 
three years ago. 

Actually, that song is pretty much 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


boxing day(s) sale!!! 


dec. 26 - dec. 27 
sunday - monday 


satjan1 
sun jan 2 


the entire album summed up: it’s a 
joud, funky beat that’s meant to be 
blared out of a really expensive stereo 
system while driving slowly. Ludacris 
yields a-little-more-clever-than-average 
rhymes, but nothing new or different is 
brought to the genre. The truth is, if 
you like what Ludacris has done so 
far—and to be fair, it’s usually better 
than most other mainstream rap, espe- 
cially mainstream rap coming out of 
the southern states—you'll like this 
one, and if you don’t like it—and, to 
be fair, he’s always been fairly deriva- 
tive and a little reliant on head-nod- 
ding beats and cheap laughs in his 
songs—then you won't like Red Light 
District. It’s pretty much the same as 
anything else he’s put out. &¥ — 
Dave BERRY 


LINDSAY LOHAN 

SPEAK 

(CASABLANCA/UNIVERSAL) 
ES] 
Lindsay Lohan’s debut album is a fairly 
bland, over-produced pop-rock affair, 
lacking any of the real character or 
individuality that would help it stand 
out in the cluttered, homogenous 
ocean of uninspired pop music cur- 


Hey, you cheap bastards, it’s still not too late to pick up a 
few last-minute stocking stuffers—and who better to get 
your hard-earned bucks than these fine local musicians? 


Division & Wellesley 


Save Me, Daylight Savings (Beat Broker) 
Whitey: Solemn debut mit acoustic guitar. Charmed the 


pants off me. 


TB: We won't hold that against it, though, cuz | think this disc 
rocks—in a quiet, subdued, totally not rocking kind of way. 


Chris Andrew 
Not So Fast (indie) 


Whitey: Fantastic jazz pianist tinkles the ivories. 


TB: Uh, don’t you mean “tickles”? 
Whitey: Yeah, whatever. 


The Michael Edwards Band 
Close Enough (indie) 

TB: Fine, funky blues. 

Whitey: But not Blueshammer! 


TB: This is fortunately correct. These guys can play, but like 
to keep it on the tasteful side of the tracks. 


The Uncas 
Sunny Uncas (indie) 
TB: Yee-ha, bitch. 


Whitey: Any band that combines banjos and circular saws 


is top-notch in my books. 
TB: Yeah, but they're no Jackyl.... 


The May Kings 
7 Yes (indie) 


Whitey: It’s about time these jerks released a record. 
TB: Yeah, and it was worth the wait. Top-shelf Westerberg 


rently draining the western world of its 
will to live. 

Lohan doesn’t have much of a 
singing voice, and when She gets into 
the higher notes (on “Speak” in partic- 
ular), she starts to screech like one of 
those horrible pseudo-lesbian Russian 
banshees in tATu. Her disc doesn’t offer 
anything particularly new or original, 
and the lyrics are tediously inane. “I'm 
not ill/I don’t need to/take a pill /to fix 
what you do...” Yep. Pretty bloody 
brilliant. 

There are a few catchy tracks hid- 
den in the rest of the drivel, but it just 
isn’t enough to save the album. Any 
success that this disc sees will almost 
certainly be a result of her star power 
and sex appeal (which she tries, in a 
terribly tacky, corny way, to exploit in 
the hopefully ironic liner note photos), 
and not in any way because of the 
quality of the material on the disc. But 
she’s totally hot, so all is forgiven. 
Right? Right? wx ¥%* —Iain luch 


A PERFECT CIRCLE 

A MOTION 

(VIRGIN) 

= 
A Perfect Circle, the morbid brainchild 


country. 
Whitey: Indubitably. 


Colleen Brown 


A Peculiar Thing (indie) 
Whitey: Joni Mitchell-esque, 


but mit piano. 


TB: Hey dude, what's with the mit? 
Whitey; It's my style. 

TB: Fair enough. Can | mention she’s a looker? 
Whitey: Sure. Hey! Put that away! 


TB: Sorry.... 


Operators 780 


Self-titled (Longshot) 
TB: Edmonton's dub-punk kings unzip on their first full- 


length album. 


Whitey: Are they punk-dub or dub-punk? 
TB: Whatever, man, this album is rad. That's right; | said “rad.” 


AA Sound System 


TB: Oops. 


Whitey: Ok, jeez, you threw me off... where were we? 


Great local twang. 
TB: Well, thank you. 


TB: Oh. 


eshéd ibn 


wyza 
Internal Mindscheme (Little Whore) 


TB: Hippie-hop? 


TB: You're fired. 
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Lily Plain You're Hardly Poor (indie) 
Whitey: Dude! | said put that away! 


Whitey: | meant the band. 


Whitey: But these dirty hippies got skillz. 


2 


of James Maynard Keenan of Tool fame 
and renowned songwriter Billy How- 
erdel, is the kind of band that actually 
might have a reason to release a DVD 
like this one. The band's exotic, cine- 
matic rock masterpieces have ranked 
high on favourites lists of gloomy 
teenagers and off-kilter music lovers 
alike, but they aren’t the sort of band 
you catch on the idiot box too often. 
Their videos, which are all included 
here, are artful, deliberately dark and 
strangely beautiful, and it’s unlikely 
you've seen them on MuchMusic or 
MTV more than once or twice. There's 
some negligible bonus DVD material 
hereza director's cut of “The Outsider” 
video, three alternate versions of the 
“Blue” video and three Bikini Bandits 
trailerszebut there’s nothing too special 
about any of that. 

APC is also a band that lends itself 
to remixeszthere are nine of those 
here on a bonus audio CD—because of 
their electronic influences and heavily 
layered sound. “The Outsider” (““Apoc- 
alypse” Mix) is one of the standout 
cuts with its heavier-than-hell drums, 
bass and guitar, which make the 
remake even darker than the original. 


Fete ted —HeaTuer ADLER 
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Scorsese unable to 
do much with 
«Howard Hughes in 
enjoyable but 
forgettable The 
Aviator 


By BILL BEARD 


artin Scorsese's new movie, The 
Viator, an opulent biography 
lof Howard Hughes over a 
roughly 20-year period ending in 
1947, runs for almost three hours 
and is very easy to watch. People 
never get tired of stories about 
aeHoward Hughes; after all, he was a 
tules-breaking entrepreneurial genius 
and deluded maniac who took the 
fortune he inherited from his father’s 
oil-drill patents and blew millions in 
movie production and aviation while 
going through women like kleenex, 
leaving behind him universal aston- 
ishment and piles of wreckage 
Spending an unprecedented $4 
million and three years to shoot his 
World War I flying epic Hell’s Angels 
was already an act of obsessive stub- 
bornness, and Hughes moved on 
from there to develop speedplanes 
and set round-the-world flying 
records, embark on revolutionary 
and/or harebrained design projects 
for the US Air Force during World 
War Il, fight movie censors over the 
cleavage on view in his western film 
The Outlaw and resist shark-like com 
petitors and their political stooges 
over the postwar airlines business 
And on top of all that, he did this 
while suffering from a serious obses- 
sive-compulsive disorder and bouts 
of severe paranoia that eventually 
landed him in his final two decades 
of reclusive craziness 


ed 


THE AVIATOR, even while dwelling 
on its hero’s mental imbalance, is 
pretty much forced to succumb to the 
charisma of the man, particularly 
when it’s spending $100 million. So 
John Logan’s screenplay, replaying 
4iements we saw in his very strange 


script for The Last Samurai, presents 
Hughes as a tortured individualist, 
heroically persisting in the path of his 
own integrity despite a crurnbling 
mind and a load of persecutors. For 
Scorsese, the character sort of resem- 
bles those who show up repeatedly in 
his best films: feverish, powerful, tee- 
tering on the edge of delusion, a mar- 
tyr to his own intensity but not 
before he’s inflicted a lot of damage 
on others. But neither Logan nor 
Scorsese can really understand what 
makes this guy tick. No matter how 
much time the movie spends watch- 
ing Howard get excited over his air- 
planes or sit in seclusion surrounded 
by dozens of milk-bottles full of his 
own urine, it can never get into his 
head; it always has to revert back to 


BIOPIC 


the compelling spectacle of the man. 
And if he’s merely a fascinating 
anomaly, he can’t have any kind of 
symbolic significance—as maverick 
individualist, capitalist hero, tragic 
genius, man who had everything and 
lost it, or anything else. 

The actually admirable characters 
of the story are Katharine Hepburn 
(Cate Blanchett) and Ava Gardner 
(Kate Beckinsdale), two brave, smart 
women who are generous enough to 
see Hughes as an inspiring child and 
a man in pain. Both of them project a 
humanity that you never see more 
than hints of in the protagonist. If 
Hughes often seems like a child 
trapped in a man’s body (especially 
after the way the movie traces his 
neurosis to childhood experience), 
then Leonardo DiCaprio is always 
going to be a man trapped in a child’s 
body. He gives it all he's got, but no 
matter how much hair-grease and 
period costuming they put on him, 
he still doesn’t look old enough to get 
a drink without showing ID. 


SCORSESE SAYS he took the project 
because it was all about early Holly- 
wood—he loves that stuff—and he 
does go to town with period-movie 
atmosphere. In a typically extravagant 
gesture, The Aviator’s colour photog- 
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raphy obsessively mimics the look of 
Hollywood Technicolor from the late 
‘20s to the mid-‘40s, beginning in 
heavily-stylized two-colour strange- 
ness and progressing to the rich hues 
of immediate postwar period. 

Period technology also exerts a 
potent attraction. I personally fell for 
the airfield full of Fokker D-VIIs and 
SE-Ss that somebody lovingly recon- 
structed, and the fabulous steel- 
skinned racing monoplane from the 
‘30s is even more seductive. The 
sequence where Hughes crashes his 
experimental Lockheed spyplane 
into the middle of Beverly Hills is 
thrilling. But all this does kind of beg 
the question as to just who Martin 
Scorsese is anymore anyway? As with 
so many of his projects over the past 
15 years, this one seems more like a 
virtuoso exercise than a cri de coeur. 
He’s turned into a Mannerist. 

It’s symptomatic of all the repres- 
sion that’s had to go on to make this 
movie that the story ends just at the 
point where Hughes was about to buy 
the RKO movie studio and, through 
his capricious and chaotic manage- 
ment style, grind it into the ground— 


though not before having it turn out | 


a bunch of hysterical anti-communist 
movies and forcing all its employees 
to sign loyalty oaths. If anybody 
should be offended by what Hughes 
did in Hollywood, it’s Scorsese. As for 
his contribution to film art, there are 
the air combat sequences of Hell’s 
Angels and Jane Russell’s cantilevered 
bra in The Outlaw, a movie once 
rightly described as “more to be 
pitied than censored.” He did pro- 
duce the 1932 film Scarface and give 
some work to the great Josef von 
Sternberg when nobody else would 
have him, but that’s not much, really, 
for the man who destroyed RKO. 

As with Bringing Out the Dead 
and even the preposterous Gangs of 
New York, | enjoyed The Aviator quite 
a lot, but I can’t say I respected 
myself in the morning. © 

THE AVIATOR 

Directed by Martin Scorsese * Written by 
John Logan * Starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Cate Blanchett and Kate 
Beckinsdale * Opens Sat, Dec 25 


It’s easy to get 
carried away by 
balletic House of 
Flying Daggers 


By DARREN ZENKO 


into hyperbole when you start 

describing Zhang Yimou’s House 
of Flying Daggers, same as it was 
with his Hero before this, and Ang 
Lee’s Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 
before that. A couple sentences in 
and you’re uncrating words like 
“sumptuous” and “balletic” as you 
fall all over yourself to convey the 
grace and beauty 
of modern grade-A 
martial-arts cine- 
ma. It gets embar- 
rassingly wanky, so instead let’s try 
hypobole, deliberate gross understate- 
ment: House of Flying Daggers is pret- 
ty, and has some decent fight scenes. 

The film’s Chinese title, Shi mian 
mai fu, translates literally as “ambush 
on ten sides”, and that should give 
you an idea of the kind of action 
you're in for as you follow Zhang's 
story of betrayal, escape, flight, hid- 
den agendas, doomed love and other 
melodramatic staples. Hordes of sol- 
diers close in on outnumbered heroes, 
throngs of assassins fill forests with 
deadly missiles, frightening odds get 
beaten through the power of awesome 
kung-fu. You’d think these scenes of 
massed assailants and multiple targets 
would get confusing, but Zhang is 
always as aware of where everything is 
as he is of what colour everything is, 
and he makes you aware of it, too; it’s 
possible to track a single dagger 
through three or more scenes. And 
when combat gets more intimate, it’s 
pure, wonderful superheroic fantasy. 

I have a real soft spot for martial- 
arts movies featuring kickass super- 
weapons. The titular decapitator of 
Master of the Flying Guillotine comes 
to mind, as does Crouching Tiger's 
blade Green Destiny; in House of Fly- 
ing Daggers it’s all about the epony- 


[: hard not to get carried away 


| mous airborne knives. Zhang’s touch 


makes these wicked shivs crackle 
with power every time we see them, 
even when they’re sheathed. When 
they’re unsheathed, nothing stands 
in their way. They swoop and 
boomerang, ricochet to slit throats; 
they have a life of their own. They're 
characters, symbols, tools, plot 
devices and, ultimately and finally, 


MARTIAL ARTS 


Flying tt 
16 Nanule 


stone-cold murder weapons. 


BEFORE, AFTER, DURING AND suc- 
rounding all this gorgeous leaping and 
throwing and kicking and shooting 
and general ass-kicking, there’s a 
earnestly plot-twisty melodramatic 
tragedy of love, lies and betrayal, and 
here’s where some people are going to 
have trouble. By Hollywood's “classy 
drama” standards, House's story is sim- 
plistic and emotionally overwrought, 
twisting in obvious ways to illustrate 
hokey themes. What’s some people's 
problem? This is a Chinese romantic 
melodrama, and that’s what you get. 
Does an anciently elemental story of 
doomed love need a scene where Andy 
Lau’s police captain breaks down in 
tears while remembering his alcoholic 
father, or a sickly 
child whose 
courage inspired a 
nation? No. I'll 
agree that there's something missing 
from House's drama, because there is: 
when the legendary Anita Mui died of 
cancer during filming, her character 
was written/edited out. That might be 
why the emotional structure of the 
film feels a bit like a tent with one tent- 
peg missing; it’s not the fault of its clas- 
sical form. The tragic character's “arc” 
is existential—they start the movie 
alive, they end it dead—and his/her 
motivations are similarly primal. 

If anything, House of Flying Daggers 
worries me because it may be too deep 
and meaningful and beautiful and bal- 
letic and precious; it represents a con- 
tinued shift in martial-arts 
filmmaking—or in the public's taste in 
martial-arts filmmaking—toward 
romantic fantasy and away from hard- 
scrabble kung-fu. The prettiness and 
heartbreak of House and Hero and 
Crouching Tiger and likewise makes 
something in me yearn for the old 
Shaw Bros. chop-socky, the showdown 
in the temple courtyard, the billowing 
clouds of impact powder and dialogue 
like “This school... is no good! Ha ha 
ha!”; “What did you say?! I'll beat 
you!” Then I sit down and watch a 
bunch of old martial-arts flicks and 
don’t feel so worried; Zhang Yimou 
would have to make three lifetimes’ 
worth of his precious sword-ballets to 
tip the balance of kung-fu cinema 
away from its roots. Plus, those flying 
daggers really are totally awesome. 


HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS 
Directed by Zhang Yimou * Written by 
Feng Li and Bin Yang ¢ Starring Takeshi 
Kaneshiro, Zhang Ziyi and Andy Lau * 
Opens Fri, Dec 24 
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Lemony Snicket's A 
Series of Unfortunate 
Events offers gloomy 
holiday fare 


By STEPHEN NOTLEY 


iSeries of Unfortunate Events 
dvises anybody who wants to see 
4 movie about happy elves to leave, 
that this is not a happy movie. 
Indeed, as it kicks off with three chil- 
dren finding out their home and par- 
ents have burned to the ground, one 
could say it’s a rather unhappy movie. 
But at the same time, it’s neither grim 
nor despairing; somehow it splits the 
middle and ends up at... curious. 

The three children in question 
are the Baudelaires—Violet, the pre- 
miere 14-year-old inventor in the 
world, Klaus, a voracious reader, and 
infant Sunny, a voracious biter. After 
they get their first bit of bad news 
about the whole fire thing, they’re 
treated to their second, which is that 
they’re being transferred to the 
guardianship of hideous distant rela- 
tive and actor Count Olaf, played by 
Jim Carrey. Olaf, of course, wants to 
murder them and take their inheri- 


Fe on, Lemony Snicket's A 


St of the hillside Snickets 


tance, and one Unfortunate Event 
later, the children bounce out of his 
care and into the home of another 
oddball distant relative, whereupon 
Olaf shows up in disguise and tries 
to get them, bouncing them on to 
the next oddball distant relative. 

A Series of Unfortunate Events isn't 
structured so much as a movie as 
what it actually is, the first three 
books of a series, and as a result the 
movie tends to break down into basic 
elements and setpieces. The books, 
incidentally, are A Bad Beginning, The 
Reptile Room and The Wide Window, 


E 


which translates on the screen as Jim 
Carrey at Olaf’s Place, Billy Connolly 
in the Reptile Room, and Meryl 
Streep in the Big Rickety House On 
Stilts Hanging Over A Cliff. 

The movie looks great. It’s got the 
same visual audacity of films like The 
Cat in The Hat and The Grinch, but 
applied with taste instead of garish 
hate; it’s nice to see a children’s movie 
use a more subdued color palate for 
once. Each new home and environ- 


. ment is bursting with decaying detail, 


whether it’s Olaf’s kitchen with junk 
everywhere and drawers full of rusty 
scissors and loose pasta, Billy Connol- 


Oddly-timed 
Phantom of the 
Opera remake 
barely makes a 
case for its own 
existence 


By STEPHEN NOTLEY 


t this stage of Earth's develop- 
Ares: a Phantom of the Opera 
ovie seems a bit redundant. 
Sure, Phantom was a huge hit when 
it came to the stage in the late ‘80s, 
and any time during the ‘90s would 
have been fine for a film adaptation, 
but now, in the tender 2000s, Phan- 
tom's overblown bombast sounds 
almost like parody; it seems impossi- 
ble to take it seriously. 
Nonetheless, the Phantom of the 
Opera movie exists, directed by Joel 
Schumacher of Batman and Robin 
infamy. It’s probably a fair bet that 
anybody who's interested in seeing 
this movie comes to it with some 
affection for the original score, so 
you'd think all the film really needs 
to do is provide that score along with 
some vaguely relevant imagery— 
kind of like a karaoke video. Well, 
Phantom of the Opera does this, so on 
a basic level it succeeds. 
it’s only when you start taking a 


The Phantom menace 


look at the details, the nuts and 
bolts of the film, that it begins to 
clunk. The biggest clunk, unfortu- 
nately, is Scottish prettyman Gerard 
Butler as the Phantom. We've 
glimpsed Butler in films like Dracula 
2000 and Reign of Fire, and there’s no 
question he’s a handsome man. But 
good looks aren’t what you need in a 
Phantom. A startling voice and huge 
screen presence are a hell of a lot 
more important, and whether it’s 
Butler’s deficiencies or Schumacher's 
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mushy direction, this Phantom 
comes off looking rather small and 
impotent. Certainly it’s hard to take 
lyrics like “Stranger than you dreamt 
it/Can you even dare to look/or bear 
to think of me/This loathsome gar- 
goyle...” seriously when delivered by 
Butler wandering around with his 
hand indifferently clapped over the 
right side of his face. 

On the other side we have Chris- 
tine Daae, the innocent ingénue 
ensnared by the Phantom’s spell, 
originally played on stage by Sarah 
Brightman. Here she’s played by 
charming 18-year-old ingénue 
Emmy Rossum, who made her debut 
just last summer in the unfortunate 
The Day After Tomorrow. Classically 
trained, Rossum has a beautiful, 
beautiful voice, like ribbons of silk, 
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ly’s herpetological heaven full of two- 
headed cobras, three-eyed frogs and 
strangely cuddlesome snakes, or 
Meryl Streep’s dim house of dangers, 
with refrigerators that flatten and 
doorknobs that shatter, this movie is a 
set decorator’s dream job. 


JIM CARREY IS PRETTY GOOD as 
Olaf, a vain scarecrow of a figure, 
bristling with eyebrows and horny 
wisps of hair. It’s a relatively restrained 
performance from Carrey, with little 
hooting or hollering, relying more on 
grinding teeth and big-eyed stares to 
hit his marks; less entertaining, but 
not offensively so, are his other two 
incarnations as a stiff yellow-jacketed 
imposter herpetologist and a 
Popeyeish imposter sea-dog. Billy Con- 
nolly as snakedraped Uncle Morty is 
avuncular and welcoming, and Mery! 
Streep is batty but likable as fearfilled 
Aunt Josephine. 

Oft-ignored, shuttled about like 
baggage through all these huge 
impressive sets and piles of props and 
over-the-top performances from big- 
name-actors, are the children them- 
selves. Their scenes break down into 
one of two types: them standing in a 
polite long-suffering row while an 
adult babbles on in front of them, 
and engineering ingenious escapes 
from Olaf-sponsored Unfortunate 


perfect for the role. Her face, on the 
other hand, is a bit of a problem, not 
in that it’s not gorgeous enough (it 
is), but in that it seems fixed in one 
expression, a blank-eyed fascination. 
True, Christine spends a lot of time 
getting mesmerized, but Rossum 
seems capable of being mesmerized 
by anything that happens to be in 
front of her, equally fascinated by 
the Phantom crooning “The Music 
of the Night” or a night-table. 


ROUNDING OUT the pretty list is 
Patrick Wilson as Christine’s non- 
Phantom lover Raoul. Raoul is sup- 
posed to come off as a bit of a 
lightweight compared to the Phan- 
tom, but since the movie's Phantom 
is already pretty insubstantial that 
means Raoul gets downgraded to lit- 
tle more than a puff of air, and 
indeed Wilson looks like he made 
the film in between set breaks on a 
styling gel commercial. 

Schumacher, at least on big-pic- 
ture productions, has always been a 
messy director, building huge sets 
then shooting everything in 
cramped closeups, indulging in 
details of questionable taste (Bat- 
man’s nipples, anyone?), and in 
Phantom of the Opera he never quite 
reconciles the ephemerality of his 
main cast with the earnest passions 
of the music. His real enthusiasm is 
reserved for the scenes with Minnie 
Driver as Carlotta, aging diva and 


Events. With so much attention paid 
to all the elements surrounding 
them, it’s surprising they come 
through as strongly as they do, espe- 
cially in the case of nascent star 
Emily Browning. With her round face 
and steady eyes, she’s equally as effec- 
tive at holding the screen as Carrey, 
even when she’s just standing there. 
So we've got interesting perfor- 
mances, fabulous set designs and a 
cool visual style, and yet somehow 
it’s not clear if A Series of Unfortunate 
Events really amounts to much. We 
approve of the children, admire 
their ingenuity, and are amused by 
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rival to Christine. Driver's Carlotta is 
way over the top, more like an SCTV 
character than an “actual” perfor- 
mance, and those are the scenes 
where Schumacher cuts loose and 
has fun, adorning Driver with feath- 
ers, carrying her around the stage on 
a litter, getting her to roll her eyes 
and torture her cockney Italian 
accent just that little bit further. 
Whether it’s fun for the audience is 
another matter, but it’s clearly where 
Schumacher’s heart lies. 

Clunky and insubstantial as 
Phantom of the Opera is, it still has its 
charms. The film opens well, starting 
in black and white with an auction 
scene set years after the main events, 
switching to colour as the huge 
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the various geegaws and whatsits 
they encounter, but the film evades 
deep feeling, going neither for con- 
trived happiness or serious pain. It’s 
an intricate and amusing clockwork, 
a useful antidote to the typical cloy- 
ing holiday entertainments, but in 
the end, it never quite catches fire. © 


LEMONY SNICKET’S A SERIES OF 
UNFORTUNATE EVENTS 

Directed by Brad Silberling * Written by 
Robert Gordon and based on the novels 
by Daniel Handler « Starring Emily 
Browning, Liam Aiken and Jim Carrey * 
Now playing 


chandelier is raised, hot winds blow- 
ing dusty age off the seats and fix- 
tures, restoring color and light as the 
overture soars, a wonderful visual 
even if the movie never achieves 


anything that good again. 

If you like the music, the music 
is there in full movie-theatre sound, 
and Rossum’s voice is good enough 
to excuse her mindless stare. Phan- 
tom fans could do worse than to 
check it out; non-Phantom fans were 
never interested in the first place. © 


THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 
Directed by Joel Schumacher * Written 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber ® Starring 
Emmy Rossum, Gerard Butler and 
Patrick Wilson * Now playing 
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Two of Hollywood’s 
top composers talk 
about the art of 
setting films to 
music 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
AND DARREN ZENKO 


t can’t be a coincidence that so 
f=" of the great auteurs in film 
history have had long collaborative 
relationships with great film com 
posers. You could even make the case 
that when we try to define those 


directors’ “styles,” what we're really 
nusic that 
\fter all 


would Steven Spielberg be Steven 


thinking about is the 
accompanied their image 


Spielberg without the sentimental 
Boy’s Big Book of Classical Musi 
sounds of John Williams? Would Fed 
erico Fellini movies feel the same 
without the lushly eccentric circus 
music of Nino Rota? knows 
what Sergio Leone would have done if 
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Ennio Morricone hadn't come along 
We talked to two of Hollywood's 


lect 
COre 


current top film composers this 
week, and while both of them have 
long and eclectic filmographies, 
they're each still most closely associ- 
ated with one particular director: 
Carter Burwell (whose work can 
most recently be heard in Kinsey) is 
the Coen Brothers’ house composer, 
while Mark Mothersbaugh (The 
Life Aquatic With Steve Zissou) is best- 
known for his work with Wes Ander- 
son. They're two of the industry’s 
most prolific and talented behind- 
the-scenes professionals; listen in as 
they conduct a master class on the 
art of film composing. 


CARTER BURWELL 


Notable scores: Blood Simple, Raising 
jrizona, Miller’s Crossing, Fargo, The 
Spanish Prisoner, Gods and Monsters, 
Velvet Goldmine, Being John Malkovich 
Three Kings, Adaptation, Kinsey 


“If they could,” laughs Carter Bur- 
well, “I think the Coen Brothers 
would prefer to write the music for 
their movies themselves. But fortu- 
nately they're not entirely comfort- 
able doing that, so they call me.” 
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When the Coens first called him, 
however, Burwell wasn’t a film com- 
poser at all; he was a computer ani- 
mator and part-time rock musician 
who'd dabbled in writing scores for 
New York dance and theatre compa- 
nies. “Skip Lievsay, the sound editor 
on Blood Simple, knew the music I 
was doing in bands and he asked me 
if I'd be interested in writing the 
music for that film,” Burwell recalls. 
“T fell into it, basically—it wasn’t 
something I'd planned. At the time, 
there wasn’t much of an indepen- 
dent film scene and so we expected 
that even if the film got finished, it 
wouldn't get much of theatrical dis- 
tribution. So we were all pleasantly 
surprised when it did, and then peo- 
ple started calling to ask me to work 
on other films. Tony Perkins was 
directing Psycho III and wanted me 
to write the music, and then Joel 
and Ethan asked me to do Raising 
Arizona, and around that point I 
realized that you could actually 
make a living doing this.” 


BURWELL HAS WRITTEN MUSIC 
for every single Coen Brothers movie 
since then—his masterpiece is proba- 


“Some people assume the composer’s job is 
to mirror or augment the action taking place 
onscreen. I prefer to think that my job is to 
bring out something that’s not onscreen....” 
—Carter Burwell, composer for Kinsey 


bly the score for Miller’s Crossing, 
whose majestically lilting main 
theme, with its subtle hints of 
“Danny Boy,” continues to be a 
favourite amongst those guys who 
put together movie trailers. The suc- 
cess of that score has been a bit of a 
mixed blessing for Burwell: “When 
that movie came out,” he says, “I got 
a lot of calls to do big orchestral 
scores. But my background is more 
in electronic music—I wish I would 
get more offers to do weird electron- 
ic scores, but that’s not what people 
identify me with anymore.” 

Burwell is a hipster in tradition- 
alist’s clothing, which made him a 
shrewd choice to compose the score 
for Kinsey, Bill Condon’s biopic 
about the bowtied Midwestern ento- 
mology professor who found unlike- 
ly fame and notoriety as American’s 


leading sexologist. “He’s not a very 
expressive character,” Burwell says 
“It’s not unusual for a composer to 
have to deepen the emotional life o! 
a character, but when you have a 
character who’s that inexpressive, 
it’s probably a more fulfilling job. So 
I began to map out what I thought 
were the important aspects of his 
personality that needed to be stated 
musically: his love of nature, for 
instance. Practically the whole first 
reel of the movie is dedicated to 
him growing up, being a Boy Scout, 
sketching animals in the forest. An¢ 
I thought it was important to estab- 
lish a theme that would connect to 
his feelings about nature which ! 
could call upon later to remind _ 
audiences that he views human sex- 
uality as just an aspect of nature 
And I wanted the music to evoke 
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“The orchestra directions from Wes [Anderson] 

were, ‘See if you can make the orchestra sound 
as much like Casio synthesizers as possible....’” 
—Mark Mothersbaugh, composer for The Life 


Aquatic with Steve Zissou 


that time and place—it’s not as 
though I modelled it after a particu- 
lar period, but I wanted it to have 
the feeling of a Protestant hymn, a 
feeling of Americana.” 

It's during his discussion of the 
Kinsey score that Burwell comes 
closest to stating his personal phi- 
losophy of film music; “Some peo- 
ple assume the composer's job is to 
mirror or augment the action taking 
place onscreen,” he says. “I prefer. to 
think that my job is to bring out 
something that’s not onscreen.... 
There's a period in film scoring that 
people often refer to as the Golden 
Age—back in the ‘30s and ‘40s, 
when Erich Korngold, Max Steiner 
and Franz Waxman were doing film 
music. They’re beautiful scores, but 
they’re often telling you what's hap- 
pening onscreen—not just while it’s 
happening, but often before it hap- 
pens. And I really dislike that. I hate 
Having someone tell me what’s 
going to happen so that I don’t 
have the option of experiencing it 
personally. I think a lot of film 
scores are added just to comfort the 
audience and make sure they’re not 
confused at any moment. I object to 
that; I think that state of confusion 
is a precious state and it should be 
respected.” (PM) 


MARK MOTHERSBAUGH 


Notable scores: Pee-Wee’s Play- 
house, The New Age, Bottle Rocket, 
Happy Gilmore, Rushmore, The Royal 
Tenenbaums, Thirteen, The Life Aquatic 
With Steve Zissou 


for Mark Mothersbaugh, award-win- 
ning television and film composer, 
‘musician, artist and founding mem- 
ber of legendary Akron, Ohio, synth- 
punk/"New Wave”/weirdo band 
Devo, creating the score for Wes 
Anderson’s The Life Aquatic with Steve 
Zissou was, if not a full de-evolution, 
4 return to musical roots. 

“I’ve done all of Wes’ movies,” 


says Mothersbaugh from the mysteri- 
ous offices of Mutato Musika, his Los 
Angeles studio, “and this is the first 
time I’ve ever used an electronic 
instrument on a Wes Anderson score. 
When he was writing, he told me 
there was going to be this composer 
[in the film] that was going to be 
writing this ‘70s cheesy electronic- 
industrial music. It gavé me an 
excuse to go down in the basement 
and pull out all the old Devo analog 
synthesizers out of roadcases and set 
them up all overthe studio. 

“We used Optigans, Korg MS20s, 
Minimoogs, ARP Odysseys, EMLs 
and an EMS suitcase synth like the 
kind Brian Eno used with Roxy 
Music in the old days,” he continues. 
“] listened to a lot of, like, ‘adventure 
music’ and then, for a band sound, 
Wes was saying he'd been listening 
to the band Suicide, and I knew 
them ‘cause we used to play on the 
same bill at Max’s Kansas City back 
in the mid-'70s. So that was fun, 
kind of playing in that style; very 
simple analog synth sounds. 

“So then when we got to the 
orchestral part, where there’s this big 
chase scene, this composer that’s in 
the film, Wolodarsky (Noah Taylor), 
he writes this kind of dated ‘70s 
adventure music. Well then this 
music that you hear him putting 
into one of the films that they’re 
making inside the film turns into 
this orchestral version that grows out 
of it when they attack the island to 
try to get back their bond-company 
stooge who’s been kidnapped. The 
orchestra directions from Wes were, 
‘See if you can make the orchestra 
sound as much like Casio synthesiz- 
ers as possible in the beginning.”” 


BEFORE HOOKING UP with Ander- 
son on 1996's Bottle Rocket, Mothers- 
baugh had already scored scores of 
films, videogames and television 
shows, notably Nickelodeon kids’ 
cartoon Rugrats and its spinoff 
movies, and a little show called Pee- 


Wee's Playhouse. 

“I'd been a friend of Paul 
Reubens for a number of years before 
he did a TV show,” Mothersbaugh 
recalls. “He was going to do a stage 
show with this character he'd devel- 
oped called Pee-Wee Herman, and he 
asked me if I'd score his stage show. 
But Devo was really busy; that was 
like 1980 or something, and we were 
getting lots of radio play in the US at 
the time, so we were touring con- 
stantly, we were all over the world. 
He got the TV show right at the time 
Devo had just signed a contract with 
a... with our version of the Titanic. 
We'd left Warner and Virgin and 
gone to some company called Enig- 
ma. As soon as we got there, we 
knew we were in trouble. We sat on 
the deck of the boat with about 30 
other bands and watched it sink. So 
when he said ‘Do you want to score 
my TV show,’ I thought, Hey, that 
sounds like fun! So I wrote a theme 
song with him and we got Cyndi 
Lauper to sing it, and then I scored 
about half the episodes. 

“Every other episode was a guest 
composer. So people like Cliff Mar- 
tinez, who was originally from the 
Chili Peppers and then went on to 
become quite a composer himself, he 
did an episode, and [revolutionary 
bassist and composer] Stanley Clark 
did an episode, and Danny Elfman 
did an episode, Todd Rundgren did 
an episode, the Residents did an 
episode, George Clinton did an 
episode. It was a fun project. | wasn’t 
really the music supervisor, | was 
more of the clean-up hitter. | think 
George Clinton went to jail halfway 
through scoring his episode so I fin- 
ished it off for him; I think we might 
have won an Emmy together. 
“(Pee-Wee’s Playhouse] sent me on an 
odd trajectory, because I hadn't real- 


- ly made any plans on anything post- 


Devo. I just always thought I was 
going to be doing Devo all the time. 
So with Pee-Wee’s Playhouse, and a 
couple of commercials I’d done that 
year that I’d won Clios for... I just 
kind of fell forward into television 
and film. It was fun—totally differ- 
ent from being in a band.” 


COMPARED TO THE GRIND and 
exhaustion of the recording/touring 
industry and its associated “so-called 
benevolent papeniies," the pace of TV 
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work was refreshingly liberating, and 
lucrative, for the burnt-or-burning- 
out Morthersbaugh. 

“What I liked about TV, the Pee- 
Wee's Playhouse episodes, is I'd get a 
tape from New York on Tuesday and 
I'd watch it, and then on Wednesday 
I'd write and record the music for a 
whole episode, and then on Thurs- 
day I'd send it out to New York. 
They'd drop it into the show on Fri- 
day, and Saturday we'd watch it on 
TV already. That was like, I wrote 
almost as much music as you'd write 
for an entire album in one week. So 
your adrenaline was really pumped 
up, as opposed to sitting in the stu- 
dio redoing the same vocal track for, 
like, a month. This had more of a 
challenge to it. That's what lured me 
into writing for TV.” 

When Mothersbaugh was 
shown Bottle Rocket for the first 
time, he knew he and newcomer 
Anderson were meant,to work 
together, and it wasn’t only because 
of the very Devoesque yellow jump- 
suits the film’s inept burglars sport- 
ed. “I was watching this film,” 


Mothersbaugh: recalls, “thinking ~ 
‘This is a nice take On our culture 
right now and what's going on in 
America, and it was to me more 
interesting than the Matt Dillon 
movies that were being made at the 
exact time. And I liked his choice of 
temp music. It was kind of really 
odd, and things you’d never heard, 
and they were taken out of context 
and became even more interesting.” 
They met and hit it off, and from 
that point on Mothersbaugh was 
instrumental in helping the director 
find the feel of his films. “He'd never 
worked with a composer before,” 
says Mothersbaugh, “so we started 
off with a very small circle of instru- 
ments and players, and each movie 


we added more players and more * 


instruments to our repertoire, until 
this one when we finally came 
around to using electronics.” 

Electronics, and a full orchestra 
imitating electronics. “Orchestral 
instruments just sound so tradition- 
al,” Mothersbaugh laughs. “It 
makes your music sound really 
important.” (DZ) © 
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‘'s film section, Vue contributor Stephen Notley questioned the seemingly strange timing in 


ing a screen} 


tom of the Opera, considering that the peak of the Andrew Lloyd Webber play’s popularity was almost 20 Nic lece-[e[o} 

re going to talk about questionable timing, how ‘bout this here film version of Fat Albert? A popular and prolific chil- 
ries back when it was enjoying its first run roughly a million and a half years ago, you'd think that creator Bill Cosby 

ed pretty much every last drop of interest out his titular character, a horrendously distended sweaty fatwad of an abomi- 


nation, and his apparently retarded and hat-wearingly-challenged friends. Yeah, you'd think that, but hey. H 
of 2005, and we're getting ready to once again watch the fattest man in the world overcome various being 
possibly while skateboarding and laughing alot. Thanks, Hollywood; I’m totally going to put that in my eyes. 


THIS WEEK'S IEW MOVIES 


Taleel elite) 


The Aviator Leonardo DiCaprio, Cate 
Blanchett, Alan Alda, Kate Beckinsdale 
and Alec Baldwin star in Goodfellas 
director Martin Scorsese's epic biogra- 
phy of high-flying tycoon Howard 
Hughes, especially his youthful infatua- 
tion with building airplanes, making 
movies and dating beautiful actresses, 
and his encroaching battle with obses- 
sive-compulsive syndrome. Read Bill 
Beard’s review on page 36. 


Darkness Anna Paquin, Lena Olin, lain 
Glen and Giancarlo Giannini star in 
director Jaume Balaguero’s long- 


CARNEAU 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:20 pm 
Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 
*18A¢ (sexual content) 


shelved horror flick about a teenaged 
girl whose family moves into a gloomy, 
remote countryside house whose walls, 
she learns, conceal a horrifying secret 
that threatens to destroy them all. 


House of Flying Daggers Zhang 
Ziyi, Andy Lau and Anita Mui star in 
Hero director Zhang Yimou’s visually 
rapturuous martial arts epic, set in 
ninth-century China, about two police 
deputies who both fall in love with a 
beautiful blind dancer with ties to a 
revolutionary faction, and who help 
concoct a plan to save her from cap- 
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LIFE AQUATIC 


wun 
STEVE ZiSSOU 


THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZISSOU 
Nightly 7:00 & 9:15 pm 
Sun Matinee 2:30 pm 
*14/As (coarse language throughout) 


we are, on the cusp 
ated trials and 


ture. In Mandarin with English sub- 
titles. Read Darren Zenko’s review on 
Page 36. 


The Life Aquatic With Steve Zissou 
Bill Murray, Owen Wilson, Anjelica Hus- 
ton, Cate Blanchett, Willem Dafoe and 
Jeff Goldblum star in The Royal Tenen- 
baums director Wes Anderson’s whimsi- 
cal ensemble comedy about a renowned 
oceanographer contending with a nosy 
journalist and a man claiming to be his 
long-lost son during an ill-advised mis- 
sion to track down and kill the jaguar 
shark who ate his onetime partner. 


THE MAN WHO BECAME A LEGENT? AN 


CLOSED DECEMBER La 


SEASONS GREETINGS FROM MARAGEMENT & ST 


THE AVIATOR 
Nightly 6:45 & 9:30 pm 
Sun Matinee 2:00 pm 


®P Ge pasture content not reommended for young chiiérec 


DECEMBER 23-29, 2004 


$ for Frida 


‘1 


throughtout. Sun-Thu 7:00 9:15 


THE POLAR EXPRESS 
Thu 12:10 


CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Thu 12:00 


BLADE: TRINITY 
Thu 12:30 3:00 5:15 7:30 9:40 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. Thu 1:15 3:45 7:15 9:40 


FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, Violence. 

Thu 12:45 2:55 5:10 7:20 9:30 

SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse mature theme. 

Thu 2:00 4:30 7:00 9:25 

LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Thu 12:40 2:45 5:00 7:15 9:20 


MEET THE FOCKERS 


Crude content, sexual language. 
Thu 2:30 3:00 6:15 7:30 9:40 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Daily 7:00 9:20 Sat Sun 1:15 3:35 

SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse , mature theme. 
Daily 6:50 9:30 Sat Sun 1:10 3:40 
MEET THE FOCKERS 

Crude content, sexual language. 
Daly 7:05 9:25 Sat Sun 1:05 3:25 
THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Sat Sun 1:00 

OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. Daily 7:10 9:30 Sat Sun 3:40 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


144 


18A 


(1) 780-352-3922 
LEMONY SNICKET'S 
A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Daily 7:00.9:20 Sat Sun 1:15 3:35 
SPANGLISH PG 


Coarse language, mature theme. Daily 6:50 9:30 
Sat Sun 1:10 3:40 


MEET THE FOCKERS 18 
Crude content, sexual language. Daily 7:05 9:25 

Sat Sun 1:05 3:25 

THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Sat Sun 1;00 

OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 


Coarse language. Daily 7:10 9:30 Sat Sun 3,40 


CINEMAPLUS 


THE NOTEBOOK PG 
Suggestive scenes. Thu 6:45 9:10 
SAW R 
‘. content. 
Thu 3:40 9:05 
SEED OF CHUCKY 18A 
Gory scenes. Thu 6:50 
SKY CAPTAIN AND 
THE WORLD OF TOMORROW PG 
Thy 7:20 9:35 
| HEART HUCKABEES 414A 
Coa 
Thy 7:10 9:40 
SG 
oe] 
af PG 


TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE 18A 
Crude sexual kanguage, not recommended for chidren. 
Thu 7:00 9:15 


EX ODEON CINEMAS 


CINEMA GUIDE 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
BLADE: TRINITY 186A 
Fri 1:20 4:20 7:40 Sat 4:20 7:40 10:25 
Sun-Thu 1:20 4:20 7:40 10:25 
CLOSER 184 


Crude sexual language. Fri 1:00 3:30 7:50 
Sat 3:30 7:50 10:20 Sun-Thu 1:00 3:30 7:50 10:20 
OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 


Coarse language. No passes, Fri 12:40 4:00 7:10 
Sat 4:00 7:10 10:05 Sun-Thu 12:40 4:00 7:10 10:05 


SIDEWAYS 18A 
Sexual content. Fri 12:20 3:20 7:20 

Sat 3:20 7:20 10:15 

Sun-Thu 12:20 3:20 7:20 10:15 

SPANGLISH PG 


Coarse language, mature theme. Fri 12:50 3:50 6:50 
‘Sat 3:50 6:50 9:45 Sun-Thu 12:50 3:50 6:50 9:45 


MEET THE FOCKERS 14A 
Crude content, sexual language. No passes. 

Fri 1:10 4:10 7:00 Sat 4:10 7:00 9:50 

Sun-Thu 1:10 4:10 7:00 9:50 


AVERY LONG ENGAGEMENT 18A 
War violence, sexual content. Fri 12:30 240 6:40 
Sat 3:40 6:40 9:35 Sun-Thu 12:30 3:40 6:40 9:35. 


PHANTOM OF THE OPERA PG 
May frighten young children. No passes. 

Fri 12:00 3:10 6:30 

Sat 3:10 6:30 9:55 Sun-Thu 12:00 3:10 6:30 9:55 
FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 


Coarse language, Violence. Fri 12:10 3:00 7:30 
Sat 3:00 7:30 10:10 Sun-Thu 12:10 3:00 7:30 10:10 


WEST MALL 8 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 

WITHOUT A PADDLE 14A 
Fri 2:00 4:00 Sat 4:00 6:30 9:00 

Sun-Thu 2:00 4:00 6:30 9:00 

SHARK TALE G 


Fri 2:20 4:40 Sat 4:40 6:40 8:50 
Sun-Thu 2:20 4:40 6:40 8:50 


THE NOTEBOOK PG 
Suggestive scenes, Fri 1:30 4:15 Sat 4:15 6:50 9:20 
Sun-Thu 1:30 4:15 6:50 9:20 


TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE 18A 
Crude sexual language, not recommended for children. 
Fri 4:10 Sat 9:40 Sun-Thu 4:10 9:40 


NAPOLEON DYNAMITE G 
Fri 2:10 4:25 Sat 4:25 7:05 9:10 
Sun-Thu 2:10 4:25 7:05 9:10 


RAY PG 
Substance abuse, not recommended for young children 
Fri 2:40 Sat 7:40 Sun-Thu 2:40 7:40 


ALFIE 144 
Fri 1:40 Sat 7:20 Sun-Thu 1:40 7:20 


BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON 
Coarse language. Fri 1:50 4:30 
Sat 4:30 7:10 9:25 Sun-Thu 1:50 4:30 7:10 9:25 


LADDER 49 PG 
Coarse language. Fri 1:45 4:20 
Sat 4:20 7:00 9:30 Sun-Thu 1:45 4:20 7:00 9:30 


4211-199 Avo, 472-7800 


THE INCREDIBLES G 
Fri 1:10 4:00 6:45 


THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Fri 12:30 3:20 6:40 

Sat 3:50 6:50 

Sun-Thu 12:50 3:50 6:50 


NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Fri 12:50 3:50 6:50 
Sat-Thu 9:20 


CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Fri Sun-Thu 2:00 Sat 4:40 


BLADE: TRINITY 
Fri 4:40 7:40 Sat 7:40 10:15 
‘Sun-Thu 4:40 7:40 10:15 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. No passes. Fri 1:00 1:30 3:40 4:20 6:20 
7:20 Sat 3:40 6:30 9:15 Sun-Thu 1:00:3:40 6:30 9:15 


MEET THE FOCKERS 144 
Fri 1:40 4:50 7:35 Sat 4:50 7:35 10:10 
‘Sun-Thu 1:40 4:50 7:35 10:10 


144 


186A 


PG 
(Coarse language, mature theme. Fri 1:20 4:10 7:00 
Sat 4:10 7-00 9:50 Sun-Thu 1:20 4:10 7:00 9:50 


FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, Violence. Fri 1:50 4:30 7:20 
Sat 4:20 7:30 10:05 Sun-Thu 1:50 4:20 7:30 10:05 


LEMONY SNICKET'S. 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Fri 12:40 3:90 7:10 Sat 3:30 7:10 940 
‘Sun-Thu 12:40 3:30 7:10 9:40 
DARKNESS 

Frightening scenes. Sat 4:00 6:45 9:00 
Sun-Thu 1:10 4:00 645 9:00 

THE AVIATOR PG 
Mature content, nat recommended for young children. 
No passes. Sat 5:10 8:30 Sun-Thu 1:30 5:10 8:30 

FAT ALBERT a 
Sat 5:00 7:20 9:30 Sun-Thu 12:30 2:48 5:00 7:20 9:30 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 496-8585 


THE INCREDIBLES c 
Fri 12:00 2:30 5:00 7:30 

Sat-Thu 12,00 2:30 5:00 7:30 10:00 

THE POLAR EXPRESS a 


Fri 12:20 1:15 2:40 3:45 5:10 7:40 
Sat-Thu 12:20 2:40 5:10 7:40 


144 


CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Daily 1:50 4:20 7:20 

NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Fri 1:00 3:50 7:10 Sat-Thu 1:00 3:50 7:10 10:10 
CLOSER 18A 


Crude sexual lanquage. 
Fri 1:30 4:10 6:50 Sat-Thu 1:30 4:10 6:50 9:20 10:15 


BLADE: TRINITY 18 
Fri 2:00 4:50 5:50 7:50 Sat-Thu 2:00 4:50 7:50 10:40 
OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 


Coarse language. No passes. Fri 12:30 2:15 3:20 5:15 
6:30 Sat-Thu 12:30 3:20 6:30 9:0 10:20 


SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse language, mature theme. THX Fri 1:20 4:15 7:15 
Sat-Thu 1:20 4:15 7:15 10:15 


FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, wolence, Fri 1:40 4:40 7:45 
Sat-Thu 1:40 4:40 7:45 10:30 


MEET THE FOCKERS 14A 
Crude content, saxual language. No passes. 

THX Fri 12:10 1:10 2:45 4:00 5:20 7:00 8:00 Sat-Thu 
12:10 1:10 2:45 4:00 5:20 7:00 B:00 9:45 10:45 


PHANTOM OF THE OPERA PG 
May frighten young childran. No passes. 

Fri 12:15 2:10 3:30 6:30 6:45 

Sat-Thu 12:15 2:10 3:30 5:30 6:45 8:45 9:50 


HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS 144 
Subtitled. Fri 12:50 3:40 6:30 

Sat-Thu 12:50 3:40 6:30 9:15 

FAT ALBERT G 
Sat-Thu 12:00 2:20 4:30 6:40 9:00 

DARKNESS 144 


Frightening scenes. Sat-Thu 12:40 3:00 5:40 8:15 10:45 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
THE INCREDIBLES G 
Fri 1:30 4:30 7:25 Sat 4:30 Sun-Thu 1:30 4:30 
THE POLAR EXPRESS a 
Fri 1:50 4:10 Sat 4:10 Sun-Thu 1:50 
NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Fri 12:40 4:00 6:50 Sat-Thu 4:00 6:50 
THE SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS MOVIE G 
Fri 2:00 4:10 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Fri 7:20 Sat-Thu 7:20 9:40. 
BLADE: TRINITY 186A 
Fri 1:00 4:20 7:00 Sat 10:10 Sun-Thu 1:00 10:10 
OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 


Coarse language. No passes Fri 12:20 3:30 6:45 7:10 
Sat 7:10 10:00 Sun-Thu 4:10 7:10 10:00 


SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse language, mature theme. Fri 12:50 3:40 6: 40 
Sat 3:40 6:40 9:30 Sun-Thu 12:50 3:40 6:40 9:30 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Fri 1:20 3:50 6:30 Sat 3:50 6:30 9:00 

Sun-Thu 1:20 3:50 6:30 9.00 


FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language. violence. Fri 1:40 4:40 7:30 Sat 4:40 
7.20 10-15 Sun-Thu 1:40 4:40 7:30 10.15 


MEET THE FOCKERS 14A 
Crude content, sexual language. No passes. Fri 1:10 3:45 
7:15 Sat 3:45 7:15 9:50 Sun-Thu 1:10 3:45 7:15 9:50 


FAT ALBERT G 
Sat 4:55 7:05 9:15 Sun-Thu 12:30 2:40 4:55 7:05 9: 15 
THE AVIATOR: PG 


Mature content, not recommended for young children. 
No passes. Sat 4:20 7:50 Sun-Thu 12:40 4:20 7:50 


DARKNESS 
Frightening scenes. 
Sat 4:50 7:40 10:20 Sun-Thu 2:00 4:50 7:40 10:20 
NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
44231-137 Ave, 732-2226 


THE INCREDIBLES a 
Fri 12:50 4:15 7:10 Sat 4:15 Sun-Thu 12:50 4:15 


144 


THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Fri Sun-Thu 1:10 3:40 6:30 Sat 3:40 6:30 
FINDING NEVERLAND G 


Fri 12:10 2:40 5:10 7:35 
Sat 5°10 Sun-Thu 12:10 2:40 5:10 


NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Fri 1:20 4:20 7:15 Sat-Thu 7:15 10:05 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Fri 1:50 4:40 7:05 Sat 4:40 Sun-Thu 1:50 4:40 
CLOSER 18A 


Crude sexual language. 
Fri 2:10 5:00 7:50 Sat-Thu 7:50 10:10 


BLADE: TRINITY 418A 
Fri 2:00 4:50 7:45 
Sat 4:50 7:45 10:30 Sun-Thu 2:00 4:50 7:45 10:30 


SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse language, mature theme. Fri 12:15 3:10 6:45 
Sat 3:10 6:45 9:40 Sun-Thu 12:15 3:10 6:45 9:40 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. Fri 12:00 1:00 3:00 4:00 7:00 7:30 
Sat 4:00 7:00 9:50 Sun-Thu 1:00 4:00 7:00 9:50 


FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, Violence, Fri 12:40 3:20 7:20 
Sat 3:20 7:20 10:00 Sun-Thu 12:40 3:20 7:20 10:00 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Fri 1:30 4:10 6:50 

Sat 4:10 6:50 9:20 Sun-Thu 1:30 4:10 6:50 9:20 


MEET THE FOCKERS 144A 
Crude content, sexual language. No passes 

Fri 12:30 1:40 3:30 4:30 6:40 7:40 Sat 3:30 4:30 6:40 
7:40 9:30 10:20 Sun-Thu 12:30 1:40 3:30 4:30 6:40 
7:40 9:30 10:20 


DARKNESS 140 
Frightening scones. Sat-Thu 7:55 10:15 
THE AVIATOR PG 


Mature content, not recommended for young children 
No passes. 
Sat 3:50 7:35 9:00 Sun-Thu 12:20 9:50 7:35 9,00 


FAT ALBERT G 
Sat 5:00 7:30 9:45 Sun-Thu 12:00 2:30 5:00 7:30 9:45 
THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZISSOU 14A 
Coarse language throughout. Sat 4:20 7:10 9:55 
Sun-Thu 1:20 4:20 7:10 9:55 


GATEWAY 
2250 Calgary Trall, 496-6077 
THE SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS MOVIE G 


Fri 12:30 1210 2:30 3:30 4:40 6:45 7:25 Sat 4:40 6:45 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:30 2:30 4:40 6:45 


ALEXANDER 14A 
Gory scanes, Fri 12:35 4:00 7:30 
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 9:00 


FINDING NEVERLAND a 
Fri 1:00 4:10 7:10 Sat 4:10 7:10 9:50 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 1:20 4:10 7:10 9:50 


THE GRUDGE 14A 
Frightaning scenes. Fri 1:20 4:20 7:15 Sat 4:05 6:30 
Sun 1:30 Mon Tue Wed Thu 1:30 4:05 6:30 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Fri 12:45 1:15 3:45 4:15 6:50 7;20 Sat 3:45 4:15 6:50 
7:20 9:30 10:00 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:45 1:1 
3:45 4:15 6:60 7:20 9:30 10:00 


THE AVIATOR PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children 
Sat 4:00 4:30 7:45 8: in Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:15. 
12:50 4:00 4:30 7:45 8:45 


LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZISSOU 14A 
Coarse language throughout. Sat 3:50 7:15 9:55 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 1:10 3:50 7:16 9:55 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 
WEM, 2882-170 St, 444-2400 
THE INCREDIBLES a 
Fri 11:40 2:10 4:80 7:30 
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:40 6:45 
THE POLAR EXPRESS G 


Fri 12:00 2:20 4:45 7:15 
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:00 2:20 4:46 7:15 9:40 


NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Fil 11-20 3:45 7:25 Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 3:45 9:25 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 


Fri 11:35 2:05 4:35 7:10 
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 11:35 2:05 4:35 


BLADE: TRINITY 18A 
Fri 12:20 9:30 6:55 Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:55 9:45 
OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 


Coarse language 
Fri 12:00 3:00 8:30 
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:00 3:00 6:30 9:30 


SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse language, mature theme. 

Fri 12:05 2:50 6:50 

Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:05 2:50 6:50 9:55 
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PHANTOM OF THE OPERA PG 
No passes. May frighten young children. Fri 11:55 3:( 
6:40 Sat Sun Mon Tus Wed Thu 11:55 3:05 6:40 10:05 
LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Fri 11:40 1:00 2:15 4:00 4:55 7:00 7:40 Sat Sun Mon 
Tua Thu 11:40 1:00 2:15 4:00 4:55 7:00 7:40 9:50 
10:25 Wed 11:40 1:00 2:15 4:00 4 


7-40 9:50 10:25 
FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, Violence. Fri 12:15 3:15 7:15 
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:15 3:15 7:15 10:00 
MEET THE FOCKERS 14A 
Crude content, saxual language. Fri 1:15 4:15 7:5 Sat 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 1:15 4:15 7:35 10:30 
THE AVIATOR PG 
Mature content, not recommended for young children, 
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:45 4:25 8:00 
LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE ZISSOU 14A 
Goarse language throughout. Sat 11:35 2:10 4:50 7:30 
10:10 Sun Mon Tua Wed Thu 11:30 2:10 4:50 7:20 10:10 

111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 

OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. Fri 12:30 3:30 6:45 Sat 3:30 6:45 
9;30 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:30 3:30 6:45 9:30 
LEMONY SNICKET'S 
A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Fri 1:00 4:00 7:00 Sat 4:00 7:00 9:40 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 1:00 4:00 7:00 9:40 
MEET THE FOCKERS 14A 


Crude content, sexual language, No passe 
Fri 12:45 3:45 7-20 Sat 3:45 7:20 10:00 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12:45 3:45 7:20 10:00 


FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, violence 

Fri 1.15 4:15 710 

Sat 4:15 7:10 9:50 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 1:15 4:15 7:10 9:50 


SIMOVIES 12 


CINEMA CITY 12 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON 14A 
Coarse language. Dally 11:15 1:30 4:05 7:10 Sat-Thu 
9:35 Sat lata show 11:55 


LADDER 49 PG 
Coarsa language. Daily 11:10 1:35 4:10 7:05 Sat-Thu 
9:50 Sat late show 12:10 

SHALL WE DANCE PG” 
Dally 11:25 1:50 4:15 7:15 Sat-Thu 9:45 

Sat late show 12:00 

RAY PG 
Substance abuse, not recommended for young children. 
Dally 12:00 3:15 6:30 Sat-Thu 9:40 

THE FORGOTTEN PG 


Frightening scenes, Dally 11:20 1:45 4:50 7:40 
Sat-Thu 10:10 Sat late show 12:20 


CELLULAR 14A 
Cinema City: Daily 11:30 1:55 4:30 7:30 Sat-Thu 9:55 
Fri Sat late sf 2:25 
Movies 12: Daily 7:30 Sat-Thu 9:55 
Sat late show 12:25 
NAPOLEON DYNAMITE G 
Daily 11:50 2:20 455 7:20 
Sat-Thu 9:25 
Sat late show 11:2 
SAW R 
Disturbing content 
Daily 4:35 
Sat-Thu 10:08 

at late 
SHARK TALE G 
Daily 116 7:10 
Sat-Thu 
Sat late s 
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE 18A 
Crude sexual language, not recommendad for children, 
Daily 11:35 2:00 7:45 
THE NOTEBOOK PG 


Suggestive scenes. 
Daily 11:05 1:40 4:20 7:00 
Sat-Thu 9:40 Sat late snow 12:10 


SURVIVING CHRISTMAS PG 
Not recommended for young children. 
Cinema City: Daily 11:45 2:10 4:40 7:25 
Sat-Thu 9:30 Sat late show 11:40 
Movies 12: Daily 11:45 2:10 4:40 


TAXI PG 
Violence. Dally 11:40 2:20 4:45 7-35 

Sat-Thu 10:00 
Sat late show 1 
WITHOUT A PADDLE 148 


Movies 12: Daily 11-15 1:55 4:30 7:15 
Sat-Thu 9:50 Sat late show 11:55 
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Director Brooks 

_ half-heartedly tries 
to deal with issues 
of culture and 
society in lame 
Spanglish 


~~ By COLLEEN ADDISON 


come to white America: it’s 
W:: amazing place, where a 
family with a stay-at-home 
mom and a father who cooks for a 
living, can have millions; where 
they can live in a huge house with a 
pool and rent a beachside mansion 
for the summer. But where, alas, 


8@ 
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even their success cannot mask the 
yawning emptiness beneath. Ah, the 
problems of the rich. 

In today’s U.S., nothing seems 
to sell better than family values. In 
Spanglish, we have a put-upon 
hero, John Clasky (Adam Sandler), 
who believes desperately in the 
wonder of kids, only to have his 


=| HEARTWARMING 


family fall apart due to his neurotic 
wife, Deborah (Tea Leoni), who's a 
horrible mother, and who has the 
unenviable role of being a woman 
accused (in a horrible voiceover 
track, no less) of jogging too much. 
Exercise takes away women’s round- 
ness and maternal feeling, says the 
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motor coach 


1.800.232.1958 


several departures daily: 


Calgary | 
Red. te 
Edmonton 


Fort McMurray 
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Single or 
Double Row 
Seating 


Onboard 
Movies 


Galley 


Self-Serve 
Hot or Cold 
Beverages 


movie (no doubt the writer, James 
L. Brooks, thought this was a blow 
against the women-must-be-thin 
Hollywood rule). Indeed, here is a 
woman whose thin body proclaims 
her a fitness freak, and thus whose 
idea of motherhood is buying too 
small clothes for her chubby daugh- 


elf-Serve 


NEW 


SCHOOL 
TRAVEL 


Ask about our 
STUDENT TICKET PACK 
and our other great 
discount offers. 


ter (a lovely performance by Sarah _ 


Steele). It’s not a great idea to begin 
with, but Leoni doesn’t make it bet- 
ter. Her performance, complete 
with an unbelievably awful sex 
scene (it’s worth noting that Brooks 
recently got divorced), is so over 
the top you start cringing every 


time she appears onscreen. 

Into this world walks Flor (Paz ~ 
Vega, a star in her native Spain), 
native Mexican woman who speaks 
no English. She’s the real match fo; 
John, a caring parent with a curvy 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


& heresy! 


Every week in Heresy!, Vue Weekly 
invites its film writers to either champion 
a film that everyone regards as trash, or 
to trash a film that everyone regards as 
art. This week: Colleen Addison pans 
Some Like It Hot. 


Legends abound about the filming of 
the 1959 Marilyn Monroe vehicle Some 
Like It Hot: according to some, it 
marked the start of Monroe’s descent 
into the depression that would take her 
life only a few years later, and her tardi- 
ness and inability to remember even 
the simplest of lines caused her co-star, 
Tony Curtis, to remark famously that 
“kissing Monroe was like kissing 
Hitler.” But out of this mess, director 
Billy Wilder managed to craft a master- 
piece so wonderful it’s lasted over 40 
years, it still gets a laugh, known all 
over the world, and even shown every 
year in the Czech Republic. It’s one of 
the best films ever, we've heard; more 
than just a silly comedy, it challenges 
gender assumptions, too. 

Uh? Some Like It Hot is funny, sure, 
but I don’t think it’s the work of art 
many people credit it as being. For one 
thing, it doesn’t exactly change how 
we think of men and women. Instead, | 
think it verges on misogynist. 

Two men (Tony Curtis and Jack 
Lemmon) dress up as women to escape 
pursuit by a group of Chicago gang- 
sters. In doing so, they move from 
Chicago, a rough-and-tumble man’s 
world, to Miami, full of love and good 
cheer, with lots of women and few 
men. (Happily, the film saves us from 
the current cro®s-dressing requisites: 
there’s no leg-waxing or eyebrow- 
plucking for comic effect as there was 
in the horrible What Women Want.) 

What the film does have, however, 
is a whole lot of dumb women. From 


Sweet Sue (Joan Shawlee), the leader 
of the women’s band the men join, to 
the love interest, Sugar Kane (Marilyn 
Monroe), the men fool everybody. 
Though their huge shoulders and 
falsetto voices make their disguise 
transparent to the audience, their skirts 
and lipstick fool everyone else. The 
men are even better women than the 
real women; upon meeting “Daphne” 
and “Josephine,” the other girls are at 
first in awe and the band’s manager, _ 
Beinstock (Dave Barry—not the colum- 
nist), begins to worry. “They‘re a cou- 
ple of real ladies,” he says, and plans to 
advise the other women to improve 
their behaviour. > 

Duping Sugar doesn’t exactly take 
a heraculean effort. Sugar is a ditz, all 
beauty and no brains. To me, here 
Monroe's personal problems seem to 
be coming to the fore. Though this is 
reported to be her best performance 
ever, she strikes me as rather blank. 
Marilyn Monroe’s sparkle consists of 
suggesting that there’s more to her 
than just the dumb blonde image; 
she's really much smarter than she pre- 
tends. In Some Like It Hot, Monroe is 
only a caricature of herself, all vacant 
smiles and giggles. Her dumb Sleeping 
Beauty act comes complete with a kiss 
of enlightenment; despite various 
hints, Sugar never guesses that 
Josephine is Joe, until the moment 
when he kisses her. _ 

Some Like It Hot is funny, sure, but. 
it doesn’t deserve to be touted as any- 
thing but an empty comedy. ® 
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arts, dance; and music, ifivented by African slaves 


until Dec. 24: Mon-Fri 
9:30am: Thu 9:30am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 
12-Spm, Fri, Dec. 24 10am-3pm; closed Dec. 25-Jan. 
20A CELEBRATION OF CRAFT: until Dec. 24 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave (461-3427) © Closed Dec. 25-Jan. 4 * 
artworks by Francophone 


CHACHKAS 8118-100 St (432-9444) Paintings 
by Paul Roche * Until Dec. 31 


OLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART AND DESIGN 
SHOP 6507-112 Ave (491-0002) * Open: Wed-Fri 
12-8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-4 * Artworks by Brad Burns, 
Robert Buttery, Janice Hoekstra, and more * 

Through December 


ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churehill Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 11am- 
Spm. Closed Mon * FROM NEAR AND FAR: Artworks 
that explore Canada as a multicultural society; until 
May 23 * BETWEEN BORDERS: Until june 196 
[MAGES OF EDMONTON: Until Feb. 20 * DRAW: 
Drawing by Edmonton artists; until Feb. 6 * 
COLLECTION HIGHLIGH' intil May 1S * PROTEAN 
PICASSO: Drawings and prints from the National 
Gallery of Canada; until Jan. 16 * Kitchen Gallery: 
)MAGINING HOME: Marc Siegner, until Feb. 6 * 
Children’s Gallery: SPELLBOUND: until Jan. 2005 * 
$8 (adult)/$6 (student/senior)/$4 (child 6-12)/free 
(member/child 5 and under) 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain Rd 
(482-1402) * Open Tue by appt. only, Wed-Fri 
j0am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm, closed long week- 
ends * 2004 RETROSPECTIVE YEAR END SHOW: 


Featuring artworks by various artists * Until Dec. 24 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open: 
Mon-Wed, Sat 10am-6pm, Thu-Fri 10am-9pm, Sun 
12-Spm * Eskimo soapstone carvings of otters by D. 
Inukpuk. Indian and Eskimo silver and gold jewellery 
by J. Sawyer. Porcupine quill baskets by Ojibwa 
artists * Through December 

FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) * Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * Staff show; 
until Dec. 31 * Artworks by Madelaine; through 
January 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) + 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * SITTINGS: 
Video installation piece by Johnnie Eisen; Jan, 6-Feb. 
5; opening reception: Jan. 6 (7-10pm) * Front 
Room: SEASONINGS; Drawings by Gerald St. Maur; 
Jan. 6-Feb. 5; opening reception: jan. 6 (7-10pm) 


JASPER MUSEUM 400 Pyramid Lake Rd, Jasper 
(780-852-3013) * Open Thu-Sun 10am-Spm * 
PHOTOSYNTHESIS: Featuring photographs of the 
northern Rockies by five photographers, Jasper 
Artists Guild showcase * Jan 7-23 * Opening gala: 
Jan. 7 (7-10pm) 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre, 10831 University Ave (433-5807) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-4pm * CHRISTMAS SHOW: 
Group show featuring artworks by various artists; 
until Jan. 27 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-S:30pm, Sat 9am-Spm * 
CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: Prints, pottery, bronze sculp- 
tures, painting on agate, and tree hangings * Until 
Dec, 31 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
EDMONTON CENTENNIAL POSTERS 1904-2004: 
Posters by Con Boland. Artworks by Wendy Risdale, 
Al Roberge, Don Sharpe, Dave Ripley, Jim Brager, 
Jack Ellis, pottery by Blackmore Studios and Noburo 
Kubo * Until Dec. 31 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) « 
FESTIVE SEASON: Artworks by gallery artists « Until 
Jan. 8 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat- 
Sun 1-8pm * TRANSFORMATIONS: WAVES OF FIRE, 
CLOUDS OF SNOW: Audio and visual art by 
Agnieszka Matejko, Adrienne Arlene Duffy, and 
Ryan Dorward 
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figure (Never mind that Paz Vega is 
stunning beyond belief and Adam 
Sandler is aging and a bit chunky). 
Flor learns English pretty much so she 
and John can chat without the dis- 
traction of Flor’s bilingual daughter 
Cristina (Shelbie Bruce) as interpreter. 
And yeah, John and Flor kind of flirt. 
In fact, their “chemistry” drags 
through scene after scene of pro- 
longed eye contact and tender wow- 
you-are-wonderful moments. But, in 
the end, when they decide not to get 
together, it’s frustrating; the entire 
point of the movie seems to hang on 
something that doesn’t quite happen. 


THE FILM’S REAL CRIME, though, 
lies in trying to show the problems 
of the melting pot, or, in the current 
jargon, the salad bowl. Flor doesn’t 
want to be assimilated; she wants to 
keep her own culture. This is an 
interesting issue, but the film never 
bothers to explore anything about it. 
When Deborah offers Flor’s daughter 
Cristina a scholarship to private 
school, John and Flor discuss the 
pros and cons. “Do you want them 
to be odd,” asks John, “or just like 
everyone else?” But in the rest of the 
film, there’s not even a choice. Flor 
can be both, easily, as can Cristina. 
For this is the American dream in 
all its glory, where the Claskys are 
successful because they’re white, but 
where there are no real problems for 
Mexican Flor, either. Racial issues are 
never discussed; no prejudice is ever 


shown beyond Deborah's struggles 
with Flor’s name (“What I walk on, 
tight?” Deborah asks, confused, at 
the two's first meeting). Flor’s job is 
easy, her tasks consisting of nothing 
more tiring than gathering up news- 
papers or carrying boxes, and she 
gets to hook up with the boss with- 
out anyone ever suggesting they're 
not equals. Flor has made it without 
even half trying, and second-genera- 
tion Cristina will succeed even more: 
she’s applying to Princeton. 

Part of the problem is that Flor’s 
culture, which she’s supposedly try- 
ing so hard to preserve, is never 
shown. It's as if being Mexican 
hinges solely on her ability to speak 
Spanish. Interestingly, Flor remains 
unsubtitled throughout, thus pro- 
viding only good part of the 
movie—a chance for everyone to 
practice their Spanish. © 

SPANGLISH 

Written and directed by James L. Brooks 
© Starring Adam Sandler, Tea Leoni, Paz 
Vega * Now playing 
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GALLERY $4] 1-S1 Sty Stony Plain (9622777) + 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 10am-6:30pm « 
THE FESTIVE FOREST: Winter installation of paintings 
by Jordanka Yaretz; until Jan. 3 * TROPICAL 
GIANTS: Large botanical watercolour paintings by 
Elleen Raucher-Sutton; Jan. 5-Feb. 1; opening 
reception: Sun, Jan. 23 (13:30pm) 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9526-96A St (496- 
2925) * CHRISTMAS 1904: Victorian Christmas with 
seasonal plants; until Jan. 5 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Gateway 
to Sherwood Park, Wye Rd (467-3038) « Featuring 
metal sculpture by Rogelio Menz, florals by Pam 
Vilesak, landscapes by Roger Amdt, seascapes by 
Jonn Einerssen and Brent Heighton, soapstone carv- 
Ings by Vance Theoret * Through December 


PLANET ZE DESIGN CENTER 10055-80 Ave (428- 
3499) * Open Tue-Fri 12-Spm, Sat 2-6pm * 
Featuring functional sculptures by Sandra Sing, 
paintings by various artists * New Year's Eve opening 
featuring Dj and performers: Dec. 31 (9pm-2am); 
$40/$75 (couple) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, 
St. Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat 10-Spm; Thu 
10am-Spm * PRESENCE: Artworks by St. Albert Place 
Visual Arts Council (SAPVAC); until Dec. 31 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA | 2845-102 
Ave (453-9100) * Open Mon-Sun 9am-Spm * A 
CENTURY PAST: REFINED LIVING IN THE NEW ALBERTA, 
Until Sept. 30, 2005 * SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGI- 
NAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years and S00 
generations, people of the past and present, record- 
ings, film, lights, artifacts and more. Permanent 
exhibit * FACES OF SALT: Until May 14, 2005 * WILD 
UGHT PHOTOGRAPHY: Colour photographs of 
Alberta landscapes by Dale Hudjik; until Jan. 9 + 
EDMONTON GRADS: Until May 1 * TEDDIES AND 
TOYS: until Feb. 27 * The Natural History 
Gallery: * BUG ROOM: Live invertebrate display. 
Permanent exhibit * THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted 
birds. Permanent exhibit * TREASURES OF THE EARTH: 
Geology collection. Permanent exhibit * WILD 
ALBERTA GALLERY: Permanent exhibit * Wild Alberta 
every weekend. Presentations start at 1pm and 2pm 
* Admission is half price Sat and Sun (9-11am) * 
Terrace: BIG THINGS 3; Large-scale sculpture; until 
Sept. 13, 2005 * NORTH EDMONTON SCULPTURE 
WORKSHOP: Ryan McCourt, Mark Bellows, Andrew 
French, Peter Hide, Ken Macklin and Royden Mills 
increase awareness and appreciation of local contem- 
porary sculpture; until Mar, 29 


ROWLES AND COMPANY GALLERY 101 30-103 St 
(426-4035) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm, Sat 12-Spm. 
* Watercolours by Frances Alty-Arscott, Jeanne 
Findlay, Sigrid Behrens, paintings by Audrey 
Pfannmuller, George Schwindt, Bruce Thompson, 
Steve Mitts, Elaine Tweedy, Angela Grootelaar, sculp- 
tural metal tables/stands by Rogelio Menz, blown 
glass by Darren Petersen, Cheryl Takacs, Susan 
Gottselig and Mark Gibeau * Hotel Macdonald: 


Acrylics by Steve Mitts * Westin Hotel (Pradera 
Room): Historical silkscreens by George Weber 


SCOTT GALLERY 1041 1-124 St (488-3619) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * CHRISTMAS TREASURES: New 
ertworks by gallery artists Sean Caulfifeld, Douglas 
Haynes, Brenda Malkinson, Robert Sinclair, and 
Arlene Wasylynchuk and others * Until Dec. 24 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open 
Tue-Sat (12-Spm) * THE SHAPE OF SPACE/PRINT LAB: 
Printworks by Barbara Robertson, and Julie Voyce; 
until Dee. 23 + Printworks by Cindy Baker, Janice 
Wong, Matt Pulford, and Christopher Shepherd; Jan. 
6-Feb. 12; opening reception: Thy, Jan. 6 (7-9pm) 


UPSTAIRS GALLERY Great Bear Framing, 2nd Fl, 
11631-105 Ave (452-8906) * GREAT BEAR CHRIST- 
MAS SALON - ART IN YOUR STOCKING: Through 
December 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 
St (421-1731) * EAST MEETS WEST: Collages by 
Kathleen Newman and paintings by Sharon 
Simonds-Chia * Jan. 6-Feb. 5 * Qpefing reception: 
Thu, Jan. 6 (7-9:30pm) 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open: Tue-Sat 10am-S:30pm * CHRISTMAS 
GROUP SHOW: Featuring a selection of artworks by 
gallery artists * Until Dec. 30 


WINDJAMMER JAVA ROASTERS 122, 150 
Chippewa Rd, Sherwood Park (417-5282) * Open: 
Mon-Wed 10am-Spm, Thu 10am-6pm; Sat 10am- 
Apm * SPLIT SECOND: Designs by Chloe Findlay * 
Through December 


LITERARY 


MELTING POT ASIAN RESTAURANT 10351 Whyte 
Ave (433-2932) © Storytellers of Canada first Tue 
each month (7-9pm) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 jasper Ave * Music, 
poetry, and performance art open stage hosted by 
the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu 
(8pm) 

PARAMOUNT THEATRE 10233 Jasper Ave (423- 


3487) * Doug Coupland reading from his new novel 
Eleanor Rigby * Mon, Jan, 10 (7:30pm) * $5 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) * Rob Pue; Dec. 30-31, Jan, 1 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882 
170 St (483-5999) * Alternative comedy featuring 
hypnotists, magic, music; every Tue (8pm); $10 * 
Improv Night: Featuring Wes Borg; every Wed 
(8pm); $10 * Comedy for a cause; every Thu (8pm); 
$12 Headliner series; every Fri/Sat/Sun (Fri-Sun 
8pm, Sat 10:30pm); $21 * Silly Sundays; Every 
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Sunday (noon-1:45pm), interactive family comedy 
show; $5 (child 12 and under)/$7 (adult)/$20 (fami- 
ly; 2 adults, 3 children) * Family entertainment 
brunch featuring magicians, jugglers, clowns; every 
Sun (day) * Industry night: Every Sun * Rob Pue and 
guests; Thu, Dec. 23 and Sun, Dec. 26 * Get 
Hypnotized! With Hypnotist Sheldon Fingler; Tue. 
Dec, 28 * Improv Extravaganza with The Second 
City Improv Players; Wed, Dec. 29 * Rick Bronson 
and guests; Dec. 30-Jan. 2 * New Year's Eve 
Extravaganza featuring Rick Bronson, Big Daddy 
Tazz, Three Dead Trolls in a Baqgie; 7pm and 10pm; 
Fri, Dec, 31 * Get Hypnotized with Sheldon Fingler; 
Tue, Jan. 4 (8pm) * Improvisation Extravaganza with 
The Second City Improv Players; Wed, Jan. 5 (8pm) * 
Leland Klassen and guests; Jan. 6-9 (8pm, 8pm an 
10:30pm weekends) 


YUK YUK'S Londonderry Mall (481-9857) « Paul 
Sveen; Dec. 23 * Kerry Unger; Dec. 28 * Toby 
Hargrave; Dec. 29-30 * New Year's Eve featuring 
Rich Hall, Mike Wilmot, Derek Edwards; show and 
dinner 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Theatre, Maclab 
Theatre 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) © Actor/play- 
wright Tom Wood returns as Ebenezer Scrooge for 
the fifth consecutive year in the Citadel's spectacular 
stage version of Charles Dicken’s classic seasonal tale 
of spiritual redemption * Until Dec. 24 * Tickets 
available at Citadel box office 


DRAGNET SQUAD |jubilations Dinner Theatre, WEM 
(484-2424) * Until Jan. 23 


THE KING AND I Festival Place, Sherwood Park 
(449-3378 451-8000) * Richard Winnick directs 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's classic 1951 musical, set 
in mid-19th-century Thailand, about an 
Englishwoman whose strong-willed personality fre- 
quently clashes with the equally hard-headed King of 
Siam, who has hired her to give his children a mod- 
erm, Western-style education * Dec. 23, 26-28 + 
$20 (adult)/$15 (child) * Tickets available at Festival 
Place box office, TicketMaster 


ONLY IN CANADA, EH? » Mayfield Dinner Theatre. 
Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Alfie 
Zappacosta stars in this high-energy tribute to 
Canadian singers, songwriters and comedians * 
Until Feb. 13 (Tue-Sun) * $47-$94 


ROBIN HOOD: MEN WITH SWORDS Celebrations 
Dinner Theatre, Oasis Entertainment Hotel, 13103 
Fort Rd (448-9339) * A comic spoof of the legend of 
Robin Hood, Maid Marian and the Merry Men of 
Sherwood Forest * Until Feb. 5 (Tue-Sat 6:15pm; 
Sun 5:15pm) 


astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


a ee JARIES Mar 21 - Age 18 


Your assignment in 2005 is to wage a revo- 
lution in the sphere where you have the 
most power. Your home? Your marriage? 

“Your workplace? Local government? Wher- 
ever it is, Aries, arm yourself with tact and 
compassion as you overthrow the stale sta- 
tus quo by manifesting your shining ideal. 
Let this advice from Buckminster Fuller serve 
as your touchstone: “You never change 
things by fighting the existing reality. To 
change something, build a new model that 
makes the existing model obsolete.” 


I'll send many suggestions your way in the 
coming months, Taurus. Some of them 
will ring true to you, and others may not. 
Some will be evocative clues you'll medi- 
tate on for days, while others may fade 
From your awareness right after you read 
them. Through it all, there will be two 
constants. First, every horoscope will be 
offered to you in a spirit of love. Second, 
you will always be free to take it or leave 
it. And now | present what | consider the 
most important advice for you to keep in 
mind throughout 2005, though only you 
can decide if it actually is: consistently cut 
away the smaller, weaker buds in order to 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or 

e-mail them to Glenys at 
“istings@vueweekly.com 

Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURE 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 63284-104 
St; every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic Roots, 8225-122 St; 
every third Thu (6:30pm) 


KIDS! LEARN KARATE! IT'S A KICK! Grandin 
Eereiey School - 9884-110 St ( 975-6910/460-2931) 
* Karate for Kids over 10, teens and adults + Every 
Tue/Fni (6:30-8pm) * Starting jan. 4 


LET’S TALK ANIMALS Valley Zoo, 134 St, Buena Vista 


Rd, 87 Ave * Primarily Primates; lecture and demonstra- 

tion * Dec. 26 

MEDITATION + Garneau United Place, 11148-84 

Ave (412-1006) Drop-in meditation with with Gen 

Kelsang Phuntsog; every Thu (7-9pm); $10 (donation) « 

Diamond Way Buds Centre, 4th Fl, 10314 Whyte 

Ave (455-5488) free meditations every Wed (8pm) * 

Buddhist Meditation, 10762 Whyte Ave (433-8463) 

Tibetan tradition meditation presented by the Karma 

hi Ling Society every Wed (7pm); beginners welcome 

“W"City Arts Centre, 10943-84 Ave.* The Way of Life 

meditation; last Tue each month (not Dec. 21), (7pm 

door) 

NASCENT Support group for late teens to earty thirties 


those who feel lost, alone and confused or those who 
have wisdom to share * email 
i_didnt_know@hotmail.com for info 


PILGRIMAGE TO SCOTLAND Hostel international, 
10647-81 Ave (454-6216) * featuring presentation on 
the Great Glen Way, Skye, Pluscarden, St. Cuthbert’s Way, 
Holy Isle of Lindistame, Isle of Cumbrae presented by Rev 
Geoff Wilfong-Pritchard * Mon, jan. 10 


TECHNOLOGY OF INNER PEACE 210), 10534-124 St 


(482-0016) * Discussion of the Yoga Sutras presented by 
the East West Yoga Society * jan. 6-7 (6-9pm), Jan. &9 
(10-4pm) 

TOASTMASTERS * 4005-115 Ave (469-6183) « 
N’orators Toastmasters, team public speaking: every Thu 


(7:30-9:30pm) * Baker Centre, 10th Fi 
(477-2613) Upward Bound Toastmaster 
th] pm) * Norwood Legion, 11150-82 St (45¢ 
Norvvrood Toastmasters Club Weekly meeting about pub- 


lic speaking, and how to improve your communication 
and leadership skills 


| QUEER LISTINGS | 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, sex 
ual, gender differences in education and culture focus 
group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualber 


direct all the forces of growth into the few 
buds most likely to succeed. “e 


POIGEMING yr smo 20 


Am | afraid of sounding too extravagantly 
optimistic as | deliver my predictions for 
your year ahead? Well, yes, a little. But | 
think you can handle it. Besides, there is a 
caveat: since even the arrival of good 
news can be stressful, you may have to 
struggle at times to deal with all the posi- 
tive changes that are on the way. Here’s 
an example: | believe 2005 will be your 
Year of Mind-Wobbling, Heart-Opening 
Adventures in Love. To receive the full- 
ness of the demanding gifts you'll be 
offered, you'll probably have to make big 
adjustments in your habitual behaviour. 


SSPE CANGER sesso 2 


Here’s an odd paradox about your fate in 
2005: you will get as close to your true 
home as you have ever been, and yet you'll 
also be teased and intrigued by a provoca- 
tive mystery. Let me say it another way: 
more than at any other time in your life, 
you will feel like you truly belong here—and 
yet you'll often be amazed at how enigmat- 
ic everything is. I'll give you one more angle 
on the confounding security that will visit 
you in the coming months: you'll have an 
uncanny sense of being cared for by a 
mother goddess, even as you keep delving 
further than ever before into the riddles of 
your unpredictable destiny. 


Last month, a religious fanatic in Taiwan 
decided to reach out to a previously neglect- 
ed group of heathens. At a zoo, he leapt 
into a lion’s den and began trying to convert 
the beasts to the Christian faith. “Jesus will 
save you!” was one of his oft-repeated 


ta.ca) for info 


AXHOS (454-8449) * A support group, local chapter of 
the international organization of Eastern Orthodox and 
Eastern Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) * 
9 daily 9-3, Fri 8pm * Mon; Amateur strip (12:30); 
D] Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: D) Arrowchaser, malebox 
right, free pool * Wed: Dj Eddy Toonflash; Drag shows 
(12:30) * Thu: Wet underwear contest 12:30 w/Connie 
Lingua and DJ Squiggles * Fri: Dance party with D} 
Alvaro * Sat: Dj Arrowchaser, Pool Tournament * Sexy 
Sundays with Sean and D} Mikee, all request dance 
party 
DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) * Support commu- 
nity for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 |asper Ave (482-7960) » 
Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) * An organization for gay men and lesbians 
in business and their non-gay friends to share business 
knowledge, leam, make friends and network in a posi- 
tive, proud space where being yourself is the norm 


FREE-TO-BE-VOLLEYBALL Oliver School Gym, SE 
Entrance, 10227-118 St (444-5673) * Mixed recre- 
ational volleyball league catering to the GLBT * Wed 
(7:30-9:30pm) (Sept.-May) * $3 (drop-in)/$20 
(term)/$40 (year) 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912 
106 St (488-0564) * Peer education initiative for 
gay/bisexual men that works toward preventing the 
spread of HIV by improving self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 
10550-102 St (488-5742) * Programs and su ser- 
vices for people affected and infected by HIVIAIDS and 


related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, 
harm reduction, education, advocacy and public aware- 
Ness campaigns 


WCARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) © www.icareal- 
berla.org * The Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education (formerty Interfaith Association on AIDS) 
provides spiritual support and connections for those 
affected by HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 
St * Meetings every second Thursday each month 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organi. 
zation for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support staff * Third Thu each month 
(fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
(kwells@ualberta.ca) or Masjorie 

(mwonham@ualberta ca) for schedule 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) « 
Every Sun (7pm): Worship services. Serving the gay, les 


exhortations. The lions seemed enraged by 
his appeals, and it was only through the 
heroic efforts ofthe zookeepers thatthe 
sader was saved from martyrdom. Let him 
serve as your anti-role model in 2005, Leo. 
Work diligently to spread your good inten- 
tions, be brave in promoting your high 
ideals, ramp up your powers of persuasion 
to a new level, but don’t waste your time 
trying to win over dumb beasts, bad listen- 
ers and narrow-minded dogmatists. 


Marilynne Robinson published her first 
novel, Housekeeping, in 1982. It was nomi- 
nated for a Pulitzer Prize, and an influential 
critic called it one of the 10 best novels of 
the 20th century. This November, 22 years 
later, Robinson came out with her second 
work of fiction, Gilead. “Writing is like 
praying,” she told Carin Besser in the New 
Yorker Online. “In both, if they are to be 
authentic, grace and truth must discipline 
thought.” | nominate Robinson to be your 
patron saint in 2005, Virgo. May she 
inspire you to produce another gem like 
the one you did some years ago. May her 
example give you the faith to work as 
slowly as you need to in order to remain 
impeccable, allowing grace and truth to 
discipline your thought. 


SOMILIBRA sz nz 


A four-year-old artist from Binghampton, 
New York has sold 25 of her paintings, earn- 
ing $40,000. Marla Olmstead’s works have 
been compared to those of Wassily Kandin- 
sky and Jackson Pollock, and many have 
appeared in galleries. One critic wrote, 
“Painting with fingers, spatulas and brushes, 
and using plastic mustard bottles to squirt 
out acrylics, she creates textured, abstract 
landscapes laden with emotion, depth and 
real talent.” I'm naming Marla as your offi- 
cial role model for 2005, Libra. | expect the 


youngest part of you to blossom, unleashing 


frequent bursts of creativity. 3 


ip Lj 
| SCORP 10 Oct 28 - Nev 21 
A few years ago, East Timor was described 
as an “unimaginable, apocalyptic ruin” by 
UN peacekeepers. More than 200,000 
people had died during a 25-year struggle 
to separate from Indonesia. But after finally 
gaining its independence, the new nation 
is now prospering in peace. With this as 
your inspiration, Scorpio, identify the most 
intractable and painful problem in your 
life. Now imagine that in the next 10 
months, you will transform it as dramati- 
cally as the people of East Timor did theirs. 


Jos) [SAGITTARIUS soz 2 


One of your main assignments in 2005 is to 
cultivate your sense of wonder. It’s true that 
you already possess a more acutely devel- 
oped sensitivity to marvels and miracles 
than most of the other astrological signs, 
but you still have a way to go to reach your 
highest potential. With this in mind, I'll ask 
you to make 52 appointments with yourself 
in the coming year. They could be at noon 
every Monday, or whatever time you 
choose. During each meeting, you will 
renew your commitment to seeing with 
fresh eyes. You'll vow to be alert for previ- 
ously unnoticed delights lurking in the 
midst of your familiar surroundings. You'll 
promise yourself to seek out experiences 
that teach you things you don’t know. 


In her book Soul Sounds, Mary Summer 
Rain recounts a conversation between a 
man and God. “How long is a million 
years to you?” the man asked. “A sec- 
ond,” God replied. Then the man asked, 
“How much money is a million dollars to 


and di d to have 3 
joke at his expense. Now 1, ON the 
other hand, Capricorn, are less grandiose 
in your financial requests for 200s | 


pia 


believe God will be pretty responsive. 


The planetary omens for 2005 are unam. 
biguous: you've got to spend more time 
in nature. For the sake of your physica 
and mental health, you must escape the 
familiar confines of your comfy cages. 
must wander out into wild places that are 
far from plastic, concrete, bricks, ang 
glass. Your Official Maxim of the Year 
comes from essayist Edward Dahlberg: 
“Man is at the nadir of his strength when 
the earth, the seas, the mountains are not 
in him, for without them his soul is 
unsourced, and he has no images by 7 
which to abide.” In the coming months 
Aquarius, find a way to get the earth, the 
seas and the mountains inside you. 


The coming year will be prime time for 
you to reinvent your conception of and 
relationship with God. The best way to 
begin this fun project is to throw away 
everything you think you know about the 
subject and start from scratch. Why not 
imagine a Divine Creator who is wild and 
free, who inhabits both the dark. and the 
light, who exudes mystery as well as good- 
ness, who heals with strange beauty as ~ 
much as with sweet insight, and who gives 
you puzzles that bring you to the brink of 
crazed excitement, at which point you 
break through into a higher way of know- 
ing-an almost sensual contact with a mar--— 
velous, difficult, entertaining God? ® 


bian, bisexual and transgendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect.ab.ca/livepos (488- 
5768) * Edmonton Persons Living with HIV Society. 
Peer-facilitated support groups, peer counselling * Daily 
drop-in 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.lcna.org (426-0905) * 
A spiritual canal) which gathers monthly for shar- 
ing, friendship, individual support and a safe space for 
our own spiritual questions 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) 
* Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and 
harm reduction in French, English and other African lan- 
juages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-Spm) * Free 
‘member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

www. geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to pee paes Socializing after practices « 
Every Tue and Thu 

MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE (488-3234) © Every Sun 
Cpmy: A safe, supportive, confidential discussion group 
talking about all bd related issues, for men at ay stage 
of coming out * Free * talkingwithpride@hotmail. 
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 


EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denominational 
church services 


PFLAG GLCCE, Sulte 4S, 9912-106 St (462-5958) « 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm * 
id aly iy for parents, families and friends of 
lesbians/gays/bisexuals transgenders 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877-882- 
2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and the 
gay and lesbian community 


PRIDE CENTRE 45, 9912-106 St (488-3234) « 


com 


(GLBTQ) Drop-in solution focused counselling provided 
by a chartered Rarcnolagst and two regist social 
workers; free + website for sc! led counselling 


times www. pridecentreofedmonton.org * GET OUT: 
The women's coming out group; starts Tue, Jan. 11 
(7:30-9:30pm) 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every second 
Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group for 
gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance 
(990-0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun- 
Thu 3am, Fri-Sat Spm-4am * Wed: Amateur strip 
with Luy, Sticky Vicky, Dj Alvaro * Thu: Rotating 
shows: pin ok stage and the Weakest Link game 
second and jursday with D} J. * Fri: Upstairs: 
Euro Blitz: New European music wih Bp Outtawak 
‘ales: | juny * Sat: Every Sat like new years: 
Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with Dj 
Downstairs: New music with Dj Dan and Mi 
Betty Ford Hai Clinic Show: long weekend 
with Dj jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non-mem- 
ber); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


S11 745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * 


* Sun: 


Steambaths 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 
egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth Tuesday of 
the month * Information and mutual for trans- 
gendered people in an open, tendly and safe environ. 

transvestites, cross-dressers, 


ment. Open to transsexuals, 


drag queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * 0) Daily 
{noon) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and Ken (7- 
12pm) 

YOUTH es ie ah YOUTH ee. 2 06 St« 
Wwww.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every Sat (7-9pm) * An 
adult facilitated social/support group for lesbian, SY, 
bisexual, transgendered, straight and youth under the 
age of 25 


Sd FS 


‘CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS WITH THE McDADES 
John Walter Museum, Kinsmen Sports Centre (496-2925) 
* Concert, hot apple cider and candlelight * Dec. 23, 
26-28 (7:30pm) * $19 (adult)/$10 (14 and under) 


CELEBRATE THE SEASON Lecislature (427-7362) * 
ee y cies by schools, choirs, and groups * 
inti - 


(CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS Fort Edmonton Park, Fox 
Dr, Whitemud Dr (496-2925) * Carols, crafts, Victorian 
shop, a theatre performance of The Gift of the Magi and 
much more * Dec. 23 (6-10pm) * $15 (13+)/$10 (child 
up to 12 yrs) 

HOURGLASS BALL (492-2116) * Performances, dinner 
and ballroom dancing with music by Dj Jim Kent * Fri, 
Dec. 31 (5:30pm-2am) * $60 (UADC member)/$80 
(non-UADC member) 


JACK FROST MUNCH AND CRUNCH POPCORN John 
Janzen Nature Centre, Fox Dr, Whitemud Dr * Short 
nature films and outdoor excursion and craft * Dec. 29- 
3) (14pm) * $1.25 Gee an (13-17 
yrs/senior)/$1.75 (adult)/$4.75 (family) 


KARAOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every 

Thu (9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-1117 Ave (414-0545) « Every Wed- 

Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 

BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd 

HSeatnalt) * Every Thu (9pm): Music Trivia with 
pade Entertainment * Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with 

Escapade Entertainment 

BULLY BUDD'S 9839-63 Ave (438-1148) * Karaoke 

Idol contest * Every Sat (8:30pm) 

BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) * Every 

Fri/Sat (10pm) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Every 

Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 

BOSTON PIZZA (WHYTE AVE) 10854-82 Ave (433- 

3151) © Karaoke Thursdays with host Khadija J 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) + 

Every Sun (8pm): Hosted by Jeannie 

‘CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414-1111) « 

Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 

CLIFF CLAYVIN’S 9710-105 St (424-1614) * Every 

Fri/Sat (10pm) 

DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) * Every 

Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with Dee Dee 
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DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave (454-9928) * Every Wed 
FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (467-4636) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9pm): with Woody 
“ns PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every 

fue) 
HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods (462- 
0468) * Every Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 
INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) * Every 
Fri-Sat (9:30pm) 
JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) * Every Sat 
(9pm) 


KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every 
Sun/Wed (9pm) 
LB."S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) * Every 
Tue/Thu (9pm) 
LEGENDS 6104-162 St (481-2786) * Every Wed (9pm) 
MARK’'S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5152) + 
Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Shawn the Bomb 
MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Every 
Mon: with Jammin’ Jamie 
NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, Bsmt (439- 
8006) * Every Thu-Sun (9pm-2am); Karaoke with 
Howard from Audio Stars 
ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1195) * Every Sun 
(9pm)/Wed (10pm) 
ORLANDO'S Il 13509-127 St (451-7799) + Every 
Wed/Thu (9pm) 
OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr (454 *~ 
0667) * Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Big Time 

ent 


Entertainm 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON (438-8878) * Every Mon, 
Tue, Wed with Mr. Entertainment 

RICHARD'S PUB 12150-161 Ave (457-3117) + Every 
Thu (9pm-lam): Karaoke hosted by Jimmy Love 
ROSARIO'S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Daily 
(9pm) : 

ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 st (482-5152) * Every 
Wed/Sat (9pm) 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL DOWNTOWN 10604-101 
St (423-3499) * Every Tue-Sat (9pm-1am): with Ruth 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL HIGHSTREET 10315-124 St 
(482-1600) * Daily (9:30pm) 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL OLD STRATHCONA 
Tater Ave (439-7211) © Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm- 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 10341-82 Ave (433-9676) = 
Every Sun (9pm): with Scott 

STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 st (465-5478) * Every 
Wed/Fri (9pm) 


TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every Fri/Sat (9pm- 
Tenens ioe (onouniahe, 
WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) * Every 
Wed, Fri, Sat (9:30-m-1am): with Dj Centaur SID — 
WOODY’S 11725 Jasper Ave, upstairs (488-6636) * 
MonWed (7pm-midnight): ch Ap =. , 
~ 7? 


ION OF ANTIQUES 
& REPAIR & REFINISHIN' 
Come See Our Selection 
963-3919 


business opportunity 


Top earning potential. 436-8498. 


nor} UOT Daycare! _ 
home and make above average income. 
a www.freemoms,convsa| ty 


EEE 
MANGOSTEEN JUICE: Powerful antioxidant, anti- 
inflammatory and antibacterial for prevention of 
disease. #1 natural supplement for arthritis, depres- 
sion, fatique, zens ibroma| ia, high choles- 
terol, heart disease, ma, dibetes cancer, irrita- 
ble eee Jo more. For free CD, pall Raner 
(780) = or www. Ngo.col nada 
I retiutoes needed ASAP wil train. 


Fleece lined moccasins and mukluks. 
Handcrafted locally. Order early. 435-1769. 


MENS long mink coat 
For sale 
462-6605. 


Learn to paint the figure. For drop-in classes and 
workshops call Tessa Nunn at 461-1028. Visit 
yaww.tessanunn.com for a full winter schedule. 


Ye Ire ha keyg) 
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Turn your dreams into a career! 


Register for the 6 Month Dramatic Arts Program! 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 


_ Thinking of a career 
in SAGE 
THERAPY? 


: Check out the 
distance-learning alternative. 


mbhvicarsschool.com 
or call us at 491-0574 
6924 Roper Road Edmonton 


furniture for sale 


Bed, Queen extra thick orthopedic pillowtop 
boxspring & matt. New cost $950, sacrifice 
$250, King avail. at $450, Can deliver 453-3077. 


100% leather sofa, loveseat, and chair 
never used, Cost Ss 200. $1,795. 
Free delivery. Can defiver 453-3755. 


To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone Carol at 426-1996 for more information 


SUPPORT YOUR 


LOCAL FOOD BANK 


cars for sale 


85 Dodge Caravan lo kms, EXC cond. Brakes, frt 

tires, ignition module, s & alt belts all new last 

year. Very well maint'd. Must see. $900 obo. Ph 
88-6746. 


2002 Chev. Cavalier 


_ Auto, ABS, Traction Cass, Great Fuel Economy 


cat Edmonton Motors 482-5771 


2003 Olds. Alero 


1.4 V6, 180HP, Loaded!, 25,980Km 


14,995 4 


cau Edmonton Motors 482-5771 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 
Incl. Somatics, Emotions, Shiatsu, Yoga therapy. 
Appts call 965-4278. 


WELLNESS INDUSTRY: Individuals to introduce 
Xanthone rich anti-oxide, anti-inflammatory 
product. Phone 455-6956. 


helicopter flight training 


Available in Whitecourt, Alberta at Rotorworks 
Inc. Oil/Gas Plant operating and farm back- 
ground an asset for employment in the pilot and 
operator field. 1-780-778-6600. 
info@Rotorworks.com 


help wanted 


SNEAK PREVIEW, Edmonton's premier movie store 

is looking for a flexible daytime clerk. Apply in per- 

son with resume to 4047-106 St. Outgoing person- 
ality and extensive movie knowledge a necessity. 


PAID WEEKLY! Company needs pt/it Hid rO- 
cessing unclaimed bank accounts. Call 1-866- 
883-0780 24 hrs. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night) and Thu 
(day), perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 
Ph 907-0570. 


EXCITING CAREERS: 
Computer Programming/Internet WEBSITE 
Designer, Home Study jpuoiae Souppiers 
provided. For free enrollment kit (24hrs) 
1-800-477-9578 CMS TRAINING 


AVON Reps Needed, oe 
Home Business Career, Low Start-Up Fee, Trainin, 
Provided, It's A Great Time To Join, It's Fun, It's Simple. 
Call Today 471-9181 Corinne. 


1 Phone 426-1996 trom 9am-5pm Monday to Friday 


1 Email: office@vue.ab.ca 


1 Office:10303-108 St Edmonton 


1 *Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 
1 


help wanted 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 

Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941 


INCOME 
OPPORTUNITY 


* 3 Shifts Available 
* Guaranteed Wage + 
* Training Provided 


Intemational Model and Talent agency requires extras, 
actors and models of all ages. Please call 432-4601. 


shared accommodation 


U of A student to share quiet main flr, laundry, 
partly furnished. M/F, N/S, N/P, $380/mon. 
Utilities included. Ph 438-8014 


RIVERBEND, Unfurnished bedroom. Direct bus 
to U of A. No-smoking. References. $350/Mo; 
$200/DD, Includes utilities, 438-3982 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
and percussion. 

Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, 
quality musi¢ instruction since 1981. 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City 
Lights Toastmasters! Meetings downtown every 
Tuesday at noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for details. 


——— 


Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and 


more. Daily workshops ayailable-auditions to fol- 
low wwonvsharkbyes audios comvorkshops him 
Call 944-1686 
artist to artis 


FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE® FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, 
providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 
words will be subject to regular pri or cruel edit- 
ing. Free ads run for four weeks depending on 
available space. For more info please phone 
Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2689/e-m 
lenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 
10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication 


Photographer w/studio seeks local 
arists/band/musicians forporuplio dev. Free for the 
rest of 2004 966-FILM www.davenoel,com 


Dancers/Gymnasts meet 1/wk to work with 
choreographer on new movement involving 
Dance/Rhythmic Gymnastics. e-m: con 
tactmel23@care2.com 


Bie 2i 8 8) | =~ SECTION prom mom: 


Sculptors’ Association of Alberta: sets for new 
members, to network with sculptors, and to learn 
to sculpt ice. www.saa.ca, ph Laurie 232-1886 


Screenwriters wanted. Seeking committed, 
enthusiastic screenwriters for Edmonton screen- 
writing group. E-m rditzian@yahoo.ca, 


SCREENWRITERS circle, First Tues of ca. Month 
© 7:30pm. Call 429-1671 or visit FAVA.ca 


WANTED: Comedy Writer/Director 
Born to write direct Comedy? Sketch Comedy 
writer/producer seeks collaborative partner for 
major television project. Exp. req, Bill: 437-5893 


ArtsHab Studio Gallery is now featuring guest 
artists for monthly exhibits. Incl: * Proposal (incl 
physical dese/special req) * 10 slides/photos * 

CV ® artist statement. Info Ph Tim 423-2966 


Tired of the same ole Xmas crap? Come out for 
SANTACON - the Rampage of the Cheap Suit 
Santas! Info - edmonton®@burningman,com 


ind Busker’s Ball seeks buskers, street perform- 
ers, street artists to host a benefit concert for the 
Parkland Institude. Bill 433-5159 


Community Big Band seeking jazz/swing/piano 
and trombone player. Call Rod @ 459-7099. 


Needed guitarist for country/rock/blues. Full time 
touring. Call Rob © 720-7032 


Local rock/punk band seeks clean guitarist and 
drummer, Free rehearsal space w/drums. Contact 
E-town Rocker: originaljungleboyz@hotmail.com 


Seeking singing bass player for regular intown 
work. Contact 974-0317 


Original project seeking bass player. Rock and 
roll. Possible touring. Strong committment 
required. No students please, Call 893-234 


Female fronted 3pe requires drummer with big 
ears, open mind, and soul. Infl. by everything 
444-4670 or e-m: royor3@hotmail.com 


TEXAS BLOOD MONEY is auditioning for a lead 
vocalist, interested? Call 920-0438 or 989-2440. 


The 3rd Busker’s Ball seeks fun loving volunteer 
to host a benefit concert for the Parkland 
institute. Bill 433-5159 


OUTGOING and enjoy working with people? Like 
learning about science and educating others? 
Dynamic hosting and educational volunteer pc sitions 
Wailable @ Odyssium ™ Contact Violet 452-9100 


Love to Cook? Cooking Tutors needed to teach 
basic cooking skills to adults with developmental 
disabilities in classroom-based setting. Staff sup 

port on site, Ph L ily 471-1122 ext 361 


tion Red Nose is looking for volunteers to help 
with its annual free designated driver program to keep 
impaired drivers off the road. Call 702-8000. 


Edmonton Christmas Bureau in Kingsway Garden 
Mall, Southgate Centre, Bonnie Doon Shopping 
Centre, Edmonton City Centre need donations 

www. christmasbureau.edmonton,ab.ca 


Literacy tutors needed to assist adults with devel 
opmental disablilites to acquire basic reading 
and writing skills. Tutor alin support, anc 
materials provided. Ph Lily 471-1122 ext 361 


Seniors need your help, the Adult Day Support 
Programs provide seniors with special needds 
with a recreational/educational day program. For 
info call Donna 434-4747. 


If you are healthy, Denia Ges and 18-55 years 
old, call 492-6033 to be in a research study 
Expenses paid 


If you OR your brother/sister has schizophrema: 
call 492-6033 to be in 
a research study. Expenses paid 


Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We 
pay the gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. 
Driving for more information at 732-1221 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton is in 
need of volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour 
Crisis Line. The hours are self-determined and 
you can work from your own home. Next train- 
ing begins Jan. 18. Ph Heather 423-4102 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 

Easter Seals. http://auction.edmonton24hourre- 

lay.com, Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233 


SEE THEATRE FOR FREE! Workshop West 
Theatre has a variety of volunteer o 


portunities 
throughout the season. 477-5955 

if you have always wanted to be a broadcaster, 
here is your chance! VoicePrint Canada is look- 


ing for volunteers for Local Broadcast Centres. 
Donate your time to read local newspapers to 
the blind, low-vision, seniors. Voiceprint Canada 
broadcasts nationally on CBC Newsworld’s 
S.A.P.,, and worldwide at www.voiceprintcana- 
da.com. Audition; call 451-8331, e-m: edmon- 
ton@voiceprintcanada.com 


Supportive adult role models needed to share time 
and interests with children and youth aged 7-17 
with emotionalV/behavioral concems. Orientation 

and supervision provided, Flexible evening or 
weekend placements. Ph Lily 471-1122 ext 361 


Call for Child Volunteers (10 to 12 yrs) needed to 
assess environmental effects from within the 
study area of Leduc or Parkland Counties. If you" 
and your child are inte ad in volunteering 
Ph (780) 962-7570 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at 
U of A seeks individuals suffering from PANIC 
ATTACKS for research study. Ph 407-3221 
Reimbursement provided 


The Edmonton Oilers Community Foundation: 
Looking for volunteers to assist in positions at 
Edmonton Roadrunner games; Ph Doreen 
Lesperance (780) 414-4631, e-m 
dlesperance@edmontonoilers.com 


FREE JOB SEARCH ASSISTANCE 


Unemployed and Have a Disability? 
ou are over 18 


WECAN HELP VOU FIND A JOB! 
Solutions for work: 
and Career Trends 


428-7989 
Chrysalis °7 


English Overseas: 


TESOL Certified 5 days In-class 
Or Online Or By Correspondence. 
* All ages * No Experience * No Degree 


FREE Info Pack: 


1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar: 


Travel the Worl 
Earn Great Money. 


Monday & Tuesday, 7pm s ; pe 
10762-82 Ave. 
Next Class: December 27-30 


HEADLINE wax 20 cuars;:____ ae 


EXTRAS 
J Headline... $3 


1 Bold/Centred....$3 
O Extra Line...$2.50 
Box Word Ad.....$3 


1 Symbois.......$30a 
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weg Sex 
© 2a column 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


I said, external use only! 


Dear Andrea: 
This guy | was messing around with put 
IcyHot on my vagina and the next morn- 
euing it was swollen. Is there anything can 
do about this without going to the doctor? 
Love, Owie-Wowee 


Dear Owie: 
Aha! | checked! This isn’t déja-vu; | really 
have answered your question before, 
more or less. Since I’m kind of on vaca- 
tion anyway, I’m just going to rerun the 
old one. However, the otherwise not-so- 
sharp “Analweds,” below, had been pru- 
dent enough to ask me before applying 
IcyHot to their mucus membranes. Since 
you failed to consult the oracle before 
embarking upon your adventure (silly 
i girl!), | suggest wiping off as much goop 
as you can (using something like baby 
oil), applying cool compresses, and stay- 
ing the hell away from Mr. Good Ideas 
there. Whatta maroon. 
Love, Andrea 


Dear Andrea: 
My wife and | love anal, but we want to 
know if IcyHot is safe as a lube. We've 
used it externally, but we're not sure if 
it’s safe internally. 

Love, Analweds 


Dear ‘Weds: 
The IcyHot you slather on after one of 
those overambitious workouts you 
hope will snap you back into shape 
“after months of vegging on the couch? 
Do | think it wise to stick a gob of 
menthol, camphor, and eucalyptus up 
your asses? Uh, ne. 
Dude, | seriously hope you waited 
for my reply before trying this at home. 
It’s true that some people do use those 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


sports creams (externally!) for the plea- 
sure/pain they can produce. | did once 
hear about a couple who were doing 
just that when some goop managed to 
insinuate itself into her urethra. No, 
there was no permanent damage, but 
she spent the next six hours in the 
bath, going “Ow ow ow” instead of in 
bed with him going “Ooh” and “Ah,” 
and she was so mad she would have 
clocked him if he’d come within swing- 
ing distance of the tub. If you've ever 
rubbed your eye after handling that 
stuff, you should already know that 
menthol et a/ and mucus membranes 
do not mix, but | guess you've been 
lucky so far. Stay that way. 
Love, Andrea 


The worst omelette ever 


Dear Andrea: 
Egg white makes a good, available and 
cheap vaginal lubricant. Add a little 
CloseUp toothpaste for a little zip. 

Love, Handy Hints 


Dear Hints: 

| didn’t put out a general call for 
unusual substances to put up your 
pussy, did 1? You'd think I’d remember 
doing something like that. 

There's actually more literature on 
this subject than you might think (see 
“Putting Egg Whites Where The Sun 
Don’t Shine” in Salon, for instance) 
and if you'll bear with me (this gets 
kind of gamey) I'll get to the point. 

Women who are trying to get preg- 
nant often track their cervical fluid. If 
sperms are going to get anywhere, they 
have to have something to swim in, and 
the wetter the better. The most fertile 
stuff is called “egg white,” for its strong 
resemblance to same, and sometimes 
there just isn’t enough to get the job 
done. So? Actual, chicken egg whites to 
the rescue. Keep in mind that the same 
people who fear the raw eggs in Caesar 
salad are going to be squeamish about 
applying them anywhere else. There's 
also a nasty shock in store for those who 
forget to let them warm up a bit after 
taking them out of the fridge. Yowch. 

The toothpaste strikes me as 
unwholesome but harmless in small 
amounts, Now what in the world 
inspired you to roll your own lube, 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


when there’s so much commercial stuff | 


available? I’m imagining you and your 
partner on a ranch in Montana, hours 
from the nearest store, but I’ve always 
had an active imagination. 

Love, Andrea 


Hey, that’s pretty gross! 


Dear Andrea: 

My roommate received a piece of digital 
video which apparently showed a man 
putting his entire bald head into a 


woman's vagina. He thinks it must be | 
faked, and this act is physically impossible. | 


As a woman, | say you can never underes- 
timate the capacity of a pussy and if you 


can get a baby out, you can get a head | 


in—not that I’d want to! Who's right? We 
have money riding on this. 


Love, Betty 


Dear Bet: 
Everyone says “Hey, they can get a 
baby through there, so why not this 


(ridiculously huge thing)?” Well, yes, | 
but they‘ve failed to factor in all the | 


ligament-loosening, pubic-symphysis- 
spreading body changes women actu- 
ally go through pre-parturition. They 
forget that birth can be so painful it 
requires a spinal block, and is occasion- 
ally fatal. All that aside, sure. 

| have seen an (obviously faked) 


picture of this, and if you really look | 


you can see that the man’s head is 
wider than her pelvis, and could not 
possibly fit in there without breaking 
bone. Pussies are stretchy, but not infi- 
nitely stretchy, and huge as they are, 
baby-heads are nothing compared with 
big, bald, porn-guy heads. Oh, and 
there's the breathing issue. He can’t. 
Love, Andrea O 


Edmonton Roadrunner games; Ph Doreen 
Lesperance (780) 414-4631, e-m: 
dlesperance@edmontonoilers.com. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain eee Research 
Program at U of A. Ph 407-3775/407-3221. 
Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at 
U o fA seeks individuals suffering from 
SOCIAL PHOBIA for research study. 
Ph 407-3906. Reimbursement provided. 


Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton with 
Edmonton Young Offenders Centre: looking for 
responsible adult role models/mentors. Must be 
over 18, w/valid drivers license and commit to 

1 hr/wk. Ph Siobhain 422-6038 ext. 208, 

e-m: ssupernault@bgce.ca 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at 
U of A seeks individuals suffering from 
SEVERE PMS for research study (Ph 407-3775). 


Volunteers needed for research at the U of A. * 
Were you suicidal between the ages of 15 and 
24, Bit are under 26? Willing to help us under- 
stand the sapeiaies of Dene suicidal and recov- 
ering? Participation is strictly confidential. Ph 
492-6118 or email teen.research@ualberta.ca 


Be a Distress Line &/or Youthone.com Crisis Chat 
volunteer, We offer: *_ Intensive training ° 
Rewarding experience * Career-related skill devel- 
opment. Training Classes in January. 
www.thesupportnetwork.com for info or call 


hi 
The Support Network at 732-6648. 
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MTR CRATES: TYUDIOT 


— 
The Learning Centre Li Association is” 

fooking for peDple totheinfandlisrieveloe ter 
literacy skills. Contact Phyllis at 429-0675. 


—————— 
Help an adult improve their reading and writing 
skills. Frontier College-Student for Literacy 
looking for volunteers to be trained as literacy 
tutors. www.frontiercollege.ca Training provided 
Info Ph 492-4066, e-m: frontier@uatberts Ca 


es 
FunTeam Alberta, a non-profit sport organization 
is currently seeking Volunteers for the Rectess 
Eropra www.funteamalberta.com Ph Riana 
490-0242, e-m info@funteamalberta.com 


Help immigrants improve their English! 
Volunteer conversation tutors, grammar and writ- 
ing instructors needed. Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers. Ph Suzanne 423-9677 
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INSTANT ACCES TO 27 MEGA SITES « LIVE VIDEO 24/7 
PRIVATE CHAT « VIP TRIAL ONLY $3.95 
COCK STIFFENING ENTERTAINMENT * ANAL REAMINGS 
PERVERTED GROUP ACTION INSIDE « LIVE SUPER EXTREME SEX 
XOX EXPLICIT ACTION ¢ HIGH SPEED FEEDS WITH CHAT 
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9 US per month with a spy cam 
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Edmonton’s Best 
Live Chat! 


Men use free code 1751 
Other citles: 
1-877-834-4044 


HOT MALE CHAT 


All Man, 
All Live. 


CruiseLine. 
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780.413.7122 


/75 minutes: 1.900.451.2853 
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FREE Premium Cosmetics: 


meet new triends on the 
phone and enjoy FREE 


premium rewards. 
(Please call for details) 


* UNCENSORED ER@MEGISTORIES « 
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ee e : 
mobile hookup 
On your cell phone text the 
word VUE to 12100. 


Exchange messages instantly with 
other hot singles on-line RIGHT NOW! 
Also TALK live! 


It's anonymous and fun! 
(25'/msg. to send, FREE to receive) 


TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


Use FREE trial 
code: 2315 


Now, 
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Chat FREE!nsn cy | 
780-669-2323 } 


other cities: 1-888-482-8282 - 
enter code; 501 — 


4-900-677-4444 75 min s2sicall 


ERSONALS 


For years, the men on GrapeVine Personals have 
redeemed their GrapeVine points for free system time. 
Now, women can also redeem their GrapeVine points - for 
premium cosmetics from our new promotion partner: 
www.SolsticeBeauty.com 


CHAT just got better! 


Women who use our system can earn FREE products from 
Solstice Beauty. Right now, the reward is any FREE product 
of your choice - to a maximum value of $128. The specific 
offer details may occasionally change, so please call the 
GrapeVine system for more information. Enjoy! 


Women Always FREE: 418-3636 FREE 2 Hr Trial for MEN: 418-4646 


The Grapevine Club Inc. (www. GrapevineParsonals.com) does not pres local Edmonton call, Must be 18+ 
Fun and confidential, For men: limit one free tia accoul ntial phone number 
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Shop | With Confidence! 


* Western Canada’s Largest Selection Of Music & Movies * Lowest Everyday Prices 
© Satisfaction Guaranteed * Listen Before you Buy * Knowledgeable Staff 


Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th Street 424-6000 
Edmonton South: 3110 devicingenld Trail south 433-6400 { Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 
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In its 23rd year the Global Visions Film Festival continues 
to champion alternative media, in a documentary form, 
that engages our community with social issues globally, 
nationally, and locally. The Festival screens new films on 
current issues, or on issues that continue to be relevant. 
The Festival programming, through the captivating form of 
cinema, serves to deliver new knowledge about the lives 
of our global citizens. We strive to be a catalyst for 
discussion, and to inspire action. This year’s Festival 
theme, The Colour of Currency, will take us on global 
journeys that examine economic issues and human 
resources. Mixed into this theme is a sub-theme, Breaking 
Cycles, a look at efforts aimed at changing the course of 
social injustice and offering hope to humanity. 


Thank You to Our Sponsors 
WE ARE PROUD TO ACKNOWLEDGE OUR SPONSORS 
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On behalf of the Global Visions Festival 
Society, it is my pleasure to welcome 
you to the 23rd Annual Global Visions 
Film Festival: The Colour of Currency. 


As we each face the unique 
challenges that confront us all in our 
global family today, we can take comfort 
in the power and energy derived from 
gathering together. It is our hope that as we take time out of 
our busy lives to explore this year’s programme theme, The 
Colour of Currency, we will not only be heightening our 
awareness of the social and economic problems of our time, 
but the issues that underlie them, and how we might deal with 
it all. Now, more than ever, we must continue to build a 
positive global vision. Despite the overwhelming nature of 
war, social inequality, poverty, environmental degradation and 
the like, there exists phenomenal wisdom, creativity and 
compassion within our communities worldwide. There is no 
doubt that we have our work cut out for us but there is great 
cause for hope as we grow and learn from one another, and 
from our mistakes. 


For our 28rd annual festival, we are proud to be able to 
showcase some of the most compelling, challenging and 
inspirational documentaries that tell the stories of our world. 
These accounts are brought to us by filmmakers whose hard 
work and commitment enable us to see our world with fresh, 
new insight. 


A big warm thanks goes out to all our sponsors, 
members, board directors, advisors, Global Marketplace 
presenters, artists, and the many many volunteers who have 
all contributed so much in making this event possible. A 
special thanks to the festival staff for their creativity, hard 
work and commitment. 


Once again, we welcome you to the gathering. Happy 
23rd! 


Sincerely, 


Mare Piquette 
Co-chair, Board of Directors 
Global Visions Festival Society 
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Global Visions 
FILM FESTIVAL 


Welcome and prepare to be wrapped 
in a rainbow of cultures as we unwrap 
the COLOURS OF CURRENCY. Take a 
trip with us and look through the lens 
of alternative media. The documentary 
art form is coming of age. The stories 
told are true and their consequences 
real. This is the world that you and | 
live in and as global citizens we are all 
affected. So come along, broaden your perspective, open 
your heart and bring some tissue paper — it’s a tearjerker. 


BREAKING CYCLES is the sub-theme that shines a 
bright light on our global tour; citizens can and do make a 
difference. We are very proud to present films about those 
who battle social injustice and make the world a better place 
to live. 


We have put together two Workshops/Rounditable 
discussions on this year’s themes. These discussions will be 
aimed at activism as much as at film making, they are free to 
the public and | encourage you to attend. 


Good cinema makes us pay attention to details, at times 
perhaps more so than to the details in our lives — let us 
examine those details and talk about the issues. We have set 
up a party environment, every evening after the films, for this 
purpose and we hereby invite you to attend. 


| would like to thank the Board of Directors for giving me 
the opportunity to be the Festival Producer this year. | would 
like to acknowledge the programming committee for their 
guidance and support and to the Festival staff, Leslea, Muffy, 
Carol, and especially Marsh — thank you for your hard work 
and for making the job fun. And to the volunteers — the 
Festival is in your hands now, shine on. 


Andy Laskiwsky, 
Festival Producer 
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As a member of Edmonton's City 
Council, | am pleased to support the 
Global Visions Film Festival. Each 
year, this wonderful film festival 
showcases scores of new 
documentary films to inspire and 
delight Edmontonians. These films 
cover the widest possible spectrum, 
giving us cause for reflection on 
issues and realities faced by our countless neighbours all 
around the globe. Innovative films take us to the heart of so 
many issues, building understanding and inspiration between 
many diverse peoples. 


| am pleased to recommend Global Visions Film Festival; 
it adds a special something to the culture and intellectual life 
of Edmonton. And we can always count on the film festival to 
be well-organized and well-received, all thanks to the 
dedication and hard work of so many Edmontonians. 


Sincerely, 


LEE 


Michael Phair, 
Councillor, Ward 4 
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Make a DIFFERENCE 
Buy Fair Trade Ay 


CERTIFIED 


| Organic Fair Trade 
COFFEE, TEA 
_ & CHOCOLATE BARS 


As minister responsible for the Alberta Film 
Development Program, | am pleased to 
welcome everyone to the 2004 Global Visions 
Film Festival. 


The art of film takes on many roles in our 
society. It is a form of entertainment, a pathway 
for personal expression and an outlet for social 
commentary. Films can inform and challenge 
us, giving us a new window to view the world around us. 


The films featured at this year’s Global Visions Film 
Festival offer attendees many new windows to peer through. 
Fiims from around the globe provide an insightful and 
powerful look into the world around us, and | would like to 
thank all the organizers, volunteers and filmmakers for 
bringing such a valuable community event to Edmonton. 


Global Visions is a vital part of Alberta’s cultural 
community, and the Government of Alberta is proud to be a 
supporter through our Alberta Foundation for the Arts. 


Best wishes for a very successful Global Visions Festival! 
Gene Zwozdesky 


Minister of Community Development 
Deputy Government House Leader 


Announcing ... 


Just Christmas 2004! 


A Global Cratts & 
Fair Trade Marketplace 


The Prince of ae Armouries 
10440 - 108A Avenue 


Friday November 26 6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday November 27 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Crafts and other worldly goods, live entertainment and delicious 
finger foods & refreshments available! 


Just Christmas 
(from "justice at Christmas") 
is an alternative global marketplace 
for quality crafts and other goods. 


Market participants are philanthropic 
ot - for - profit organizations whose mandate is 
to foster global awareness and to support 
international development projects. 


Admission is free — but donations 
are encouraged (thanks!) 
For more information: 474-6058 / 995-6819 


e-mail: leocamposa@aol.com 


UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
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This year, the Global Visions Festival 
focuses its lens on efforts to effect positive 
change in the face of the many challenges 
for people in the developed and developing 
worlds, including poverty, discrimination and 
living in a war zone. 


The Festival features distinctive 
Canadian and international voices, each 
documenting struggles against adversity and celebrating 
diversity and the resilience of the human spirit. 


As a government cultural investor in film, television, new 
media and music, Telefilm Canada is proud to be a 
contributing sponsor of the 23rd annual Global Visions 
Festival. In order to underline its commitment to help a wider 
range of Canadian works connect with audiences, Telefilm 
provides support for events that actively enhance the profile 
of Canadian works, such as documentary films, that 
showcase homegrown talent, and that provide regions of 
Canada with increased access to Canadian productions. 


On behalf of everyone at Telefilm Canada, | would like to 
commend the artists, industry professionals, volunteers and 
organizers whose dedication and hard work make this year’s 
edition of the Global Visions Festival a success. 


Enjoy the Festival! 


Ch. 


Charles Bélanger, Chair, Telefilm Canada 


Cette année, le Festival Global Visions s’attarde aux efforts 
des pays développés ou en voie de développement pour 
apporter des changements significatifs a des problemes 
comme la pauvreté, la discrimination et la vie dans les zones 
de guerre. 


Le Festival présente des voix originales, tant 
canadiennes qu’internationales, chacune traitant des luttes 
contre l’adversité tout en célébrant la diversité et la force de 
esprit humain. 


A titre d’investisseur culture! dans les secteurs du 
cinéma, de la télévision, des nouveaux médias et de la 
musique, Téléfilm Canada est fiére d’appuyer cette 23e 
édition du Festival Global Visions. S’étant engagée a ce que 
plus d’ceuvres canadiennes rejoignent le public d’ici, la 
Société appuie les événements qui mettent en valeur le 
cinéma canadien et les talents locaux, qui donnent aux 
régions un meilleur accés aux productions canadiennes et qui 
contribuent au développement d’une solide industrie 
nationale. 


Au nom des employés de Téléfilm Canada, j’aimerais 
saluer les artistes, professionnels de l'industrie, bénevoles et 
organisateurs dont le travail acharné et le devouement auront 


permis au Festival Global Visions 2004 d’étre un franc succés. 


Bon festival! 
Chik etper 


Charles Bélanger, Président, Télefilm Canada 
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The National Film Board of 
Canada is proud to support 
the Global Visions Film 
Festival in its mission of 
promoting cinema as a cat- 
alyst for discussion and 
social change. As Canada’s 
public film producer and 
distributor, this is our mission as well. 


That’s why the NFB is always on the lookout for projects 
that inform, provoke and spark debate. It’s why we produce 
works by emerging directors as well as Canada’s most 
acclaimed filmmakers — and provide our artists with the 
resources and support they need to fully realize their visions. 


The NFB is 65 years young this year. Our doors are open 
to new independent filmmakers and our films are reaching 
audiences and touching people as never before. Film by film, 
community by community, we’re building a new NFB. 


Here in West, the NFB is committed to showcasing the 
talents of Western Canadian filmmakers to the rest of the 
country and the world — and reflecting the cultural richness 
and diversity that is Canada. 


Enjoy the festival! 


Jacques Bensimon 
Government Film Commissioner and NFB Chairperson 


ALTERNATIVE VIDEO & 


Your Choice for the Best in World Cinema 


Great Selection 


Great Service 
Whyte Avenue ¢ 10050-82 Ave * 439-2233 
Jasper Avenue * #2 9026 Jasper Avenue * 429-2232 
Riverbend ¢ 14940-45 Avenue e 413-6364 


www.alternativevideospot.com 
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Future Visions Il 


We're proud to welcome the return of ‘Future 
Visions’, which we began presenting last year as part 
of the 2003 festival. In this program, the Film and 
Video Arts Society — Alberta (FAVA) collaborates with other 
community organizations to train youth to create their own 
videos which premiere at the Global Visions Film Festival as 
part of Youth Media Day. FAVA is a non-profit artist-run media 
arts coop providing a one-stop resource centre for artists. 
Their mandate is to facilitate and encourage the creation, 
exhibition and appreciation of independent film and video. 


Two local youth centers (iHuman Youth Society, and the 
Boyle Street Education Centre) each selected young artists 
aged 16-21. Under the guidance of filmmaker Tim Folkmann, 
these young artists are introduced to various members of the 
film community to learn the art and craft of film and video 
production. Participants for Future Visions 2 are Brandy 
Austin, Ahbleza Bugler-Granbois (“Blaze”), Laura Derhousoff, 
Kirsten Sikora, and Mei Young. 


Future Visions is designed to reach youth artists in inner 
city communities, and provide them both with the tools and 
skills to create new video work, and the validation and expo- 
sure of a screening at the end of the process. The young 
artists receive a solid grounding in the techniques and tech- 
nology of videography, but also connect with potential men- 
tors, colleagues and resources on whom they may draw in 
years to come. 


“Those chosen for the Future Visions project must have 
shown personal creative activity in another art form (e.g. 
dance, music or visual art). These young artists have been 
chosen by their peers, their own school or inner city group. 
We feed the kids food. We give them cash up front but hold 
back completion funds and screening fees. We present great 
new video/film art mentors every day covering the day’s les- 
son in camera, editing, lighting and subject. The two-week 
session is aimed at a single short video project with a specific 
completion deadline. Great video post-production and pro- 
duction facilities, as supplied by FAVA with funding by The 
Canada Council for the Arts. The completed works are 
screened at an advertised public premiere screening at the 
Global Visions International Film Festival.” This Future Visions 
project was one of the best video education projects | have 
been involved with. This project offers the participants an inti- 
mate environment through small class size, emphasizing the 
immediacy of personal interaction and the benefits of collec- 
tive video work. Support the creative mind.” 

TIM FOLKMANN Project Facilitator Future Visions II 


FAVA gratefully acknowledges the Media Arts Section of 
the Canada Council for the Arts for sponsoring Future Visions II. 


Youth Media Arts Day 


In keeping with the Global Visions ethos of providing educa- 
tional, inspirational and thought provoking media, it is with 
great excitement that | welcome Edmonton and area youth to 
the festival’s 4th annual Youth Media Arts Day! The Youth 
Media Arts program was initiated in 2000 with an aim to pro- 
vide young people with a forum for thought and discussion on 
global issues and local events as well as a venue to feature 
documentary film created by youth, or based on issues rele- 
vant to youth. The past three years has showcased youth pro- 
duced and youth oriented documentary film, video, 
multimedia, radio, and print media work, and have provided 
an environment where young people can learn how to get 
involved with various community based organizations. 


This year we are proud to once again partner with Fava 
and the Canada Council for the Arts to present Future Visions 
ll — a selection of shorts created by a few of Edmonton’s 
finest young creative minds. These young filmmakers will 
present their films and be available for a Q&A to discuss the 
process of film creation under the direction of local filmmaker 
Tim Folkmann. Political poetess and local youth filmmaker 
Margaret Haugen will host the event and share her experience 
as a filmmaker and as a “raving poet”. In addition to youth 
speakers, artists and a panel of local youth based organiza- 
tions, we will feature a screening of the film, The Future of 
Food. This is an engaging and informative film that explores in 
detail the creation and effects of genetically modified organ- 
isms from an ecological, economical, environmental, and 
socially conscious viewpoint. This film is sure to ignite reflec- 
tion and discussion on the role multinational corporations play 
in the creation and distribution of the food we eat. 


| encourage educators, students, young activists and 
artists to come out and share information, engage in discus- 
sion, and support the exploration and expression of media 
art. 


Sincerely, 


Rebecca Pickard 
Youth Media Arts Day Coordinator 
Global Visions Festival Society 


Youth Media Arts Day Thanks 


This event would not be possible without the help and sup- 
port of Allison Baker. Also thanks to Angayla Waterman, 
Sonya Thompson, Mare Piquette, Marsh Murphy, iHuman 
Youth Society, Boyle Street Education Center, FAVA, Future 
Visions Il, The Canada Council for the Arts, and Roots 
Organic Food Store. 
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Marketplace Sponsor: Po 

The Alberta Council for a Alberta Cou 
Global Cooperation ad ACGC| Copan 


ACGC is a coalition of voluntary sector organizations located in 


Alberta, working locally and globally to achieve sustainable 
human development. www.web.net/acgc/ 


Amnesty International 


A worldwide activist movement that works to prevent violations of 
people’s basic civil and political human rights by governments or 
other groups. We campaign to free all prisoners of conscience 
(provided they do not advocate violence), to ensure fair, prompt 
trials, to abolish the death penalty, torture, end political killings 
and disappearances. www.amnesty.ca 


Sierra Club — Prairie Chapter 


John Muir founded the Sierra Club in 1892 to protect the 
wilderness of the Sierra Nevada. Muir believed that if people 
could experience the wilderness and understand its value they 
would cherish it and work to protect and preserve it. The Sierra 
Club has been active in Canada since 1969, working to influence 
public policy and raise environmental awareness. 
www.prairie.sierraclub.ca 


Canada World Youth 


Canada World Youth is a national, non-governmental organization 
that provides young people from Canada and around the world 
with the opportunity to travel, live and work in different 
communities, to learn about local and international development 
and to gain important skills for the future. www.cwy-jcm.org 


HIV Network of Edmonton Society 


HIV Edmonton educates, supports and advocates for those 
infected and affected by HIV and related conditions. 
www.hivedmonton.com 


Bopeniang Society 

Bopeniang is a delightful new Fair Trade line of quality cotton 
quilting products from Laos. Hand stitched by the 78 women we 
support in Laos PPR, each piece will surely become someone’s 
favorite. www.bopeniang.ca 


Parkland Institute 

The Parkland Institute is a public policy research network 
dedicated to research and education toward the public good. We 
work to enlighten and inform the public debate in Alberta on 
political and economic issues. www.ualberta.ca/parkland 


Canada Tibet Committee 

CTC is a registered non-profit organization working to the end to 
Human Rights Abuse in Tibet and self-determination for the Tibet 
people. CTC is informing Canadians through education, cultural 
events and outreach about the critical situation facing the Tibetan 
people and pressing Canadian policy makers to act in support of 
Tibet. www.tibet.ca 


Earth’s General Store 

For over 12 years Earth’s General Store has been offering people 
information and products to help us reduce our impact on the 
environment and society. www.earthsgeneralstore.ca 


ICDR Intercultural Community Development Resources Inc. 
A progressive bookstore — distributor specializing in crossing 
cultures and international development. 
www.mastersandscribes.com 


Change for Children Association 

Change for Children is an Edmonton-based non-profit 
organization with a 27 year history of working for sustainable, 
grassroots community development in Latin America and the 
Philippines. www.changeforchildren.org 
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Alberta Public Interest Research Group 


APIRG helps students improve their communities by supporting 
student research, education and action projects. Our goal is to 
help transform students’ concerns into effective action. 
www.apirg.org 


Sombrilla Refugee Support Society 


Sombrilla Refugee Support Society is an Alberta-based 
independent non-governmental organization founded in 1985. We 
work to facilitate respect for human rights, social justice and 
sustainable development in Central America. We seek to engage 
the Canadian public to support and participate in the pursuit of a 
just and sustainable development. www.sombrilla.ca 


Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF)/Doctors Without Borders 


For over 30 years, MSF has provided rapid response and 
specialized medical Assistance to people in crisis, including 
armed conflicts, natural disasters, epidemics and famines. 
www.msf.ca 


World Partnership Walk 


Join the fight against global poverty through this national event 
where 100% of all funds raised goes directly towards “Smart 
Solutions” to problems in developing countries. 
www.worldpartnershipwalk.com 


The Council of Canadians 

Founded in 1985, The Council of Canadians is Canada’s pre- 
eminent citizen’s watchdog organization, comprised of over 
100,000 members with more than 70 chapters across the country. 
An Edmonton Chapter is being organized. Call 429-4500 for 
meeting updates. www.canadians.org 


Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers 

EMCN works to ensure immigrants have the opportunity for full 
participation in life in Edmonton by providing services— including 
ESL, employment and counseling— and by advocacy for change 
in the dominant society. www.emen.ab.ca. 


Centre for Eritrean Culture and Sports 

Provides Eritreans with health information, cultural awareness and 
sports for youth and children. 2907-44 A Sireet, 

Edmonton AB T6L 5P6, 422-1999 


Catholic Social Services Host Program 

The Host Program matches immigrants and refugees with 
volunteers who wish to help newcomers adjust to their new life in 
Canada. CSS offers many programs to people of all faiths and 
cultures. www.catholicsocialservices.ab.ca 


Voice for Animals Humane Society (V4A) 


V4A is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting animals 
through advocacy and education, from neglect, abuse and 
exploitation. www.v4a.org 
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Afghanistan Unveiled 


Sun Nov 7 
1:00 pm 


Library Theatre 


Screens with: 
Herders’ Calling 


Farsi, with English 

subtitles 

Director: Brigitte 

Brault & Aina Women Filming Group * 2003 ¢ 52 min 


AFGHANISTAN 


Filmed by the first ever team of women video journalists 
trained in Afghanistan, this rare and uncompromising 
film explores the effects of the Taliban’s repressive rule 
and recent U.S. military campaign on Afghani women. 
None of the 14 journalist trainees had ever traveled 
outside Kabul. Except for one, none had been able to 
study or pursue careers while the Taliban controlled 
their country. 


Leaving Kabul behind for the more rural regions of the 
country, the filmmakers present heartbreaking footage 
of Hazara women whose lives have been decimated by 
recent events. With little food and no water or 
electricity, these women have been left to live in caves 
and fend for themselves, abandoned in the wake of the 
U.S. campaign. While committed to revealing such 
tragedies to the world, the filmmakers also manage to 
find moving examples of hope for the future. A poetic 
journey of self-discovery, Afghanistan Unveiled is a 
revelatory and profound reminder of the independent 
media's power to bear witness and reveal truth. 


T Beatin Film Festival e Copenhagen International 
Documentary Festival 


Archivo deta Identidad 


Fri Nov 5 
7:00 pm 


4B 


Screens with: In 
Rwanda We Say ... 
The Family That 
Does Not Speak 
Dies 


Spanish with English subtitles ° Director: Simone Duarte ¢ 
2004 © 28 min 


Imagine growing up in a family with the murderers or 
torturers of your birth parents. This is what is happening 
in Argentina, where approximately 500 children who 
were born in captivity or kidnapped by the military 
during the dictatorship in the late 1970s and early ’80’s, 
were given to officers and policemen to be raised as 
their own. 


The documentary Archivo de la Identidad shows a 
group of young adults who are digging up the past. 
Some of the filmmakers are children of “Los 
Desaparecidos”. Through interviews with relatives and 
friends of the couples who were considered left wing 
(and ultimately “disappeared” by the regime), the 
documentarians are building a unique archive, the only 
one of its kind in the world. The stories that they are 
discovering are ones of life and love: the soccer team a 
father routed rooted for, his favorite colour; the places 
someone's mother liked to visit. All the information 
about the couples is given — or will be — to the 
children, now young adults, when and if they are 
found. The Archivo is a project between the 
Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo Association and the 
University of Buenos Aires. Archivo de la Identidad 
shows their work and its importance, not only for an 
individual discovering his or her real identity, but for 
the whole of Argentine society. 


T Hoos Derhumalc: Human Rights Film Festival, ROS) the 
Buenos Aires ¢ 2004 Amnesty Intl West 
Hollywood Film Fest 


Breag 
379K9 


Asylum: Fleeing Genital Mutilation 


Sat Nov 6 
9:00 pm 
Mi 


Screens with: 
Trading Women 


Director: Sandy 
McLeod and 

Gini Reticker * 2003 e 
20 min 


Asylum is a powerful tale of a young Ghanian woman 
whose life suddenly changes when her father insists 
that she undergo a bloody, life-threatening 
circumcision and then marry an old man. Although 
traditional circumcision is now illegal in Ghana, it is 
still practiced. 


Baaba Andoh had a happy childhood, raised by her 
mother who sold vegetables in the market place. Baaba 
had sought out her long-lost father to seek his blessing 
for her marriage to the man of her dreams. To her 
horror, she learned of her father’s plan and fled her 


village. Her father, a man of some means, pursued her. 


Having no recourse but to leave the country, she 
obtained a false passport and a ticket to the U.S. with 
the help of friends. The INS spotted the forgery 
immediately and arrested her at Newark Airport. She 
spends a nightmarish year in prison before she is 
successful in obtaining political asylum. Her chilling 
story is not unlike that of many of the 7,000 female 
immigrants now being held in detention, awaiting legal 
representation and hearings on their claims. 


TAiscadeny Award Nomination, Best Short Documentary, 
2004 e Best Documentary, Aspen Shortsfest, 2003 


TEN THOUSAND 


iM VILLAGES. 


Meet new friends and cultures 
at Ten Thousand Villages. 
Discover beautiful gifts and 
home decor handcrafted by 
skilled artisans from 30 
countries. All earn vital, fair 
income for their work. 


10432 - 82nd Ave. 
Edmonton 
(780) 439-8349 
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Behind Enemy Lines 


Saturday, Nov 6 
1:00 pm 
Edmonton 

ilery 


Screens with: ie 
Day of Remembrance 


Arabic, Hebrew and 
English, with English subtitles 


Director: Dov Gil-Har-* 2004 e 64 min ISRAEL 


In the midst of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, two 
former friends and present-day enemies embark on an 
emotional journey into Intifahda-land, in search of the 


origins of the bloodshed. 


They first met more than four years ago on a joint 
peace mission to Japan. While embracing the “Tokyo 
Spirit” of understanding, the two vowed to take home 
a message of peace. Soon after their return, the second 


Intifahda erupted. 


Benny Herness, an Israeli police officer, and Palestinian 
journalist Adnan Joulani spend a week travelling 
together through places which have become symbols of 
the dispute. Each has selected locations in attempt to 
convince the other of his own truth: Jenin refugee 
camp, terror-ridden Jerusalem, the disputed Temple 
Mount, the family of a suicide bomber and more. 


Behind Enemy Lines is an emotional and dramatic quest 
through the milestones of the conflict. Despite the 
huge gap in their perspectives, Adnan and Benny try to 
find ways to communicate. Their success can serve as a 
single ray of hope in present pessimistic times. Behind 
Enemy Lines is a sequel to Sleeping with the Enemy, a 


film which followed the original journey to Japan. 
aos the 


THesrine Jewish Film Festival e San Francisco = 34 
Jewish Film Festival = € 
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Bon Voyage 
Saturday, Nov 6 
9:00 pm 
Library Theatre 


Screens with: 
The End of Suburbia 


Chinese and Taiwanese with English subtitles 
Director: Robert Chang Chin Lin ¢ 2003 ¢ 4 min 


USA/TAIWAN 


It’s a unique visual memory. Motorcycle is nostalgia for 
Robert Chang Chin Lin, a Taiwanese filmmaker who 
lives in upstate New York. Through the motorcycle's 
POV, we see him dodge traffic in Taipei City. Taipei 
City is known as the busiest traffic city in the world, 
especially for its huge number of motorcycles. What is 
interesting about Taipei’s traffic is its ruleless way of 
driving with limited accidents occurring. 


THeooe Ithaca: Ithaca Film Festival, NY 
2004 Aurura: Aurora Picture Show, TX 


Born Into Brothels 


Friday, Nov 5 
7:60 pm 
Library Theatre 
Director: Zana Briski, 


Ross Kauffman © 2003 ¢ 
83 min 


USA/INDIA 


The most stigmatized people in Calcutta’s red light 
district, are not the prostitutes, but their children. In 
the face of abject poverty, abuse, and despair, these kids 
have little possibility of escaping their mother’s fate or 
for creating another type of life. 


In Born into Brothels, directors Zana Briski and Ross 
Kauffman chronicle the amazing transformation of the 
children a to know in the red light district. 


Briski, a professional photographer, gives them lessons 


and cameras, igniting latent sparks of artistic genius that 
reside in these children who live in the most sordid and 
seemingly hopeless world; The photographs taken by 
the children are not merely examples of remarkable 
observation and talent; they reflect something much 
larger, morally encouraging, and even politically volatile: 


art as an immensely liberating and empowering force. 


Devoid of sentimentality, Born into Brothels defies 
the typical tear-stained tourist snapshot of the global 
underbelly. Briski spends years with these kids and 
becomes part of their lives. Their photographs are 
windows into their souls, rather than anthropological 
curiosities or primitive imagery, and a true testimony 
of the power of the indelible creative spirit. 


THaucience Award, 2004 Sundance Film Fest 
Prize for Courage in Filmmaking, Human 
Rights Watch 2004 


A Call to Action 


Saturday, Nov 6 
5:00 pm 
Library Theatre 


Screens with: No 
|=] ETet-m Or-]/ [le a [e) p41) 


French with English 
subtitles 
Director: Carl Thériault » 2004 ¢ 12 min 


CANADA 


When you've spoken out against injustice, and the 
government has turned a deaf ear, what do you do 
next? This is the dilemma faced by Gaetan Héroux. 
The Toronto activist leads us through the Dundas/ 
Sherbourne area, one of Toronto's most disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods. We discover a darker side to Canada’s 
“Queen City” as H/roux exposes the attacks and 
repression endured by the poor and homeless, whose 
ranks have been constantly growing since 1998. 


Eight years ago, Héroux joined the Ontario Coalition 


